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Terror in the UK: "Yesterday Ulster thugs 
beat their 400th victim since the ceasefire 


By Rebecca Fowler 

They came for Donal Gray in 
Lhe silence of the night, their 
faces masked and their guns 
/Ail- Just minutes later, in the 
-early hours of yesterday, the 
young man, a promising foot- 
ball player, lay broken in agony 
on the front garden streaked in 
blood, his dream of sporting 
stardom shattered. 

For Gray, only 19, who plays 
for Glcnavou. Co Armagh, it 
was a tragedy. For the six men, 
who claimed to be from the 
Provisional IRA, he was the 
400th victim of the so-called 
punishment beatings in North- 
ern Ireland 

While the fragile ceasefire 
had appeared to free the 
streets of fear, the beatings nev- 
er went away. 

Instead they increased 
alarmingly in the insidious 
campaign by republicans and 
loyalists to maintain the control 
they have held over communi- 
ties for 25 years. 

Since 1994 republicans have 
carried out 266 beatings, loy- 
alists 144. These figures com- 
pare with a total of 45 in the ‘ 
14 months before the cease- 
fire. 

Just as the authorities pay lit- 
tle attention to the 60 0 famfles 
whose lives in the past two 
weeks were turned upside 
down when they were forced 
out of their homes by thugs, so 
the politicians have largely 
averted their gaze from pun- 
ishment beating?. 

Families Against Intimida- 
tkm, a charity that works with 
the victims of violence in Ul- 
>jter, condemned the wide- 
spread failure of politicians to 
acknowledge such brutal beat- 
ings. 

“As far as we’re concerned, 
these figures are only the tip of 
the iceberg. Due to fear of 
reprisals people don’t report 
them, they're too frightened, so 
there’s been no easing up.” a 
spokeswoman said. 

Among the worst cases the 
charity has dealt with was the 
attack on Martin Donnelly, 
18, at Easter. He was literally 
crucified by the ERA when 
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Left to rt^tfc Simon Murray, shot by the IRA in August 1995; a reconstruction of a ‘punishment 1 ; and Donal Gray; before he became the 40Dth punishment victim Photograph: Pacemaker 


they hammered spikes into his 
arms and legs, as deep as they 
would gp. He was taken to hos- 
pital screaming in pain. 

The spokeswoman added: 
“It takes something like that to 
get politicians to acknowledge 
the problem. But we are ap- 
palled by their lack of con- 


it’s just brushed aside and they 
cany on happening as before.” 
Donal Gray, who has a bro- 
ken leg, a fractured kneecap 
and deep cuts, received the typ- 
ical treatment* he was rushed 
to hospital from his home in 
Newiy, after being beaten sav- 
agely with cudgels studded 


deinnation of these attacks, with nails while his family lis- 


tened helplessly to his cries. 

He had been watching tele- 
vision with his father, Edward, 
on Tuesday night: after mid- 
night, they heard the shatter- 
ing of glass as masked men 
burst through the front door. 

Edward Gray said: “They 
said it was Provisional ERA 
They just came in: Donal was 


sitting there with me and they 
trailed him out and beat him in 
the hallway and then look him 
into the garden and beat him 
again.” 

Their weapons were those 
favoured by the ERA for their 
recent beatings. In the past 
year they have moved away 
from gun wounds to knees and 


elbows, and developed a taste He was kidnapped on his 
for Spiked weapons, hammers, way home, dragged into a car 
iron bars, an a baseball bats, at 130am, taken to a nationalist 


which often cause even more 
serious wounds. 

Among the recent punish- 
ment attacks was the shooting 
of Simon Murray. 21. last Au- 
gust- It was the first use of guns 
for a beating in nearly a year. 


at 130am, taken to a nationalist 
area, pinned to the ground, and 
beaten with sticks, before the 
masked men shot him in the 
knees and elbows. 

The following month, IRA 
members were Mamed for hav- 
ing left a man with a punctured 


lung bleeding in the street. He 
needed 30 stitches after they at- 
tacked him with a hatchet, a 
brick and an iron bar in front 
of his girlfriend. 

In October the ERA was 
also held responsible for drag- 
ging a girl aged 16 out of her 
borne, lying her to a lamppost 
and pouring paint over her. 

The motives behind the bru- 
tal beating of Gray were still un- 
clear yesterday. 

In most cases the ERA claims 
ft is punishing “anti-social be- 
haviour", ofteu related to drug 
abuse, to keep communities 
under control. 

But there was no evidence 
that Gray had ever crossed the 
law. He was a hard-working, 
disciplined young footballer 
who nad been transferred from 
Partick Thistle in Scotland to 
Glenavon with dreams of mak- 
ing the big time. 

A spokesman for the dub 
said* “He was a promising 
young player and we were hop- 
ing that he would have made 
it into the senior team and held 
down a regular place in the side 
this season.” 

He had played a few games 
for the club since his transfer, 
but a groin injury put him out 
of action before he was fit 
enough to play again at the end 
of last season. 

Detective Inspector Alan 
Maines said: “Tins is a 19-year- 
old of great footballing talent. 
His injuries could mean a very 
promising career is in jeop- 
ardy.” 

In an earlier attack in the re- 
publican market - area of 
Belfast, on Tuesday, a man 
was beaten by a gang of 
masked men in an alley. They 
struck him with iron bars and 
broke his arm. 

As Gray lay in Belfast City 
Hospital last night surrounded 
by his family, Ms dreams were 
banging in the balance. 

And, as the people of Belfast 
locked their doors for the 
evening; it was not just the end 
of the ceasefire they feared. 

It was the sound of shatter- 
ing glass and the glimpse of 
masked men who never went 
away. 
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ANTHONY BEVINS 

Fplrtica! Editor 

The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Kenneth Clarke, was left 
floundering on the ropes last 
night after taking a Commons 
battering over plans to cut stale 
support for post- 16 education 
and privatise the roads. 

In dramatic exchanges with 
shadow Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, Mr Clarke showed be 
clearly had not read a 123- 
page Treasury document that 
disclosed the plans. 

He was so unprepared for the 
onslaught that he could be seen 
furtively speed-reading the pa- 
per. He flickedthrough it back- 


wards, concealing it within a 
blue Treasury file and then put 
it away again, as if it were loo 
distasteful to take w at one go. 

Earlier, after details of the pa- 
per had been leaked, Mr Clarke 
attempted to dismiss it m a BBC 
radio interview as the work of 
“some fa'ds in the office”. He 
said dismissiveiy: “It’s quite en- 
tertaining, this document. It 
doesn’t represent anything to do 
with Government polity.” 

But in a Commons debate on 
the economy, Mr Brown land- 
ed blow after blow on the Chan- 
cellor, defying him to deny two 
critical statements in the report. 
Strategic Considerations for the 
Treasury - 2000 to 2005. 


The document revealed that 
“consideration” was being giv- 
en to: 

□ A proposal to transfer road 
ownership “to regulated private 
companies who would receive 
their income from road users”. 

a A reduction of “stale sup- 
port” for post-16 education on 
the grounds that rising demand 
is “unaffordable”. 

Chris Smith, Labour's social 
security spokesman, stated: 
“There is no way we would con- 
template privatising the basic 
state pension, privatising un- 
employment insurance or pri- 
vatising sickness benefit” 
Labour, however, is examin- 
ing plans which could lead to the 


privatisation of the rest of Serps, 
the State Earnings Related 
Pension Scheme. 

Frank Field, lhe Labour 
chairman of the Commons 
■ Social Security Committee, is 
clear that Labour does not ride 
out shifting unemployment ben- 
efit as well as Serps into new, 
mutually-owned corporations. 

Mr Brown firstly demanded 
to know whether privatisation 
of the roads was under active 
consideration. 

Clearly flummoxed, Mr 
Clarke asked for a definition of 
privatisation, saying that the 
document did not define it. He 
then added: “He is asking 
a question about a subject 


he could not define.” 

Mr Brown then defined pri- 
vatisation in the terms given in 
the document and still got no 
answer. The shadow Chancel- 
lor then challenged the Chan- 
cellor on plans to cut post-16 
education. Mr Garke could be 
seen hurriedly consulting 
Wniiam Waldegrave, Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, who was 
silting next to him on the Gov- 
ernment fronibench- He got up 
to say: “I have not asked the 
grade 7 civil servant who wrote 
this...” He added: “I didn't 
know this document was being 
prepared in the Department” 
Contract with Britain? 

pages 23 
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Crisis over Karadzic 

The western powers are fac- 
ing a crisis over Bosnia because 
of the continuing presence in 
the country of Radovan 
Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb 
leader. 

At the United Nations 
Islamic member nations were 
supporting a draft Security 
Council resolution, obtained 
by the Independent, that would 
demand the arrest of Mr 
Karadzic and the Bosnian Serb 
military commander, General 
Ralko Mladic. Page 10 

Lataff^inststite 

The Labour leadership yester- 
day sided with London Under- 
fund management over 
today's 24-bour strike which will 
bring the system io a virtual 
standstill for the first thne in 
seven years. Page 4 

Author loses plot 

The winner of Britain s premier 
childrens book awnri yesterday 
broke with tradition by de- 
nouncing fellow authors during 
his acceptance speech. Page 7 


Anonymous reveals his true colours 


RUPERT CORNWELL 
Washington 

So the joyless gumshoes of the 
American press have finally 
succeeded in solving one en- 
gaging mystery of a otherwise 
unengaging political year. 
“Anonymous”, the author of die 
best-selling political novel, 
Primary Colors is, after all, Joe 
Klein, columnist for Newsweek 
magazin e. 

All last winter, as Bob Dole 
plodded to his utterly pre- 
dictable victory in the Repub- 
lican nomination stakes, the 
real guessing same forpditica) 
junkies was another Who wrote 
the hilarious roffian-a-defbzsed 
on B3J Clinton's scandal-strewn 
rollercoaster through the pri- 
maries four years earlier? 

Given the author’s uncanni- 
ly accurate eye for detail, it was 
quickly obvious thaihe (ar sbe) 
was either a worker on the 
campaign, or a journalist who 
covered it. Id the latter group, 
a computer comparison of the 


style of the novel with the writ- 
ings of leading contenders es- 
tablished Mr Klein as the 
leading suspect. Bui he denied 
all, and there the matter 
seemed to rest. 

No longer. The Washington 
Post obtained an early manu- 
script of Primary Colors, with its 
author's handwritten correc- 
tions, and samples of the hand- 
writing of Mr Klein. Then it 
enlisted Maureen Casey 
Owens, “a top document ex- 
aminer and former president of 


the American Academy of 
Forensic Scientists”. 

Her verdict came on the 
front page yesterday. The two 
samples of handwriting were 
“absolutely consistent” 
throughout — and if the magni- 
fied specimens of “w”, “i”, and 
“t”, displayed in lhe Post’s ar- 
ticle are anything to go by, no 
layman could disagree. Con- 
fronted with die new evidence, 
the Klein denial became a terse 
“no comment”. 

Later, Ml Klein admitted 


■ The -firs novel in English, Richardson's Pamela, was pub- 
lished anonymously. So was Fielding's skit on it which became 
Joseph Ancfiaws. 

■ Jane Austen published Pride and Ptqudice and Sense and 

Senst^ty anonjTiiOusfv. 

■ Dickens's ffcfovfcfc Papers was announced as “by Boz“. 

■ fom Brown's SchooAfeys was first published “tty an Old Boy”. 

■ The Bronte sisters wrote under the pseudonyms of Currer, 
Effis sid Acton Bell. 

S Benjamin fianWin used 57 pseudonyms. Voltaire topped that 
mth 137. 

S Sr Welter Scott published Waverfey anonymously. 


authorship at a hastily-con- 
vened press conference, where 
he talked of his “relief and sad- 
ness” that the secret was final- 
ly out Whatever, Mr Klein has 
the consolation of having made 
himself a very rich man. US 
hardback sales top 500,000, 
foreign rights are flowing in. and 
a film is on the way. Primary Col- 
ors is set to net aileasl $6m. Mr 
Hein, the Post noted, bought a 
$630,000 house in the New 
York suburbs in July 1995, 
putting up half lhal sum in cash. 
He also has three cars. 

For their part, fanshave the 
consolation that Mr Klein's 
willy and racy political column 
is available evert - week in 
Newsweek, and that more is on 
the way. In a chirpy contribu- 
tion to lhe jVVu- York Times book 
review a few weeks back. Amer- 
ica s best-known unknown com- 
plained of suffering "post- 
traumatic success disorder." 
But, he continued, “1 am free 
to nymy hand ai ihisauain. .And 
believe me. I will." 
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CONTRACT WITH BRITAIN? 


If ‘fantasy’ became fact, this could 


A nightmare vision or a harmless 
leak? The report examined in detail 


A Treasury document leaked 
yesterday outlines privatisation 
of huge parts of the welfare 
state. The report, Strategic 
Considerations for the Treasury 
2000 to 2005. commissioned by 
Triiasury Permanent Secretary 
SirTcny Burns, borrows heav- 
ily from right-wing Republi- 
cans in the United States. 

If implemented it would lead 
to huge cuts in welfare: by ex- 
tending private insurance to 
cover pensions, sickness and un- 
employment: reducing bene- 
fits for teenage mothers: time- 
limiting benefits; and reducing 
support for educating over-1 6s. 

Yesterday the Chancellor. 
Kenneth Clarke, dismissed the 
report as “fantasy'" . “cranky" 
and “a leak from” some kids in 
the office, some juniors who 
were asked to go out and pro- 
duce this as pari of a manage- 
ment review”. 

In fact it was produced by 
grade seven civil servants, mid- 
dle- ranking Treasury officials 
paid between £ US. 000 and 
£40.000 a year. 

Challenged on the document 
later in the House. Mr Garke 
said: ‘T have not asked the 
grade seven who wrote this 
what it was based on. I can only 
answer for the policy of the 
Government. All 1 can tell you 
is. it has got nothing to do with 
this Government." 

Labour seized on the docu- 
ment. claiming it amounted to 
the Tories' secret agendo. Shad- 
ow Chancellor Gordon Brown 
came close to suecestms that 


the document could be critical 
in the General Election cam- 


paign. 

Sha 


Shadow Social Security Sec- 
retary Chris Smith said at a Dews 
conference that a middle-aged 
couple would have to pay in- 
surance policies of about £L500 
a year to replace welfare state 
protections. 

And he claimed: “This doc- 
ument marks a defining differ- 
ence between the present Tory 
Government if it were to be re- 
elected fora fifth term, and the 
Labour party. 

“What this document reveals 
is a nightmare 

vision from the Right ... 

"Even Margaret Thatcher 
never contemplated some of the 
measures which are included in 
this Treasury document." 

Here we" publish extracts 
from the document: 


“Contract With Britain: A 
Smaller State ... 


“Below we examine the key 
elements of the US programme; 
looking at how they might be 
implemented in the British con- 
text ... 


**i) Reductions in entitle- 
ments to teenage mothers 
“ii) Tune limit benefits 
“Hi) Decentralise welfare 
spending _ to local government. 



** Further proposals going be- 
yond the Republican agenda. 

“Privatising contributory 


benefits would be a further 
major step in the UK: in the 
main they cover insurable risks 
(retirement, incapacity and un- 
employment) and could there- 
fore be replaced by private 
insurance either voluntary or 
compulsory. 

“This approach is gaining 


support. A model exists for 
one of the contributory benefits 
(ie SERPS) ... Chile has com- 
pulsory private insurance for all 
pension provision... 

“...the government's func- 
tion would become regulation 
of private insurance products... 


“Consideration is currently 
being given to reducing state 
support for post-lb education 
on the grounds that rising de- 
mand is ‘unaffordable' and pri- 
vate returns to individuals and 
their employers exceed social re- 
turns. 

“To change the balance of 


funding between the taxpayer 
and other beneficiaries and to 
inject more market mecha- 
nisms into the delivery of train- 
ing and education, funding 
institutions (sixth forms, further 
education colleges and univer- 
sities) could be replaced bv fi- 
nancing individuals with vouch- 


ers, grants, loans and employ- 
er contributions. 

“A further proposal under ad- 
vice consideration would be to 
treat roads as a utility rather 
than a public service ... Own- 
ership would be transferred to 
regulated private companies 
who would receive their in- 


come from road users. 

“More radical proposal* are 
of two kinds... 

"... pushing down to LAs re- 
sponsibility for delivering health 
and social security provision... 

"... How each disabled per- 
son's needs were met would be 
for the discretion of the LA." 


Rolling back the state: 
the how, where and why 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Some of mnq radical welfare 
scenarios painted in the Trea- 
sures document contain serious 
practical difficulties. Privatisa- 
tion of the basic state pension 
and unemployment benefit 
have been examined by Peter 
LiUev. the Secretary of State for 
Social Security, but so far they 
have been ruled nut. 

Privatising the basic pension 
would, m Mr LHley swords, cre- 
ate “a black hole" in the econ- 
omy. “You have £25bn coming 
in from contributions and £25bn 


Government started to cut back 

its value and encourage people 
to leave it. It would be possible 
to phase out the basic pension 
by declaring that it would not 


be available for people under a 
;e. That, however. 


going out to pav existing pen- 
' id. “If vc ' 


stems " he said. “If you let peo- 
ple put their contributions in 
private schemes you have to find 
£25hn from somewhere to pay 
for the existing scheme." 

The privatisation of much of 
Serps (stale eamings-related 
pension scheme) was possible 
because the scheme was a long 
wav short of maturitv when the 


certain age. 
would take decades to work 
through and those affected 
would be paving twice, once for 
their private provision and once 
for existing commitments. 

Mr Ulley has been against 
privatising unemployment in- 
surance. “Things are only suit- 
able for private insurance if 
there is no negative correlation 
between the risk you are insur- 
ing against and people's in- 
comes," he said, “If poor people 
have higher risks and have to 
pay higher premiums, it can’t be 
done. You lose the cross-subsidy 
effect where you most need it. ” 

Even if private unemploy- 
ment insurance were made 
compulsory and insurers were 
told that they had to take all 
risks, there would be serious dif- 


ficulty preventing insurers mar- 
keting policies in such a way that 
they took on those people at the 
least risk of losing a job. 

Similar difficulties of selec- 
tivity would face attempts to pri- 
vatise incapacity benefits which 
cover long-term sickness - al- 
though much short-term sick pay 
has already been privatised by 
shifting the costs to employers. 

Andrew Dilnot, director of 
the Institute of Fiscal Studies, 
argues that the basic pension is 
already being privatised through 
the policy of raising it only in 
line with* prices, not earnings. 
Because of its falling value, 
relative to the living standards 
of those in work. 70 per cent of 
those in work now take out pri- 
vate provision for income in 
their old age. 

Something similar, though 
less dramatic, is happening with 
sickness benefit. And even ben- 
efits for the unemployed are be- 
ing privatised as claimants 
must now cover up to the first 


nine months of mortgage in- 
terest payments themselves. 

Other parts of the radical sce- 
nario include mirror images of 
the programme of United 
Slates Senate Majority Leader. 
Newt Gingrich, w ho wants to re- 
duce entitlement for lone par- 
ents. set time limits on benefits, 
and decentralise welfare bene- 
fits to local authorities. The 
Treasury document notes, how- 
ever, that the US plan “has not 
progressed as they hoped and 
in the more liberal culture lof 
the UK] would probably meet 
even greater resistance". 

It also canvasses the possi- 
bility of pushing down respon- 
sibility for delivering health 
and social security for the dis- 
abled to local authority level. 

None of that is yet govern- 
ment policy. But Conservative 
Central Office is known to be 
examining localisation of ben- 
efits as a policy for possible in- 
clusion in the manifesto. 

Also expected to form part of 



Treasury kids who 
toy with the future 


Peter Ljlley: Has already 
looked at several of the 
options outlined in the report 


the Tory manifesto are vouch- 
ers for post- 16 education. The 
document is clear, according to 
the leaks, that “consideration is 
currently being given to reduc- 
ing state’support for post- 16 ed- 
ucation on the grounds that 
rising demand is unaffordable’ 
and private returns to individ- 
uals and their employers exceed 
social returns”. Ii says funding 
could be changed so individuals 
receive “vouchers, grants, loans 
and employer contributions”. 


The document. Strategic Consid- 
erations for the Treasury 2000 to 
2005 . was produced by three of- 
ficial s and a secretary and cir- 
culated as a draft in early 
March, officials at the depart- 
ment said yesterday. 

The team of Kenneth 
Clarke's “lads" was headed by 
Helen Goodman, a Grade 7 - the 
equivalent of the post that used 
to be known as a principal, a 
middle-ranking post senior 
enough to be a section head in 
many departments. 

Ms Goodman, in her late 
thirties, has worked for the Trea- 
sury for about 15 years, since 
graduating from Oxford. She 
Jives with Charles Seaford. an 
economist who worked with 
Bryan Gould, the former Inbour 
trade spokesman, and helped 
write .4 Future for Socialism, the 
book setting out Mr Gould's 
modernising agenda for Labour 
in 1989, and which provided the 
platform for his unsuccessful bid 
for the Labour leadership in 


199Z Mr Seaford is the pobhshtr 
of Prospect magazine and once 
tried to boy the New Statesman. 

The other team members, all 
at Grade 7 and below, are un- 
derstood to be Fabia Jones, 
George Kyriacou and Anna 
Molloy. 

According to TVeasury offi- 
cials, the document was pro- 
duced by the . strategy unit 
which -operates beneath the 
Permanent Secretary, Sir Ter- 
ence Borns. The unit runs the 
Treasury's internal budget and 
seminars and looks at longer- 
term demands on the Trea- 
sury's resources. 

TVeasury officials said that 
the document’s aim was to look 
at the staffing and skills it 
would require under differing 
scenarios, which included not 
just the dramatic welfare re- 
structurings which have made 
headlines, but a “no-change" 
scenario. 

“None of the things in this 
document are proposals," the 


Treasury said yesterday. “If is 
all about scenarios and what 
they would mean for the Trea- 
sury's manni ng and skOis they 
were to happen. It is about what 
sort of Treasury staffing we 
would need." 

Equally, the document's cal- 
culations' that Britain will fall 
out of the first division of world 
economies, being overtaken by 
India, Brazil. Thailand and 
Brazil, with China the largest 
economic nation by 2015, wH’ 
based on extrapolating from ex- 
isting trends. “It does not make 
the judgement of whether that 
will happen,*’ an official said. 

Once produced, it was given 
a wide circulation within the 
Treasury for comment, which 
had already resulted m sections 
on Europe and the Treason 's 
internal values being leaked to 
the Daily Afail and the Finan- 
cial Tones ahead of yesterday's 
more comprehensive outing. 
The source or the leak is there- 
fore unlikely to be traced. 
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“Chatelaine r bed surnuimL cherry irood arnwgn.ic distressed I'misli. 
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Squire Clarke vs Heathcliff Brown 


The Chancellor increasingly re- 
minds me of one of those lib- 
eral squires of 19th-century 
literature, usually played, in 
television adaptations, by Rob- 
ert Hardy. Physically, with his 
luxuriant hair flopping down 
over his full face, and bis jack- 
et buttons straining at a gener- 
ous midriff, he is the picture of 
rubicund health - an adver- 
tisement for the imbibing of port 
and the inhalation of tobacco. 

In intellect, loo. he is urbane, 
tolerant and enormously opti- 
mistic. And yesterday was sup- 
posed to be just another sunny 
day in the Fertile dell that he in- 
habits. where it was time fnr a 
debate on the “summer eo> 
nomic statement”. There he 
was in his salon, swapping 
parish tales with Canon Wjlde- 
grave until it was time to share 
The good news with those who 
wished to listen. We faced, he 
said, “an extremely attractive fu- 


ture. as the economy enters its 
fifth year of expansion”. En- 
lightened, sensible policies were 
responsible for the coming cor- 
nucopia. 

If Kenneth Clarke inhabits a 
elegant {if slightly messy) 
manor hoase and surveys the 
fertile fields and well-ordered 
villages around with an e mm inn 
bordering upon complacency, 
his shadow - Gordon Brown - 
dwells in another land al- 
together. Brown has his abode 
Upon the bleak moors, where he 
sees sights that the sleek Clarke 
would rather ignore: record 
low investment, actual falls in 
manufacturing output, two- 
headed Jambs born to all the 
ewes in farmer Firkin's flock. 
Aye. and worst of all. while out 
a 'brooding Brown spotted a 
black hole at the heart of the 

government's finances. 

This pessimism suits both 
Brown's political purpose, and 



his emerging character. With his 
wind-loosed locks, Armani 
model's jaw, curling lip and nar- 
rowing eyes. Brown needs only 
tt pair of light trousers and a liny 
ponytail to become the troubled 
hero of economic debate - 
Heathcliff with an MBA. 

In such wise did he come 
down off the storm-swept, bar- 
ren lulls and stand to accuse 
Squire Clarke of smugness and 
incompetence. And. worse, of 
harbouring intentions (as evi- 
denced by the now Famous 
leaked Treasury document) to 


sell off roads, pensions and 
lots more besides. 

Stjuire Garke 's method of 
dealing with Brown in Olivier 
mode is always the same. He in- 
vites him info Che parlour, asks 
after his health, advises him to 
cool bis passion and wonders 
whether he wouldn’t like to slip 
out of his wet clothes. In short 
he patronises lbe man he almost 
always refers lo as “Gordon"’. “I 
have to tell him." he said uvun- 
cularly at one point, “about in- 
terest rates. Those are the 
tilings that as Chancel lor you oc- 
casionally have to raise ...'’ 

But Mr Brown wasn’t having 
any. His eyes flashed. What, he 
demanded repeatedly, about 
the documents' reference to a 
policy for privatising the roads? 
.And would Mr Clarke “also 
deal with the point that a meet- 
ing is taking place today, be- 
tween the heads of 10 of 
Britain's largest insurance com- 


panies. at the Government’s re- 
quest, to discuss wavs, of their 
industry taking over responsi- 
bilities for the welfare stale? 
What is going on?" 

Now the squire was gelling 
rattled. This was all a silly mi£ 
take, the result of a practical 
joke by some of the estate's sta- 
ble lads. 'Tt is not a policy doc- 
ument. It is not policy advice. 
It is written by a middle-rank- 
ing official in my department - 
grade seven - and the highest 
grade is grade one." A 
The House's guess was. fflat 
whatever the liberality of the 
Squire, this particular grade 
seven is destined never to see 

t rade six. Particularly after the 
quire s sly nephew (played by 
John Redwood ) complimented 
him or her on starling a neces- 
sary debate. “Three cheers f or 
the Treasury”, he shouted. Fbr 
a moment, Mr Clarke's aflabffiy 
appeared to desert him. 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


T he National Lottery watchdog yesterday called for increased powers 

so he cun fine the organiser Camclul if it breaches its licence. In the 
annual report of the lottery regulatory body. Peter Davis, the director 
general, says he can seek a court order requiring compliance with licence 
terms and in the last report can suspend or revoke a licence, but “there is a 
gup in the intermediate range of regulatory weapons to be deployed when 
necessary'’. He says he has asked the Department of National Heritage to 
considcHegjsIation giving the director general Che power lo impose financial 
penalties for licence breaches. 

Mr Davis said on BBC Radio 4 yesterday that Caniolol should he doing more 
to tackle retailers who sell lottery tickets illegally to under- Ids. and he wanted 
“a real disincentive lo make sure [CameJot} lakes these things seriously''. 
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Members of the Island councilspolicv enmmittee voted ™ JEST 0p *S' 
an “unofficial referendum", whereby SO 6 of the island's 
be asked if they support some " ,Hm 
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Ian Howarth, the only MP ever to defect from the Tories to Labour, 
flcontinues Ids hunt for a safe seat alter being rebuffed yesterday by 
Manchester Wythenshawcs constituency party. His latest possibility e Earles, 
east Manchester, with a MIXX) Labour majority vacated by shadow Cabinet 
minister Joan Lestor, who announced her retirement this week. John Rentoul 


A boy, 23, charged with the murder of schoolgirl Jade Matthews, was ' 

remanded into secure local authority care for a week by South Scfton 
youth court in Bootle. Merseyside, yesterday. Jade, nine, disappeared after 
going out to play near her home in Bootle 10 days ago. Her haltered body 
was Found a mile and a half away on railway sidings early the next morning. 
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The future could be bleak indeed, argues Andrew Marr 


Is this leaked "Contract with 
Britain”, composed in the Treasury, 
■ for real? Taken seriously, it provides 
one blueprint for radically reshaping 

the state and dramatically changing 

the lives of millions for better and 
worse. Its ideas would lake decades 
to implement - reaching, perhaps, 
. beyond the lifetime of Prince Charles 
, r and into the reign of his son. 

That would require the defeat of 
post-war social democracy to con- 


tinue in the decades ahead, vinth vot- 
ers consistently choosing lower tax- 
es in return for fewer services and 
a shrinking state. This is dot im- 
possible. The anti-statist trend 
emerged in Britain in the mid-Sev- 
enties. when thiakers such as Hayek 
influenced Margaret Thatcher and 
Sir Keith Joseph, Despite a backlash, 
it is mnning strongly in the US, it is 
making headway in Europe and it 
has been very influential in countries 


as diverse as Australia and Chile. 

So the Treasury officials’ thinking 
is not any longer radical in itself. 
Whar they are doing is taking 20- 
year-old ideas on how to ‘Toll back” 
the state and extending them further 
than the Thatcher and Major gov- 
ernments. Instead of selling off in- 
dustries or utilities, they toy with the 
idea of privatising some of the 20th- 


century state's core activities - parts 
of welfare, road transport, some 
higher education and the basic pen- 
sion. 

This would make milliorrs of lives 
freer but riskier. For the talented, 
hard-working, prudent and lucky, it 
would mean lower taxes. That might 
attract more companies and gener- 
ate new jobs. But for the people who 


have relied on state support, in- 
cluding the old, the feckless, the ill 
and poorer families with children, it 
would make the future bleaker and 
less secure. To that extent, it is gov- 
ernment by the winners, for die win- 
ners. 

So how seriously should we take 
it? This is only a discussion docu- 
ment, produced by people who were 


asked to produce different options. 
Only parts have been leaked. Parts 
may be impossible to cany out But 
aggressive anti-statism is an agenda 
with widespread intellectual support 
on the right and it is being closely 
studied in many countries besides 
Britain. 

It is not tbe Conservative manifesto 
for 1997. If it happens, it wifl be a long- 
term revolution, which would in 
some respects take Britain back sev- 


eral centuries, to a country of turn- 
pike roads, low taxes, Jess security and 
little state welfare. But self-evident- 
ly, His not unthinkable. Nor, given the 
changes of the past 20 years, is it im- 
plausible either. 

In that spirit, we have tried to 
imagine some of its possible effects 
on Britons living under this Treasury 
“contract" in the reign of King 
William V in a few decades' time . . . 
and one possible alternative to it. 




Danny, 
just too 
clever by 
half 

•J*Why did you have to be so 
bloody clever?" shouts Danny's 
father, stomping up and down 
the stairs. Poor old Danny 
Blake has won a place at Oxford 
and his parents are daunted at 
the cosL 

The family already pays £500 
a year to top up the voucher for 
Danny’s younger sister's school- 
ing. They simply hadn't bud- 
geted fora university education 
- and Oxford, of all the ridicu- 
lous places! Fees there are a 
massive £4,000 a year, several 
thousand higher than the near- 
by John Moore’s University. 

"Consider it darling, please," 
pleads Danny’s mother, 
“Moore’s have two-year cours- 
es you know, as well — much 
cheaper than four at Oxford" 
The Blakes had always 
known their son was bright. But 
somehow they had hoped he 
would work for a few years then 
go to college sponsored by 
Siemens or Nissan. Or perhaps 
be would study maths or com- 


puting. With the prospect of a 
lucrative job in tbe City or in 
new technology he could have 
taken out a student loan to iund 


Most classics graduates struggle 
for the few remaining jobs in the 
low-paid, low-status civil service. 

It brings a wry smile to Mr 
Blake's face as be contemplates 
that aspect of Danny's looming 


stoical about life. “You’re pay- 
ing the price of your own choic- 
es, darling," she tells him. You 
would insist on using Danny’s 
voucher to send him to a tra- 
ditional school. It’s hardly sur- 


John, 
on the 
road to 
nowhere 

Road rage is rather an under- 
statement for John Benhatn’s 
state of mind. As be staggers 
through the front door, alter two 
hot, sweaty hours driving tbel2 
miles home from tbe office in 
Pontefract, be is raging at 
roads, raging at the road util- 
ities, and above all ra ging at 
Leon Redwood, chief executive 
or tbe company that owns this 
stretch of the M*2. 

Yorkshire Roads pk. tbe off- 
shoot of the Yorkshire super- 
utility company that supplies 
water and electricity intermit- 
tently to his bouse, are not pop- 
ular locally Several years spent 
avoiding the repairs to the tar- 
mac, in order to keep up divi- 
dends to shareholders, have 
finally reached crisis point 
The roads are now littered with 
cones, and traffic crawls along 
the M62 in single file. At home 
in Snaith, things aren’t much 
better. The pavements in the 
cnl-de-sac are crumbling, and 
there is still no sign of the long- 


promised speed bumps for the 
street by the shops. 

Now the Yorkshire Roads 
boss is on the radio, railing on 
drivers to ration their car use, 
especially during the rush hour, 
to ease pressure on busy lanes. 
He has himself, be claims, 
avoided driving a car for three 
months doling the cone-crisis. 

John Benham knows why As 
he was dunbing into his car in 
the office car park this evening, 
he noticed a helicopter landing 
on the pad across the road; the 
bright yellow logo ofYorkshire 
Roads gleamed from its door. 
Waiting for the rotor to stop 


stood Mir Redwood's chauffeur 
No wonder Leon Redwood 

(kjesnY bother driving. Wth the 

millions in bonnses and share 
options he awarded himself 
this yeai; he can afford a driver 
to take him through the jams. 

It is little consolation to Mr 
Benham right now to remem- 
ber tbat the cost of running his 
car is for less now than twenty 
years ago. Now that Vehicle Ex- 
cise Duty has been abolished, 
he pays his annual charge to 
Yorkshire Roads, and any oth- 


poUution he endures is a high 
cost to pay for the extra fifty 
pounds in his pocket 

Nor is John Benham soot bed 
by the fact tbat a few new 
gleaming toll roads have been 
bnflt to sweep traffic from the 
Channel Itannel to the big in- 
dustrial centres in Wales and 
Tyneside. He doesn't want to go 
to Wales or Tyneside, be just 
wants to get home from work. 

John Denham's Contract 
with Britain: 


the lot. 

Not Danny, however. The 
oung Mr Blake has lost his 
lean to the classics, and only a 
traditional Oxford College will 
do. Usually Oxford undergrad- 
uates get good terms from the 
student-loan brokers - after all 
Osford still churns out ex- 
tremely employable bright 
young things. But interest rates 
are very high for prospective arts 
students. After all, what will they 
do with the rest of their lives? 


future. Those bright-spark Trea- 
sury "kids" back in the 1990s 
whom he stiD blames for his cur- 
rent penniless plight didn’t 
quite anticipate the full impli- 
cations of their vision for the 
stimmed-down welfare state. 
As Whitehall downsized and the 
Treasury was left with no spend- 
ing to monitor, many of those 
mandarins are out on the street. 

His wife is altogether more 


prising he left chattering m 
Latin and Greek. We're better 
off than the Harrisons. Young 
Emily can’t afford to go to 
college at all." 

The Blake's Contract with 
Britain: 

£400 less in taxes thanks to 
education cuts of £7bn. £500 
more on top-ups for vouchers, 
and £4,000 in fees for university. 


er travel is billed through an 
electronic card on his dash- 
board. But tbe frustration and 


£140 less in car tax, £90 
more in road duuges and tolls, 
and hours and hours of stress. 



Laura, 

the 

wealth 

creator 

^fLanra is so relieved that the 
daily assault on her eardrums 
from loud Americans is final- 
ly wen After tea years Bring in 
tiie US earning a huge salary as 
a consultant, she has decided 
she’ll be better off back at 
home in Bristol. 

' Income tax is only 20 per 
cent, and National Insurance 
Contributions have been abol- 
ished altogether so Laura on 
her £150,000 income has tens 


of cash makes a difference to en- 
trepreneurial moneymakers 
like Laura. She and her in- 
ternational friends are flocking 
into Britain in their thousands. 

Laura’s American friends 


just a» those freasmy man- 
darins predicted, tbe Govern- 
ment has been able to cutback 


countless employment oppor- 
tunities, too. Now that she so 
longer has to pay National In- 
surance Contributions for her 
employees, she has just decid- 


ritating that her secretary al- 
ways looks so tired, and sns- 
perisherofmoonBghtmgintbe 
local pub. Still, she reflects, at 
least there are job opportuni- 
ties aplenty to keep the poor off 
the streets. 

As a beatthy 31-year-old with 
immense earning power; Lau- 
ra pays low premiums on her 
private health and unemploy- 
ment insurance. And now tbat 
she no longer has to subsidise 
soda! insurance for everyone 
else through her taxes, she is 
substantially better off More- 
over she prefers having the 
choice and flexibility in the 


kinds of insurance she takes 
out Laura is a health freak, and 
an impatient one at that. The 
prospect of waiting in a grubby 
NHS waiting room full of oth- 
er ill people just to see her GP 
bonifies hen So she is quite 
happy to pay the extra for the 
luxury option - especially so 
because she can see exactly 
how her premiums are spent 

Laura's Contract with 
Britain: 

More than £2(MX)0 less in tax. 
£3,000 more in private insur- 
ance, £2,000 less in NI Contri- 
butions for her employees. 


Zoe, 
fighting 
battle of 
the bulge 

Harry has been growing suspi- 
cious for a while now. Hue, his 
PA Zoe bad always had a taste 
for cream cakes. But could she 
realty have put on so much 
weight through over-eating in 
the past six months? 

Now Harry isn't a hard man, 
but be does have a business to 
run. As he glances surrepti- 
tiously at her bulging tummy, he 
wonders whether it's time to 
stan recruiting Zoe's permanent 
replacement. If she does turn 
out to be pregnant, there is ab- 
solutely no way he can afford to 
give her maternity pay. 

“Still," he tells himself, “it 
probably won’t come to that. 
She’ll take a few weeks off, then 
be back at work slightly more 
tired than usual, just like all tbe 
others.” 

Since statutory maternity 
pay, alongside unemployment 
benefit and incapacity benefit 
have all been abolished, em- 
ployees axe desperate to stay at 
work under all circumstances. 


are extremely suspicious when 
they discover that her taxes are 
lower than in tbe US. “It’s be- 
cause we don’t spend all tbat 
money on defence," she ex- 
plains. Since Britain slid down 
the international pecking order; 


ed to take on an Fn g K s j i but- 
ler to join her personal staff of 
four. Employment in service is 
booming. and nnemptoymem in 
Britain hasn’t been so low for 
decades. She finds it slightly ir- 


of thousands of pounds more to 

spend each year than in the old foreign peace-keeping opera- 
qaari-sodaftst 1990s. That kind lions, leaving everything to the 

Japanese and tbe Germans. 
Laura has brought with her 



Unemployment is an appalling 
prospect as you end up having 
to plead with the state for some 
of the few remaining and stig- 
matised means-tested benefits. 

Zoe, who is indeed preg- 
nant, is terrified of losing her 
job. She is stuffing her free to 
pretend she is just getting fat 
Her husband is unemployed and 
they have missed payments on 
their health insurance and their 
mortgage insurance in the past 
few months. They can’t get un- 
employment insurance at all - 
they have both changed jobs and 
lost jobs too many times. What 
will happen if she has expensive 


complications during child 
birth? She doesn’t know. With- 
out her current job. she fears 
they will lose tbe house too. 

At least, she reassures herself, 
she is twenty-three and married. 
Were she a single teenage 
mother, she wouldn't even qual- 
ify for means-tested benefits. 

As she contemplates her 
baby’s future in this uncertain 
world, she thinks back to her 
own childhood. The memory of 
that night in July 1996 when her 
father came home from work 
grin n in g mischievously haunts 
her again. “Tve given ft to the 
Times," she remembers him 


telling her mother. “You re- 
member that secret document 
we were preparing for Tepry 
Bums? The one where we list- 
ed every loopy thing we thought 
the Conservatives might want to 
do. It will be in tomorrow's 
papers. That'll really make fools 
of them." 

Zoe bites into another jam 
doughnut If only her father had 
known. 

Zoe’s Contract with Britain: 

£1,000 less in NICs, £800 
more in pension payments, 
£600 to cover sickness and 
mortgage Insurance. 


Alternatively, if the levellers held sway . . . 


%r, of course, it could turn out 
very differently. It is possible that 
Britain stands today at tbe end of 
the right-wing era which began in 
the Seventies and is about to re- 
turn to an era when taxes are rel- 
atively high and the state reclaims 
many of its old functions. 

Perhaps there will be no King 
William V, because by then Scot- 


land will be independent and 
England wiD have declared herself 
a federal European republic. Tbe 
aged and now^corpulent Will Hut- 
ton, a former left-wing scribbler 
and editor, will be Life President, 
presiding over a land of compul- 
sory higher education, higher pen- 
sions and higher income taxation. 

In tbat country, tbe effusions of 


Treasury officials back in 1996 will 
be regarded as a historical oddity, 
a last outbreak of radical mania. 
The former chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke wifl be regarded as the most 
interesting Conservative thinker of 
our era and the pound sterling will 
be a folk-memory. 

The executive country homes of 
the Thatcher era will have been 


broken up into flats. Any school- 
leavers who fail to get jobs in pri- 
vate companies will be taken on 
by one of the great renationalised 
corporations, such as British 
Telecommunications, or the BBC 
There will be no beggars on tbe 
streets, and no expensive motor- 
cars on the roads; trains, munic- 
ipal trolley buses and high petrol 


taxes have long since cleared the 
country of Jaguars, Porsches and 
Mercedes. In South Yorkshire, 
coal is being mined once again and 
the annual conference of Tirades 
Union Congress is reported at 
length on the front pages of most 
newspapers - none of which are 
owned by foreign magnates. 

All British children will be ex- 


pected to go to university; mon- 
ey wifl be tight for them, but there 
is plenty of cheap subsidised 
food, thanks to the warm climate. 
A minimum income and generous 
pensions ensure that older Britons 
do not suffer serious want On the 
other hand, no one is permitted 
to earn more than twice the 
average wage, or to inherit prop- 


erty of more than token value. 

Sometimes we look enviously 
abroad at the decadent, extrava- 
gant Germans, or the arrogant new 
world powers such as Thailand, 
which has recently taken our seat 
on the United Nations Security 
Council. We live in a less glam- 
orous country, but a safer one. And 
on the whole we prefer it that way. 


?! C< 


v I 

f \ * K 

'1C 


IP 

A W 


i v Dhnc free n? rn^fno 

! O i! ul/ O' Vw/ « . 

stonier. Without exception. 


Available from Dixons, Carphone Warehouse. The Link, Tandy, Currys, Comet, John Lewis Partnership, Granada, Tempo. Norweb, Hutchison Telecom Retail and Orange shops, 
Escom aid other leading high street, independent and service provider stockists, nationwide. Call 0800 80 10 80 for full details. 
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1 1 . *on Song Contostf [iqs bcon 

.^-formance- Riverdance - The Show, already seen by 3-2 minion people, features on GMTV tonight. The show, which was developed by producer Moya Doherty after the 1994 Eu photograph: Jere my Sutton H»bb^ 

Dublin, P Sndon and New York, will have a seven-week Scottish season at the Playhouse Theatre, Edinburgh, next February “ 


Portillo faces £70m bill 
for lavish HQ alterations 


CHRIS 6LACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Michael Portillo, the Defence 
Secretary', has been hit by an 
embarrassing £7Ilm demand 
for compensation from con- 
tractors working on the new 
£254m office complex for the 
MoD’s equipment procurement 
executive at Abbey Wood, near 
Bristol. The building, the largest 
office block in Western Europe, 
has already raised eyebrows 
for the luxury of its facilities. 
Now 12 companies, led by John 
Mowlem. say they are owed the 
money because ministry officials 
kept altering the design brief. 

Abbey Wood, which will be 
opened fry the Queen on Friday, 
is also attracting criticism from 
servicemen and (heir families 
ordered to move there. Unlike 
civil servants relocated to Bris- 
tol from London, they have not 
received £20.000 allowances to 
cover removal expenses. 

Known locally as The Pen- 
tagon and by its planners as Sim 
- as in Sim*Ciiy. the computer 
game - the vast complex, built 
of Pentland stone with indoor 


streets finished in Northum- 
brian slate, will house 4.400 
members of the procurement 
executive by the end of this year. 

Covering 9S acres, the site in- 
cludes an~ ornamental lake, 
s.tHX) trees, 28,000 shrubs. 230 
bathrooms. 26 lifts, a specially- 
buillrailway station, a 100-pupil 
nursery, an Italian suspension 
bridgeand glass-covered walk- 
wavs. When the mandarins are 
not assessing new defence 
equipment or placing orders, 
they can unwind in the cinema, 
sports centre or swimming pooL 

Civil service unions have at- 
tacked the lavishness of the de- 
sign. completed, they said, at the 
expense of redundancies. The 
MoD has justified the expense, 
saving that having the executive 
under one roof should eventu- 
ally save £l00m a year. 

The demand from the con- 
tractors for an extra £67m, on 
top of the £254m budget, casts 
a shadow over those trumpet- 
ed figures. Mowlem is under- 
stood to be arguing that w hile 
it was charged with overseeing 
the design and building work, 
it was not responsible for 


changes along the way. Some 
variations had been made by the 
contractors themselves. 

A senior executive at one of 
the firms involved said there bad 
been hundreds of alterations. 
“We say, “you asked for things 
not in the original design’. The 
MoD says, "no’. The problems 
are imm ense. Mowlem is trying 
to seek an accommodation. It’s 
a messy business." 

Mowlem said it was bound by 
client confidentiality clauses 
and could not comment. An- 
drew Gay, the head of Drake 
and Scull, the mechanical en- 
gineer, and another firm in- 
volved with the building, also 
refused to discuss the dispute. 
But Mr Gay said he “hoped for 
a negotiated outcome". 

A spokeswoman for the 
MoD at Abbey Wood, said: 
"Mowlem was responsible for 
the detailed design of the 
project. The MoD operated a 
tight change control procedure 
and that has been Mowed rig- 
orously." She said that while 
no legal proceedings were yet 
under way, they were in dis- 
cussion with Mowlem. 


Labour backs managers 
against Tube strikers 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

The Labour leadership yester- 
day took the highly unusual step 
of siding with the London Un- 
derground management over a 
24-hour strike which will bring 
the system to a virtual standstill 
for the first time in seven years. 

Asked about the prospect of 
a s umm er of conflict on the 
Tube network, David Blunkett, 
Labour spokesman on educa- 
tion and employment, declared 
his backing for the intervention 
of an independent arbiter - a 
suggestion made last week by 
London Underground. He said: 
“We are in favour of arbitration. 
We are in favour of that arbi- 
tration being binding and we 
think it inappropriate for the dis- 
pute to continue in the light of 
our proposal” 

Last week the management 
suggested that the conflict 
should be referred to the in- 
dustry’s wages 'board, which 
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A very down to earth 

question. 

The words 'American Express' are under- 
stood around the world. That's important if 
you're abroad and you find you need 
medical attention, cover for lost baggage or 
personal property, compensation for travel 
delay or funding for legal expenses. So if 
you need emergency assistance or even 
pre-travel advice, our representatives are on 
call 24 hours a day wherever on earth you 
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not be a Cardmember to take advantage of. 
You see, vour travel insurance provider can 
make a world of difference. 
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uses an arbitration process to 
settle disputes. 

Last ni g ht onion leaders were 
taken aback by Mr Bhmkett's 
comments and some left-wing 
drivers’ representatives said it 
was part of a continuing cam- 
paign by the Labour Party to 
capture voters in the South-east 

Travellers in London today 
face the mast chaotic day of the 
summer as the Two main Tube 
unions join forces in strike ac- 
tion. Unlike the previous 24 
hour stoppages, drivers be- 
longing to the Rail, Maritime 
and Transport workers' union 
are to walk out as well as their 
colleagues in Aslel At best, only 
a few shuttle services will run 
in the capital and severe traffic 

jams are expected on the roads. 

Attempts to resolve the dis- 
pute ended in deadlock early 
yesterday and it seemed as if 
both sides were as flu: apart as 
ever in the argument over work- 
ing hours. Another 24-hour 
stnke has been called for next 



David Blunkett: In favour 
of binding arbitration 

Thursday and then the unions 
plan to hold one a week until 
September. 

Ann Burfutt, head of human 
resources at London Under- 
ground, said last night that inne- 
gotiations she was faced by “12 
angry men wagging their fingers 
at me". She said that everyone 


Pigeon publicity 
stunt ruffles 
welfare groups 


STEVE LODGE 

Anima l welfare groups yester- 
day criticised a public rela- 
tions' stunt on behalf of an 
insurance company which in- 
volved sending live pigeons by 
courier. 

Financial journalists, despite 
being accustomed to the freebies 
and frippery proffered by the fi- 
nancial community and their 
public relations companies, were 
bemused and horrified yester- 
day to be sent live pigeons - in 
cardboard boxes by courier. 

The 77 pigeons sent out were 
aimed at promoting the launch 
of an obscure financial product 
by Scottish Life International, 
an insurer. 

Accompanying the pigeons 
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Pigeon carrier Birds were 
kept hi box without water 

were letters asking the financial 
journalists to let the birds go - 
they were homing pigeons. 

But wildlife charities and 
pressure groups expressed out- 
rage at the promotion and the 
Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals raised the 
possibility of a private prose- 
cution for the “totally irre- 
sponsible stunt". 

The birds had been in the 
boxes without food or water 
overnight before being delivered 
yesterday morning, according to 
Clarendon, the PR firm behind 
the stunt. Some birds had laid 
eggs in their carrying boxes. 

Even pigeon fanciers had 
doubts. Beatrice Penn of the 
Royal Pigeon Racing Associa- 
tion said: “1 can’t understand 
why a responsible organisation 
would send live birds to people 
without asking them first if 
they wanted them." 


would lose from the dispute: 
management, customers and 
the drivers who stand to forego 
more than £1,000 each during 
the rampaig n of industrial action. 

She insisted that the deal on 
offer was the best possible un- 
der the circ umstan ces. It is un- 
derstood that during the talks, 
the Underground management 
put forward a proposal for a 
two-year deal which would 
avoid what has become annual 
disruption to the Tube service. 

The management claimed 
that they had been presented 
with a new set of demands dur- 
ing the most recent talks, in- 
cluding calls for further 
reductions in the working week. 

The dispute with both unions 
centres on a fundamental dis- 
agreement over the meaning of 
a statement which settled a 
dispute last year linking a 37^2- 
hour week with improved per- 
formance. Unions argue that 
productivity has improved over 
the 12 months since the deal was 


signed, but management ar- 
gues that fresh efficiency mea- 
sures must be agreed. 

Jimmy Knapp, general secre- 
tary of the RMT, said the com- 
pany was not prepared to honour 
its “commitment’' of cutting an 
hour off the working week and 
accused LorKton Underground of 
working to a political rather than 
an industry agendo. 

■ More Lhan 130,000 workers 
at Royal Mail stage their third 
24-hour stoppage today amid 
mounting speculation that the 
Conservatives may include pri- 
vatisation of the postal services 
in their election manifesto. 
Ministers yesterday refused to 
rule out a sell-off as the Com- 
munication Workers’ Union 
pressed ahead with an escalat- 
ing campaign of industrial ac- 
tion in protest at management’s 
plans to improve efficiency. A 
36-hour strike beginning on 26 
July, a 48-hour stoppage on 31 
July and another 24-hour waJK 
out on 6 August are planned “ 


The RSPCA said it is a re- 
quirement under the 1911 Pro- 
tection of Animals' Act that 
people being sent live animals 
are made aware they are going 
to receive them. Convictions un- 
der the Act for causing “un- 
necessary suffering" cany 
maximum fines of £5 ,000 or six 
months in prison. 

Garendon's James McDon- 
ald said the company had called 
all organisations before sending 
the pigeons. He said it had fol- 
lowed professional advice, rent- 
ing the birds from pigeon 
fanciers in Brentford. Middle- 
sex (15 minutes by pigeon from 
London newspaper offices) and 
using established couriers with 
a special box for overnight trans- 
portation. 

This is thought to be the first 
PR stunt in Britain with live an- 
imals. Some years ago a leisure 
firm is said to have sent similarly 
outraged South African jour- 
nalists rabbits dyed in pink and 
yellow - the promoter’s corpo- 
rate colours. 

It is not known if any of the 
pigeons got loose in offices, but 
some journalists were loathe to 
touch them after being warned 
the birds were “rats with wings", 
- with their reputation for be- 
ing carriers of disease. 

Mr McDonald justified the 
“bold” campaign, saying: “How 
many companies are there sell- 
ing financial products? You 
want to be noticed." 

This is not the first time 
Scottish Life International's 
marketing director, John Alli- 
son -who claims to be a pigeon 
fancier himself - has seen the 
censuring of promotions he has 
been associated with. 

In 1994 Life Association of 
Scotland was fined £10,000 for 
alarmist advertising about pen- 
sions that mode what were con- 
sidered misleading references to 
the Maxwell scandal. Mr Alli- 
son was LAS’s marketing boss. 

Lilian Langley, a veteran 
fonder, who rented birds for the 
promotion, said: ‘‘People say it's 
cruel. But they don't have to 
come home - (hey must be con- 
tented to come home." 

However, last night six pi- 
geons were still awaked - 
including two of Mrs Langley’ s. 



Special delivery: Bewildered pigeon before flying home 

DAILY POEM * 

The Way through the Woods 

By Rudyarti Kipling 

They shut the way through the woods 

Seventy years ago. ' 

Weather and rain have undone it again, ' r 

And now you would never know 

There was once a road through the woods 

Before they planted the trees. 

It is underneath the coppice and heath. 

And the thin anemones. ' • ; . 

Only the keeper sees . . • r 

That, where the ring-dove broods, " : 

And the badgers roll at case, ' " f 

There was once a road through the woods. 

Yet, if you enter the woods 

Of a summer evening late, 1 •' 

When the night-air cools on ihe trout-rinaed - 

Where the otter whistles his mate g P 001 * ' 

(They fear not men in the woods, * 

Because they see so few) 

You will hear the beat of a horee’s feet 
And the swish of a skirt in the dew 

Steadily cantering through 
The misty solitudes, 

As though they perfectly knew ■ - V 

The old lost road through the woods, -ft 

But there is no road through the woorfc. > 

Kipling’s interest in the supernatural em , r(Wr i ™v 
and stories in the last phase of S SJ? er8Bd m 
his American wife 

sex. He wrote his first ghost stnrv^-rk^ 311 
Pook-stm, a collection of XSd ™ ey ' 5 

h 1906, 


for 


o 

- .**> 


the stolid moral lone of “If" in it* f of ^tiervereeandj 
some mcriu which seems to have 
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Britain’s 
biggest 
shop site 
for Kent 





JOJO MOVES 


One of the largest shopping and It 
leisure complexes in Europe is hi 
to be built in Kent, and will ere- ic 
ate nearly 14.000 temporary tc 
and permanent jobs.. the B 
Deputy Prime Minister, si 
Michael Heseltine. announced fi 
yesterday. sl 

' The £700 million Blucwater 
development in north-west 
Kent is the biggest construction 
project in the country and will 
inject £200 million into the lo- 
cal economy. There will be 275 
shops at the centre when it 
opens in 1999. including lead- 
ing chains Marks «& Spencer. 
House of Fraser. Bools and 
WH. Smith. 

The development will create 
h.SOO long-term jobs and an- 
other 7.000 during construction. 
Most of the b,S00 jobs will be 
in retail outlets and 2,000 will 
be in maintenance, adminis- 
tration and security. 

The MetroCentre in 
Gateshead, the largest shopping 
and leisure centre in Europe, 
occupies Z2 million square feet 
and employs 6,000 people in 
350 retail outlets. 

The scheme’s developers - 
the Australian property giant 
Lend Lease and the cement and 
central heating conglomerate 
Blue Circle Industries - said 
they were committed to em- 
ploying local people. The area 
is in the heart of the Thames 
Gateway, the zone designated 
by the Government for riverside 
regeneration from east London 
to Sheerness. 

“The Thames Gateway is no 
longeT the back doorstep of 
London, with Heathrow and the 
west at the front It is rapidly be- 
coming the front doorstep with 
East Thames Corridor and the 
^ITuimerMrH^ 

said yesterday. He described the 
Blucwater scheme aS a “classic 
example" of regenerating land 
previously used for industry. 


The 1.6 million-sq-ft site will 
cost £350m ui construct. Almost 
10 million people live wiihin an 
hour of the site, which is close 
to the M25. Jobcentres at Dan- 
ford, Gravesend and at the 
Blucwater site have already 
started helping local people to 
find jobs, during or after con- 
struction. 

The site is near the planned 















MetroCentre at Gateshead 

Site: 2.2 million square feet 
Employs: 6.000 people 
Shops: 350 

Visitors last year 28 million. 

Merry HU Centre at Dudley 

Site: ±9 million square feet 
(may increase by a further 
160,000sqft subject to 
planning permission) 

Employs: 4,000 people 
Shops: 260 

Visitors test year 25 million. 

Meadowhail Centre in 
Sheffield 

Site: 1.5 miWon square feet 
Employs: 4-7,000 seasonally 
Shops: 280 

Vlsitots last yean 30 minion. 

Lakeside Shopping Centre, .. 
Thurrock - . f - - . I 

Site: 1.3 million square feet 
Brrtfa&ZfOO people 
Shops:" 320 . 

Visitors last yean 22 million. 

Ebbsfleet railway station, on the 
Channel Tunnel rail link due to 
open in 2002. 

It is estimated that Bluewa- 
ter will attract 30 million site vis- 
itors and Jb55m a year to the 
area. A Dartford Borough 

Council spokesman said: *A lew 

years ago this qoany %** png 
to be the biggest landfill site m 
Europe. Now we will have this 

wonderful new development 

which will bring people from 
1 miles around, even from tu 
rope” 
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colour prints featuring some of Noble, 67 an international 

the finest rafl^con^cbons present at 

of Victorian times, wfllm time 

become <»Ueaors it«ns. Cutely delighted" to see that 

Brunei, who died in his at last been 

Ssembled. “1 inherited some of 
^e&°”- anati ° Dalher " 

raa ^^ db rand S ’teclSal Mr Noble said be thought 
several thousand techmcat . — lia ^ y set out to 
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pen and watercolour designsww f m New York, would 
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Watered down Scott for sale on CD-Rom 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Wa s&ninster Correspondent 

Writte n evidence showing at- 
tempts by former and current 
'jwentment ministers to water 
down critiujm of ther in the 
Scott arms to Iraq report will 
not be publicly available until 
2026 at the earliest 
Much of ttie evidence to the 
39-month inquiry into what 
Whitehall knew about exports 


of defence equipment to Iraq, 
is published today. But the two 
CD-Rom disks to be issued by 
this afternoon - the first time 
CD-Rom has been used for an 
official inquiry - will not con- 
lam the most sensitive materi- 
al. The pair of disks will cost 
£150 plus VAT compared with 
the report, published lost Feb- 
ruary. priced at £45. 

Not included in the 20,000 
pages on the disks Is corre- 


spondence between Sir Richard 
Scott and current and former 
ministers following release of his 
draft report, and most of the ev- 
idence from the security ser- 
vices. Opposition politicians 
anxious to score points against 
William Vtoldegrave, the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, who 
was criticised in the draft bifl not 
in the final version, will be dis- 
appointed since correspon- 
dence from him and his lawyers 


is in the excluded material. 

Also excluded are the ex- 
changes oyer toe draft report 
between Sir Richard and Lord 
Howe, the farmer Foreign Sec- 
retary and Sir Nicholas Lyell, 
the Attorney-General. Lord 
Howe kept up a behind-the- 
scenes running dialogue with Sir 
Richard over the legal para- 
meters of his probe. 

Other former and current 
ministers and senior civil ser- 


vants retained City law firms to 
make representations on (heir 
behalf with Sir Richard Those 
papers wD be consigned to toe 
Public Records Office at Kew 
and will come within- toe rule 
that bars inspection of govern- 
ment documents for 30 years. 

Part of the most keenly- 
awaited evidence on the disks 
is the written evidence of Sir 
Charles Powell, Lady Thatcher’s 
former private secretary when 


she was at Dawning Street Sir 
Charles was the most notable of 
those not summoned to a pub- 
lic quizzing by Sir Richard and 
Presiley Baxendale QC, the in- 
quiry’s counsel 
In letters to Sir Richard, the 
former private secretary is ex- 
pected to have fried to explain 
an apparent contradiction be- 
tween a brief in which he said 
that the Prime Minister “will 
wish to be kept very closely in 


touch at every stage and con- 
sulted on all relevant deci- 
sions” and Lady Thatcher's 
insistence to the inquiry that 
she could not recall seeing 
any proposals for introducing 
a more libera] trade policy to- 
wards Iraq. 

It should also be possible to 
judge from the CD-Rom which 
witnesses needed to be per- 
suaded to give evidence. Re- 
quests from Sir Richard for 


assistance will be included on 
toe disks. 

From tomorrow, the inquiry 
team will begin packing up. 
The senior figures have already 
moved on. Sir Richard is de- 
voted full-time to his role as 
Vice-Chancellor; Ms Baxendale 
is back at the Bar and Oiristo- 

pherMuttukmnanj, the inquiry's 

redoubtable secretary, is one of 
two deputies in toe Ministry of 
Defence’s legal department. 


Botham names price 
of South Africa tour 


CLARE GARNER 

Ian Botham admitted in toe 
High Court yesterday that he 
demanded £500,000 tax-free to 
tour South Africa in 19S9. The 
former England all-rounder 
also wanted proper compensa- 
tion for any contracts and 
endorsements he might lose 
because of the venture. 

“It's quite obvious you had no 
objection to going to South 
Africa if the money was right," 
suggested George Carman QC. 
counsel for the former Pakistani 
skipper Imran Khan, who is 
being sued by Botham and his 
former England teammate 
'*nan Lamb over allegations of 
racism. 

“No, it says quite dearly in my 
autobiography that I ended 
up saying no because I changed 
my mind." Botham said. "You 
won't find any reference to 
finance. Race was the reason 
at the end of the day why I didn’t 
go- H 

Botham told Mr Justice 
French and the jury that he lis- 
tened to toe invitation by the 
South African Cricket Board 
“out of pique or spite" because 
he was not induded in Eng- 
land's team for toe winter tour 
of the West Indies. 

Botham and Lamb claim that 
Imran launched an “offensive 
personal attack” on them in an 
India Today magazine artidc 
that called them racist, 
uneducated and lacking class 
and upbringing. 

Botham done is suing Imran 
over a May 1994 story in 77rc 
Sun, which, he rays, accused him 
of ball-tampering - something 
he had never done in his career. 

Imran, who denies libel, says 



Pitch battles: Imran Khan 
(above) and Ian Botham 



his words were taken out of con- 
text and that he was only trying 
to defend himself. 

Mr Carman questioned 
Botham for 45 minutes. He 
argued that the plaintiff’s anti- 
racist sentiments were not as 
strong as he had made out to the 
jury the previous day. 

Mr Carman went on to 
accuse Botham of being a cheat. 


Reading from Law Eight of toe 
Laws of Cricket, Mr Carman 
said: "The bowling of fast shon- 
pitchcd halls is unfair if in the 
opinion of toe umpire at the 
bowler's end it constitutes an at- 
tempt to intimidate the crick- 
eter.” He explained how. in such 
an instance, the bowler would 
be cautioned by the umpire. 
Botham denied that this was 
cheating. 

Mr Carman pressed him: 
“That’s what it says in the 
rules." Botham replied: “This 
rule was written in for over use 
of short bowling ... It does say 
in the plural - ‘balls’.” 

Mr Carman repeated his 
point: “If a bowler is cautioned 
for intimidatory bowling, would 
you say that the bowler has been 
cheating because he intimidat- 
ed the batsman?” 

Botham replied abruptly: 
,i No. sir." 

Mr Carman paused and then 
said thoughtfully: “Ah, you 
wouldn't. Is that because you've 
been cautioned yourself?” 
Botham replied: "I think there 
aren’t many quick bowlers who 
haven’t, sir." 

Mr Carman picked up the 
pace. “Do you say that a breach 
of Law Eight is not cheating at 
cricket?" Botham replied: “If 
you break the rules in any sport 
you’re cheating sir, yes." 

Again Mr Carman main- 
tained his line and Botham 
qualified his answer. 

“If you continue to break 
Law Eight you will not contin- 
ue to bowl in toe match ... 
Of course you are [cheating], 
sir, because then you're 
not allowed to bowl 
longer.” 

The case continues today. 


any 



Clearly the best: Nick Dolan, keeper at the Sunderland Museum, Tyne and Wear, with the glass horse's head by Lalique on loan from the 
Queen. The head Is one of 200 Art Deco and Art Nouveau items on show in the Art of Glass exhibition Photograph: Andy LamtVNewsteam. 
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Our 75th Anniversary sale is now on! 

Prices take a trip down memory lane with lots of unmissable offers. 

But hurry or you’ll miss out. 

CDs from £4JH Videos from £4JH Games from E19JB 

Sale raids umw 
S aturday 27th July 

Subject to availability at participating stores. 
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Evening Primrose Oil 
Capsules lOOOmg x 30 
was SS*,'? now £2.74 

save £2.75 


500 mg 

EVENING 
; Primrose Oil 

Healthaafis j 30CAPSUES 
Evening Primrose Oil \ 

Ojpsults 500m j x 30 
kcs £379 now E1.89 



save £1.90 i 
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Children’s author 

accuses novelists 
of losing the plot 


DAVID LISTER 

The winner of Britain's premier 
children's book award broke 
with literary convention yes- 
terday when he used his 
acceptance speech to denounce 
.fellow authors. 

Philip Pullman won the 
Carnegie Medal, nicknamed 
the Booker of the Playground, 
for bis fantasy, Nonhem Lights , 
the first book in a trilogy in- 
spired by Paradise Lost. In his 
acceptance speech, he ridiculed 
Booker prize-winner A S Byatfs 
latest novel in particular, and 
castigated contemporary nov- 
elists in general. 
a Receiving the award from 
■* Rabbi Julia Neuberger in Lon- 
don yesterday, Mr Pullman said 
he oould only have told such a 
vast story and dealt with such 
large themes in the form of a 
children's book. 

“In adult literary fiction, sto- 
nes are there on snfierance,” he 
said. “Other things are fell to 
be more important - technique, 
style, literary knowingness. The 
present day would-bc George 
Eliots take up their stories as if 
with a pair of tongs- They're em- 
barrassed by them. If they could 
write novels without stories in 


them, they would. Sometimes 
they do. 

“But stories are vital. There's 
more wisdom in a story than in 
volumes of philosophy, and 
there's a hunger for stories in 
all of us. Children know they 
need them, and gp for them with 
passion, but all of us adults need 
them too. All of us, that is, 
except those limp and jaded 
people who think they’re loo 
grown-up to need them. 

“What characterises the best 
of children's authors is that 
they know how important 
Ihe stories are, and they know 
that if you start telling a story 
you've got to cany on till you 
get to the end. And you can't 
provide two ends, either, and in- 
vite the reader to choose be- 
tween them. Or, as in a highly 
praised novel I'm about to stop 
reading, three different begin- 
nings. Can't she make up her 
mind?” 

Prize officials confirmed 
afterwards that Mr Pullman 
was referring to A S Byatt, and 
her new book, The Tower Of 
BabeL 

The Carnegie Medal was 
first awarded to Arthur Ran- 
some in 1936. Philip Pullman, 
a former teacher, who writes in 


a shed at the bottom of his 
garden, says of his new book: 

“I wanted to say everything 1 
know about the really big things 
in life, and was inspired by the 
majesty of the images in Par- 
adise Lost . Children’s books 
are ihe only place where real- 
ly great writing can happen 
these days, so it had to be a chil- 
dren's book.” 

Mr Pullman's win highlights 
the problem many British 
authors feel, of books being 
pigeonholed into the children s 
market, and then being ignored 
by adults. In America, Northern 
Lights has been marketed as an 
adult book and has been given 
a print run of 100,000. 

Linda Saunders, of the Youth 
Libraries Group, which selects 
the winners, said: “A 399-page 
book inspired by Paradise Lost 
is not perhaps the most natur- 
al choice for a children's book 

prize- .- , 

But Pullman s magnificent, 
archetypal storytelling is a life- 
enhancing challenge to young 
readers. There's an enigmatic 
intensity to the book, which has 
scene after scene of power and 
beauty." 

Leading article, page 15 
Section Two, page 13 


Opening Of Northern Lights 

Lyra and her daemon moved through the - 
darkening Hall taking care to keep to one 
side, out of agjil of the kitchen. The three 
great tables that ran the length of the Hall 
were laid already, the silver and the glass . * t 
catching what little light there was, and the . y. 
long benches were pulled out ready for the • ,-A-' 

guests. Portraits of former Masters hung _-■/ r-j 

high up in the gloom along the wilt. Lyra • * l •- - ■ 

reached the dais and looked bade at the 

openkitchen door and, seeing no one, 
stepped up beside the high tabk~ The plMes 

- • here were laid with gold, not ahrer, and the 

fourteen seals were not oak benches but 

maho gany chairs with velvet cushions. 
Lyrafloppedbeside the Masters chmr , 

and flicked the biggest glass gently with a 
fingernail. The sound rang clearly through 
the Hall. 

“You’re not taking unssenousiy, • 
whispered berdaeincm. “Behareypuiselt . : y£3K||£t; 

- Hex daemon's name was Panlatennw and * \J 

tewascnnientfyinthefcmpfampth,a - • 

_ ^rfr hTtiwn onesaas nottp show up m tne - ,/j 
darkness of the fiWL * ’ "** ' * 








“They're making too much noise to hear 
•• from the kitchen,” Lyra whispered tack. 

“And die Steward doesn’t come m till the 

-first belL Stop fussing.” . 

; r Bui she put her palm over the ringing 
crystal anyway, and Pantalaimcm fluttered 
■: ahead Through the slightly open door of the 
Retiring Room at the other end of the dais. 

, After a moment he appes^agm. • 

“There’s no one there, he whispered. Bui 
' we must be quick.” 


arts news 


Of the Chlmbu people, is exhibiting (on canvas; 


: racist ! 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

An unexpected literary feud is 
♦airin g shape following a 
demand from the Welsh Acad- 
emy that the Booker judge AN 
Wilson be sacked from this 

year's panel on the grounds that 
he is an “out-and-out racist . 

The Academy represents 
some 1,500 writers including 
Bernice Rubens, who won the 
Booker prize in 1970 and 
Andrew Davies, who wore the 
recent BBC adaptation of Pride 
and Prejudice. 

In a letter to the award’s tong; 

rime organiser, Martyn Goff, 
the academy registered a formal 
complaint and requested Mr 
Wilson, literary editor of the 


London Evening Standard, be 
dropped from the five-strong 
judging panel chaired by the 
founder of the publishers 
Virago, Carmen CaM. 

“One ofyour judges, AN Wil- 
son, is well known for his strident 
anti-Welsh views,” the letter 
warned. “His Dl-informed opin- 
ions include the following from 
the Evening Standard on 6 
March 1993: The Welsh have 
never made any significant 

““".is 

chitecture, no gastronomic 
tradition, and, since the Middle 
Ags, no Gteiature worthy of the 
name. 7 ” 


onto the panel in the first place, 
Mr Thomas argued. 

“It seems to be acceptable to 
say these things about Welsh 
people. They are characteristic 
of a certain type of Oxbndge 
intellectual. We feel the Welsh 
are the last group that it k 
acceptable to be racist about 


award, it continued: “It does you 
no favours to include an out- 
and-out racist on the 1996 pan- 
eL Indeed, such a state of affairs 
should not be tolerated in a 
civilised society. We therefore 

ask that AN Wilson be removed 

from this year’s panel of 

, , n acceptance iv ia. 

bad taken such a firm line 
because A N Wilson’s com- 
ments were indicative of anti- 


jUUC. 

Noting that the Booker was 
Britain’s best-known literary 


icucu nv “ - t — . , 

nate against novels submitted 
for the Booker by Welsh 

aU u??" Wilson directed his Mr uon, uowcvh, «« ~~ 

srsttwa sassasssi 


There was growing anger in 
Whies about the use of the 
verb “to welsh”, meaning “to 
swindle”, Mr Thomas added, 
linked to a growing confidence 
in Whies and Welshness. "Yet 
Wilson described the Welsh as 
dingy, sly and untalented.” 

Mr Goff, however, is un- 


think.They said, -This is racism, 
wfll you push him off your pan- 
el’. But really, the private views 
of our judges are not our con- 
cern in any way ” he reported. 
“Any minority thing is then 

own business and not ours. AN 

Wilson is there to stay - ab- 
solutely. There could be a hun- 
dred reasons for removing hum 

but this is not one of them. 

Mr Wilson was oblivious to 
the storm he had caused yes- 
terday, as he was driving to 
Cornwall for a two-week hob- 
dav. This year’s Booker Prize 
will be awarded on 29 October. 
■ Our reference to the film Stiff 
Upper Lips on yesterday’s page 

was in error. In fact, it is not due 

to come out until late this year 
or early next year. 
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Vanessa’s just 
insured the 
contents of her 

home for 
£10.20 a month 
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politics 


Archer is 
brought to 
book by 
his peers 


The Tory peer Jeffrey Archer 
was yesterday voted the “most 
overrated author who ever 
lived"- by his feflnw politic ians. 

The best-selling novelist just 
beat controversial author 
Salman Rushdie into second 
place m the poll of 129 
MPs.Then came Henry James, 
Martin Amis, D H Lawrence, 
Enid Blyton and Iris Murdoch. 

Karl Marx got four votes - 
from Labour and Liberal MPs. 

As the results of the survey 
were being released. Archer vns 
at Harrods, signing copies of his 
latest novel. The Fourth Estate. 

He was due to be there 
until 1pm, but left 10 minutes 
early - because not enough 
people turned up. Told of the 
result of the vote, Archer 
replied curtly; “ How wonder- 
ful." He declined to comment 
further. A Harrods sales assis- 
tant said: “ There were not as 
many people as we expected, so 
he left early." 

Seventy-six Conservative, 50 
Labour and three Liberal De- 
mocrat MPs replied to Dillons' 
first “Books m the House" sur- 
vey. They voted Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn best living author. 



Binding decision: Archer’s latest read walks off the shelves just ahead of Hansard 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 
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Nationalist SDLP MPs, led by 
John Hume, last night told 
John Major that there was “no 

S iestion" of the peace talks in 
orthern Ireland breaking 
down. But they laid the blame 
for the violence which has 
brought Ulster to crisis point 
firmly on the shoulders of the 
Orangemen. 

They warned the Prime Min- 
ister that the RUC was “not 
acceptable in any big national- 
ist bousing estates anywhere in 
Northern Ireland” and raised 
the reports in the Independent 
about ethnic cleansing. Joe 
Hendron, the SDLP MP for 
Belfast West, said the MPs said 
it was caused by “sectarian big- 
otry" which would not end un- 
til there was a peace settlement. 

Irish minis ters will travel to 
London for talks with British 
ministers today to underline the 


anger felt by the nationalist 
community airer the decision to 
allow Orangemen to march by 
a nationalist estate at Dnimcree, 

The British ministers are 
ready to listen, but they are 
determined to reinforce the 
need for tougher security across 
the border, following the bomb- 
ing of a hotel in Enniskillen us- 
ing a car stolen in the South. 

The two sides are expected to 
use the meeting to try to put the 
Northern Ireland peace process 
back on track after their angry 
exchanges over the outpouring 
of violence in Ulster. - 

Both sides recognise that re- 
lations have reached the lowest 
ebb since the peace process be- 
gan, and they have no alterna- 
tive but to try to repair the 
damage. Sir Patrick Mayhew. 
the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, will meet 
Dick Spring, the Irish Foreign 
minister, with Nora Owen, the 
Irish justice minister, and 
Michael Ancram, the Northern 
Ireland minister. 

Dublin and London will seek 
to accelerate the cross-party 
talks on to substantive issues but 
there is no prospect of Sinn Fein 
being allowed in until the IRA 
resumes its ceasefire. 

Mr Hume and SDLP MPs 


accused the Ulster Unionists of 
breaking the foundation for 
the cross-party peace talks, the 
Mitchell principles, by becom- 
ing involved in violence, a 
charge denied by David Trim- 
ble, the Ulster Unionist leader. 
Mr Hendron said: “There is no 
question of the talks breaking 
down. We are boycotting the fo- 
rum, which is a side issue, but 
the peace process is not dead. 
The peace is in tatters but it can 
be mended." 

In Belfast, the future of Sir 
Hugh Annesky, the RUC Chief 
Constable, came under further 
attack yesterday when it 
emerged he will face a vote A 
no confidence from the Polict 
Authority later this week. 

Sean Neeson. a member of 
the authority, said: “I believe 
that the vast majority of people 
in Northern Ireland, regardless 
of which community they come 
from, have no confidence in the 
decisions that were taken over 
Drumcree and their aftermath " 

According to a senior RUC 
source Sir Hugh has no inten- 
tion of resigning despite the bar- 
rage of criticism. But he is also 
expected to come under fierce 
cross-examination by the Irish 
government at thc’Anglo-Irish 
conference. 


New Lord Chief 
Justice enters 
fray on judges 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Government hopes that the 
new Lord Chief Justice would 
be less troublesome than his 
outspoken predecessor. Lord 
Taylor, were dashed last night 
when Lord Bingham delivered 
a staunch defence of judges' role 
in judicial review and the 
development of the law. 

Stepping into the constitu- 
tional fray between ministers 
and the judiciary, Lord Bingham 
also used his first major speech 
since his appointment to chal- 
lenge critics of his commit- 
ment to incorporating the Eur- 
opean human rights convention 
into UK law. 

In the wake of criticisms that 
judges are becoming too “po- 
litical" and too prone to strik- 
ing down ministerial decisions 
as illegal, he told the annual 
Lord Mayor’s judges’ dinner 
that it was “preposterous" to 
suggest judges were equivocal 
in their deference to parliament- 
ary sovereignty - but no con- 
stitutional democracy govern- 
ed by the rule of law could func- 
tion without judicial review. 

When he switched from be- 
ing Master of the Rolls to Lord 
Chief Justice in May, on Lord 
Taylor's retirement through ill- 
health, Lord Bingham pro- 
voked a wave of criticism from 
right-wingers for suggesting 
that judges might develop a civ- 
il law of privacy. 

But be insisted last night 
that judges would “also, when 
the need arises, contribute to 
the organic, incremental de- 
velopment of ... the law.” 



Lord Bingham: Committed 
to developing the law 

Lord Bingham was one of the 
first judges to call for the Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights to be incorporated into 
domestic law, a commitment 
provoking another onslaught 
from critics. The Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Mackay, has in- 
sisted that such a move would 
unduly politicise the judiciary. 

Lora Bingham said breach- 
es of the convention were al- 
ready the subject of judicial 
decision, but only in Stras- 
bourg. “Commentators who 
attach most importance to 
appreciation of conditions in 
this country, and who are most 
critical of decisions reached in 
Strasbourg, might be expected 
to see merit in this reform." he 
declared. 

He also called on the Gov- 
ernment to ensure impleme- 
ntation of the civil justice 
reforms due to be unveiled by 
Lord Woolf, the Master of (&: 
Rolls, next Friday. 


Lilley gets tough 
on benefit claims 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Claimants of income support 
are to free tougher require- 
ments to provide the right 
information for their claim, 
and will no longer be chased 
up if they do not pursue a 
claim, under a radical redesign 
of the safety-net benefit ann- 
ounced yesterday by Peter Lil- 
ley, the Secretary of State for 
Social Security. 

A study of the benefit, which 

involves 4 million claims a year 
and costs£1.7bn to administer, 
has shown h involves 300 steps, 
only a third of which are com- 
puterised. It uses over 250 
forms and takes five days and 
up to five members of staff to 
process a claim. Yet they spend 
only 29 minutes working on it 

The “radical redesign" 
should cut the number of steps 
to 100 and make the process 
largely paper-free, Mr Lilley 
said, with the main checks for 
errors to be made at the be- 
ginning, not, as now, at the end. 

A third Of the time is spent 
chasing information from the 
customer, he said, so “we will 


- - 


make clearer what information 
is required and put the onus on 
claimants to provide it.” Staff 
will also be given tighter time 
targets to dear claims “so that 
staff are no longer perversely 
encouraged to pursue claimants 
who lost interest in their claim.” 

The change will increase Lhe 
responsibility of new claimants 
to provide mortgage and hous- 
ing details, their last wage 
cheque, income and other de- 
tails, a DSS spokeswoman said. 

The redesign of how income 
support is delivered - to be fol- 
lowed by similar reviews of ail 

foe major benefits -is part of 

Mr Lilley s plans to improve the 
department’s efficiency by 25 
per cent over three years if®i 
programme expected to cur its 
96,000 staff by 20,000 by 1993 . 

the process 
should improve accuracy and re- 
duce large losses from over- 
rents. he said, as the annual 
report from the Chief Adiudi- 
cauon Officer has showTw^. 
fui levels of accuracy in benefit 
Frenis. In fewer than- 60 per 
rent ofmeome support cases did 
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news 


Journey to centre of eart h puts a gloss on £ eQ ^ y 

— helped us gain materials from 

• - — 1 theearth, such as oil, gas and 


Quakes and 
volcanic eruptions 
among Natural 
History Museum's 
new £12m display 

LOUISE JURY 

It is science, but not as we know 
iL The new vision of the world 
unveiled ai the Natural History 
Museum yesterday is a high- 
tech, high-gloss drama with 
the sound nf ambient music. 

The public will get their first 
glimpse of the first major 
National Lottery-funded pro- 
ject to be unveiled when the 
doors of the museum's new 
£12m earth science galleries in 
London are thrown open on 
Saturday. 

In the welcoming atrium, a 
giant escalator lakes visitors 
through a massive revolving 
globe sculpture of beaten cop- 
per, iron and zinc in a “journey 
through the centre of the 
earth'’. Upstairs, the bold can 
experience a simulation of last 
year’s Kobe earthquake in a 
replica of a Japanese super- 
market. Another section tells 
the story of the volcanic erup- 
tion of Mount. Pinatubo in the 
Philippines in 1991. 

The new galleries are ex- 
pected to attract an extra 2 mil- 
lion visitors a year to the 
museum. At the formal launch 
yesterday, Virginia Boltomley, 



Earth shattering experience: i^art of the «». “rth sciences -ispie, that ^es - 


museum of the 21st-century 


tant.” Understanding them 
helped us gain materials from 
the earth, such as oil, gas and 
building materials, in a re- 
sponsible way, while many min- 
£rals and gems were simply 
beautiful in themselves, he 
-aid. They also helped explain 

how landscapes were fanned by 
the earth’s internal processes- 
Sir David Attenborough, the 
naturalist said yesterday. “Per- 
haps scientists have taken for 
granted for loo long that the ex- 
citement they feel J° r 
subject is automatically felt by 
everybody. This restores lb e 
wonder of what has for too tong 

been considered rather dull 

and dire stuff. . . 

Roy Hawkey, head of edu- 
cation said the museum want- 
ed to stimulate interest. Its a 
question of widening horizons 
rather than simply being a col- 
lection of the answers. 

The demands of national 
curriculum science had been 
considered in drawing up 
the designs. But he added. 
“Although we’re predominantly 
a science-based institution 
we’re not neglecting the rest of 
die curriculum. We’re keen 
to encourage, people to look 
at the exhibitions from the 
point of view of aesthetics and 

history too.” . , 

The new galleries have been 
constructed using the latest 

emdronmentally-fnendty tecn- 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman notojg. JJggJ an 
. On the face 


museum. At the formal launen employed to give us a museum ence”. the old geological to •gSSSSm^ matching of taking up to lh _ 
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began after wha.tenseun.dhecu.DnNea !8 Months ago .0 prepare for KTZ. 


accessible to visitors. The aul? modem 

Srth sciences are so unpor- backing u up. 
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international 


Bosnia crisis: Islamic states insist l-For must seize Serbian leaders and bring them to trial 


Pressure grows 
on the West to 
arrest Karadzic 


DAVID USBORNE 
New 'fork 
SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The Western powers are facing 
their worst crisis over Bosnia 
since the signing of the Duylon 
Peace Accord because of" the 
continuing presence in the 
country of Radovan Karadzic, 
the Bosnian Serb leader. 

Diplomatic activity reached 
a pitch yesterday, including at 
the United Nations, where 
Islamic nations supported a 
draft Security Council resolu- 
tion that would demand Nalo 
arrest Mr Karadzic and the 
Bosnian Serb military com- 
mander. General Ratko Mladic 

The draft UN resolution, 
obtained by the Independent. 
which will he circulated to Se- 
curity Council members by 
Egypt, voices a determination 
to keep the Bosnian Serb leader 
out of the elections. It “requests 
the Implementation Force (1- 
For| leanest Radovan Karadz- 
ic and Ratko Mladic and 
surrender them to the Interna- 
tional Tribunal in the Hague and 
authorises I- For to use force, 
if necessary, to execute this 
mission". 

The issue of what to do about 
Mr Karadzic, has become ur- 
gent because of the planned 
opening this Friday of the elec- 
tion campaign in Bosnia. Pres- 
sure is growing from several 
comers for a Nato-managed 
military snatch of Mr Karadz- 
ic from his base in Pale, a for- 
mer winter resort near Sarajev o. 

Mr Karadzic has been 
charged with war crimes by the 
International Tribunal and is the 
subject of an arrest warrant The 
American official in charge of 
monitoring the elections in 


Bosnia, Robert Frowick, of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe, has 
vowed to bar the Serbian 
Democratic Party (SDS) from 
the campaign while Mr Karadz- 
ic, who is its chairman, remains 
on Bosnian soil. However, most 
observers believe an election 
without the SDS would be 
meaningless. 

Ambassadors of the so-called 
Contact Group of countries 
most closely involved in the 
peace process - Britain, the 
United States. France, Ger- 
many and Russia - were due to 
meet late yesterday to iron out 
their differences over the best 
way forward. 

Germany and the US have 
been most outspoken in threat- 
ening tough measures to force 
out Mr Karadzic, preferably 
via the rcimposition of eco- 
nomic sanctions. 

Even Britain, which untQ re- 
cently advised against inflaming 
Balkan tensions, has, according 
to senior sources, accepted that 
one of three options will now- 
have to be considered: a grad- 
ual reintroduclkin of econom- 
ic sanctions against the Bosnian 
Serbs and possibly also against 
Yugoslavia; a full-fledged re in- 
troduction of sanctions by the 
Security Councfl: at the extreme 
end of the spectrum, a military 
kidnapping of Mr Karadzic and 
General Mladic. 

Britain and other states have 
asked Carl BildL the senior 
international civilian represen- 
tative in Bosnia, to come to the 
UN in New York as soon as 
possible to consider the next 
steps forward. 

If either Mr Bildt or the 
commander of I-For, Admiral 
Leighton Smith, formally noti- 
fy the UN that the parties to 


Dayton are in violation of its 
provisions, all former sanctions 
applied to Yugoslavia would 
automat icaliy be reimposed. 

Hopes that the crisis may still 
be defused rest mainly with 
President Bill Clinton’s per- 
sonal envoy. Richard Hol- 
brooke, who arrived yesterday 
in Belgrade for talks" with the 
Serbian President. Slobodan 
Milosevic. Mr Holbrooke was 
expected to IhreaLen the rcim- 
position of sanctions unless Mr 
Karadzic is persuaded to leave 
Bosnian territory. 

While the US administration 
is on the side of the hawks in 
wishing to threaten and. if nec- 
essary, implement sanctions, it 
is divided over the plan to 
arrest Mr Karadzic. While the 
Stale Department is believed to 
strongly favour that option, the 
Pentagon has voiced fervent 
opposition. 

Nam leaders are still op- 
posed to giving I-For forces 
stronger powers to hunt down 
and arrest Bosnian war crimi- 
nals. Nato officials said yester- 
day. Although the alliance has 
not ruled out adopting a 
tougher tine, the Ifi member 
countries still hold out the hope 
that diplomatic pressure will 
persuade Mr Milosevic to 
round up the Bosnian Serb war 
criminals himself. 

Despite tougher words from 
some l-For commanders, there 
have been no attempts within 
the North Atlantic Council to 
change their policy, said Nalo 
sources, and no discussions on 
(he matter arc planned. 

"The council has not seen fit 
to change policy. It is continu- 
ing to stick with it. There is con- 
sensus on this from all the 
allies," one Nato official said. 

Letters, page IS 



Radovan Karadzic: If he refuses to leave Bosnia, sanctions may be reimposed on 
the Bosnian Serb entity and even on Yugoslavia Photograph: Rex Features 


Cruise to Calais in comfort.. 

RELAX and just cruise across from Dover to Calais - 
the shortest sea route to France. 

Large, luxurious car ferries with shops, restaurants 
and entertainment on board, plus hovercraft, 
provide rapid, comfortable crossings with a departure 
every thirty minutes. Fast on and off loading 
on both sides of the Channel helps to speed your 

journey. Instant motorway access from 
Calais port provides an open door to the entire 
European motorway network. 



For a shopping day, 
a relaxing stay or lor immediate 
access to motorway... 

Calais 

...begins with sea. 

DOVER/CALAIS 

OVER 140 CROSSINGS DAILY 
BY P&O EUROPEAN FERRIES, STENA LINE, 
SEAFRANCE & HOVERSPEED. 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 

%r, died in a prison hospital outside Pans. He was SI. 
Touvier, nicknamed “The Hangman of ^9“ 
for life in April 1994. Last month, Tourer's children had 
asked French President Jacques Chirac for a pardon be- 
cause the former collaborator was in the final stages oi 
terminal cancer. Reuter - Paris 


T he Pentagon will develop a plat to protect US 

troops in the Gulf and other areas against terrorists 
nring nuclear, chemical and biological weapons as well as 
truck bombs. Defense Secretary William Perry said- 
Reuter- Washington 

Argentine Defence Minister Oscar CamtHon resigned 
/%amid a gcandp i over the secret sale of weapons to 
Ecuador and Croatia last year, becoming the second 
minist er to quit in a week. The resignation came 18 
months after the gen n Hal first broke and a few hours after 
a federal judge asked for the minis ter's parliamentary im- 
munity to be lifted. Rader - Buenos Aires 

T he European Union said retaliation for anti-Cuba trade 
laws by Washington would go ahead despite a partial US 
concession. European counter-measures are expected to be 
agreed by ministers at their next council meeting. On 
Tuesday, President Bill Clinton said part of the He lms- Bur- 
ton Act, under which foreign companies investing in Cuba 
can be sued in US courts, would Ik suspended for six 
months. The EU still intends to fight back by appealing to 
the World Hade Organisation and, possibly, by imposing 
visas on visiting US businessmen. Sarah Helm - Brussels 

A hotel fire in Shenzen, southern China, killed 29 

and injured 13. Survivors escaped by sliding down 
knotted bedsheets. Reuter - Shenzhen 


fast Timor marked 20 years of occupation by 
^Indonesia with. some anti -government graffiti scribbled 
on wails the only sign of dissent. The annual Integration 
Day ceremony took place without incident in front of the 
governor’s office in the capital Dili, of what was once 
Portugal's most remote colonial outpost. Reuter- Jakarta 


C hina’s future garrison in Hong Kong will show they 
are a civilised force, the troops' head said in an attempt 
to dispel fears within the colony. General Uu Zhenwu, 
who is in Hong Kong for a throe-day tour of British 
garrison units, is the highest-ranking Chinese officer ever 
to have visited the British colony, which returns to Chinese 
rule on 1 July next year. General Liu said the Chinese 
army would explain its principles to Hong Kong people so 
“they can understand us". AP - Hang Kong 


S ixteen men in California have been charged with 
participating in an international Internet paedophile 
ring in which members once chatted online while a 
10 -year-old girl was being molested. According to the 
federal grand jury indictment, the men belonged to a 
group called the “Orchid Club," a chat room in which 
users swapped stories about child sex and conspired to 
produce and exchange sexually explicit images of girls as 
young as Svo.AP -San Jose 


J ohn Panozzo of the rock band Styx died at his home, 
aged47. Panozzo, co-founder and drummer in the band, 
suffered from cirrhosis of the liver as a result of chronic 
alcoholism. Panozzo helped form Styx with his twin 
brother. Chuck Panozzo, in the 1960s and rode a wave of 
success that included four consecutive triple-platinum 
albums and the hit singles ‘'Babe,” “Come Sul Away” and 
"Lady". AP - Chicago 


A soldier who protested at China’s human-rights 
polity by refusing to pity his tuba for the Chinese 
President has been sentenced to 18 days in the stockade. “I 
think the punishment is a little strict," Sten Tfetlie. a 
member of the King's Guard band, said of his sentence. 
Tetlie disobeyed a direct order to take his place in the 
Guard band when it played for Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin during his visit to Oslo. AP - Osh 


Renewing your home insurance 
in July or August ? 


If you are 50 or over, 

just see how much 

vou could save with 

%> 

Saga - call us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be - thankfully, 
if you are aged 50 or over you can 
benefit from SAGA Home Insurance 
- a superior household insurance that is 
only available to mature, responsible 
people like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance can offer 
you genuine savings over 
other policies, while giving you 
cover that fully protects your 
home and possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 2 
months of taking out SAGA 
Home Insurance, we will refund 
you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Saga Services Ltd. FREEPOST 731 
Middclburg Square. Folkestone CT20 1AZ 

53tp 
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Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

Discounts for home 

security. 

Free pen with your 
quotation. 


Call us today 

1 For your free no obligation 
; quote simply call us on the 
; number below. We will be 
■ pleased to answer any 
; questions >ou have on 
i SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 

! 414 525 

I ext.3645 

i Lines open Monday to Friday 
9am - 6pm, Saturdays 9aitt - 1pm 
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And why not ask us about our competitive 
MOTOR INSURANCE 


SWIFTCALL 


WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR NEW SERVICE AND 
IMPROVED PRICES 


FROM 

JULY&1996 



USA 

for only ++SSL-+. 



0800 279 0800 
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k easy instant connection 
'k free access to our exchange 
it fantastic global rates 

please hau e your credit card ready • 


operators a r e standing by 24hrs a day 7 days a week 


TTibgb prices and Bus new sendee are not BvaAUe unU Jfey Zfe»i 1896 
Ctxrert press are sUfjntly higher and thwe is a oomectun cos u our 
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Heart of 
Britain 


Hurt of Britain"* supporting Royal BromfMOn Hospital - tho IJICls xpecialbt Centre for heart and lung doMfe. 


HAVE A HEART - SEND A PICTURE 




The Heart of Britain Book, 
on sale in October 1996, . 
will feature the BOO best 
photographs sent in by 
people like you. Just take 
your pictures and send the 
best to us. 

Sporty or lazy, upbeat or 
quaint - it's up to you. 
There are nine sections in 
the book. Match one to 
each of your chosen 
pictures: 




' t *HEART-PR 0c £ ^ 

Dixons 


i 


For every film processed et Dixons, 
v 30p will be donated to 
Heart of Britain. 


Tomorrow's Britain • Animal Britain • Young 
Britain ■ Sporting Britain • Working Britain 
•Britain on the Move • Caring Britain ■ Good 
Time Britain • Beautiful Britain 

Each section winner will 
receive an Olympus Miu -1 
camera worth £ 1 29.99 S 


Photographic Competition Entry Form 

I would like fo enter : 

□ 3 photograph! for the Heart of Britain Competition and enclose £2 

□ 10 photographs for the Heart of Britain Competition and enclose £5 
I agree ro rhe terms and conditions detailed below: 

N*" 6 Age 


Address. 


■ Postcode. 


Signed. 


-Date. 
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Russian troops ‘torched’ Chechen civilians 

* I MnW iSig visiting US Vice-President, t 

M . m ill i ■ finre. this week that althoug 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 
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The discovery of eight scorched 
and mutilated corpses, alleged 
to be civilians murdered by 
frenzied Russian soldiers, sent 
tensions soaring in Chechnya 
yesterday and raised fears of 
retaliatory terrorist attacks in 
Russian cities. Chechen vil- 
lagers and Western eyewit- 
nesses saw six corpses burned 
beyond recognition on the road 
leading west from Grozny. 
Chechnya's capital, and anoth- 
er two blood-soaked corpses 
with their ears cut off. 

Local Chechens, hysterical 
with rage and grief, blamed the 
killings on rampaging Russian 
troops who they said had 
attacked a group of civilians in 
their cars on Monday night. 
They accused the soldiers, who 
arrived in two armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, of shooting 
their victims, cutting their 
throats, soaking their bodies in 
petrol and setting them on fire. 

Four burnt-out cars lay at the 
scene of the killings, which rep- 
resented the worst atrocity in 
Chechnya since a shaky truce 
took effect last month between 


■ ... V - . :«i 

’ ' T p 7 ■ 

*- j V . 



visiting US Vice-President, A1 
Gore, this week that although 
he wanted a negotiated settle- 
ment, "bandits” had to be 

suppressed. 

Spokesmen for the rebels 

said that one Chechen com- 
mander, Shamil Basayev, 
favoured “pin-point strikes 
against vital targets" in Russia 
in retaliation for the new Russ- 
ian offensive. Last year he car- 
ried out a notorious armed 
raid on the southern Russian 
town of Budyormovsk in which 
.. ..inn inn ru-onle died. 


e 
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morelban 100 people died. 
However, the rebels denied 


an accusation last Tuesday by 
Russia's Interior Minister, Ana- 
toly Kulikov, that they were 
behind two bomb attacks last 
week on Moscow’s trolleybus 
system that wounded 33 people. 
There was a similarly unex- 
plained explosion on Moscow’s 
metro system during the elec- 
tion campaign. 

Russia's leading human 

last week, condemned the lat- 
est Russian assaults in a letter 
to Mr Yeltsin from his hospital 
bed. “The day after the official 
somoni nf the election 


'll 


scene of the killings, which rep- ~ announcement of the election 

resented the worst atrocity in . ;• B9 * nr results, vou renewed the bloody 

Chechnya since a shaky truce ■ ,■ after a victory over separatists Photographs. Thechen war - that same war 

took effect last month between * <V • - ■ ■ Russian troops attacked while (right) Russia P 6® „ r _ ber « which you pledged to stop, 

Russian forces and separatist Heat of battle: Chechens gather round a bu - ~non that Russ- have returned to pre-truce lev- republic * ?fPV ’ thereby assuring yourself of 

Chechen rebels. The Interfax down the victims. The vdlage of l^tyr- Yurt, about 17 m els since President Boris YeltJ attacks on 

sHSSS sSssfss: z^si-ts 
sSviffiAS stt=®=25 

S“i5ayBJf“ S2, g .o a Chechen hueri- 

Ti. rt nf fflfTFI 


news agency reported that 13 However, representatives of 
people had died. the pro-Moscow Chechen gov- 

The villagers’ description of eminent, daring to contradict 
a brutal "and unprovoked the official Russian unc, 
daugh ter by wild soldiers whose appeared to endorse much of 
commander drove them on the villagers* version of events, 
with screams of “Into battle!” A deputy 111 


jted witnesses as 
i Russian troops had 

IklUUI^ * ~ 

Lebed’s man named 
as defence minister 


gunned down the victims. The 
government's press spokesman, 
Ruslan Martagov, pointed the 
Onger of guilt ai “the party of 
war", a term that denotes hard- 
liners in the Russian army and 
security services. 

He also said that three more 
disfigured corpses had been 
discovered yesterday in the 


republic by 1 September, as 

S^KS5SSB5S 


■oops were respouaiuit. 

The impression of increasing 
anarchy in Chechnya was 


ilktui uuig «-■ » — — — — - — 

or ministry spokesman. 

Russian military operations 


ian torces nave rnuum— — , ■ . cilent 40 million voieis wuu 

artillery and air strikes at rebel SP^ei^e^wh^i^^ ed you." Mr Kovrov reamed 
strongholds in south-east ^ui ffie ^henwu- orning ^ ^ Yeltsin's human rights 
Chechnya, killing dozens of the preswjenn . Rg* 0 ^ commissioner in protest at the 

civilians and fighters, and there order not to jeopardise December 1994 intervention 

^iSSGS, told the in Chechnya. 



TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


President Boris Yeltsin 
appointed a new defence min- 
ister yesterday in a move that 
appeared to strengthen the 
influence of Alexander Lebed, 
his national security chief. The 
President's office named the 
new minister as General Igor 
Rodionov, 59, who has career 
ties with Mr Lebed dating back 
to the Soviet era. 

• Mr Lebed, a retired general, 
mounted a vigorous pubhc cam- 



dionov's appointment on Mr 
Yeltsin, who has been in poor 
health for the past three weeks. 
One general and pro-govern- 
ment member of parliament. 
Lev Rokhlin, said Mr Yeltsin 
had been considering General 
Rodionov for the defence min- 
ister’s job several months ago. 

The job became vacant after 
Mr Yeltsin, seeking votes in the 
second round of Russia’s pres- 
idential election, sacked the 
unpopular Pavel Grachev, a 
loyal ally during the attempted 
coups of 1991 and 1993. Mr 
• Jjebedhad made no secret .of his 
'intense dislike of Mr Grachev 
and almost certainly made the 
minister’s dismissal a condi- 
tion of his acceptance of the 
national security jobs. 

General Rodionov served 
with Mr Lebed in the Soviet 
aimed forces in Georgia in the 
1980s, when pressure for inde- 
pendence was growing in the 
small southern rejjubbc^He 


General Igor Rodionov: An 
old friend of Lebed 


pggnfOThisfrim^promoti™ ^B£; d ™ K 7 r±isyM r, 

after being appointed f^ed said his friend ought not 


SORUi 4 — " 

was commander of the Trap- 
scaucasus military district in 
April 1989 when his forces 
killed 19 Georgian nationalist 
demonstrators in Tbilisi. 

A Soviet parliamentary com- 
mission later blamed General 
Rodionov for “violations m 
Georgia. But in his memoirs 
ied earlier this year, Mr 

■ , i_ - _ niinhi not 
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retaiy of the Security CounaJ 
and Mr Yeltsin’s national 
security adviser. He described 
the white.-haired General 
Rodionov as “a brilliant gener- 
al, a worthy and valiant man . 


ueoc U M1U Ui3 UIM- — 

to have been made a scapegoat 
for politicians’ mistakes. 

He was later appointed to run 

the General Staff Academy, 
which he now leaves for the 
defence ministry. The general 
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Lebed had forced General Ro- 
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Wusaw 

tenday 


7 (Reuter) — Criticsyes- 

denounced i 


a new law 
regulating Polands pubhc 
a dminis tration for excluding 
all eseept ex-commumst officials 
from top civil service 
“This law clearly 


into privileged positions,” said 
Andrzej Potocki, spokesman 
of the centrist opposition. 
Union for Freedom. 

Mr Kwasniewski, who is dose 
to the SLD he once led, 
acknowledged that there were 
1.1 n >hh thp otherwise 


SSSKBS£ 

Mr Potodd said that his party 
...u ni.Mrdino’lv have an 


Mr roioau aoiM 1 — ^ 

would accordingly have an 
amendment to the law ready 

this week. . . 

“We will propose hmiffiig 
the required period in office 
from seven to three years, 
including a requirement tor 

. .XC.MUM IwunisoK 


among rower ™ 

allowing graduates of the 
National School of Public 
Administration to attain high 

HL. 



communist nomenclature,’ 

Adam Michnflc, editor of the 
daily Gazeta Wyborcza, wrote- 
President Alexander Kwas- 
niewski, himself a fonner com- 
munist, signed the civil s 61 ™*; 

jawonTu^.evMthou^ 

agreed with opposition charges 

that it contained flaws. 

The measure, linked to a 
wider administrative reform, 
aims to guarantee offi- 
cials are properly quahfied. 

But it rules that top officials 

must have seven years*o^n- ‘”^ hesai(i 

ence, including four 3^ pariusz Klimnszewski, press 

#managenal posts - officer for the SLD’soxe 

^critksto acc^l^ ^ 5S oB the charjes of 
commiinist Democrauc L. { enximmumsts were 

Alliance (SLD) Of blo^ng as veterans of the 

those who were not part 01 wsiem were retiring anyway. 

pre-1 989 communist there m«ht be a case 

Theyalsa.£^eflioap^ f^inntxtoga^-snckfetj 
sion that graduates of a^eci^ senior jobs. 

national college, heatoSdffie outspoken 

the eariy 199te w ^^Stonnrla*^^ 

vantsfordempc^Potend, ^someUnngwiariiisaB evi- 

"oiS^^Sjtadasit S success asabadmeasme is 

ainplynoi 6 ir"tesaki ' 
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international 


MEPs ban gifts in 


bid for high ground 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Strasbourg 


L 


In a move which they claim gives 
them ihe moral edge on their 
Westminster counterparts. Euro 
MPs yesterday voted to accept 
a ban on gifts from outside 
interests and junkets to exotic 
locations. They stopped short, 
however, of defining what 
constitutes a gift, or allowing 
their financial interests to be 
subjected to public scrutiny. 

.After seven years of internal 
wrangling, deputies hope the 
latest plan will clean up the 
gravy-train public image of the 
parliament and boost the 
campaign to win more legisla- 
tive powers. 

The vote comes as a break- 
through for those who have 
been attempting to open the lid 
on the business activities of 
MEPs and also regulate the 
growing army of professional 
lobbyists prowling the corri- 


dors of Strasbourg. Whether the 
new rules will act as a significant 
curb on undue influence on law- 
making by lobbyists, is still far 
from dear. MEPs daim they 
have banned gifts and junkets 
but they will still be allowed to 
accept invitations from foreign 
governments and benefits in 
cash or kind on top of regular 
pay and expenses - provided 
they relate to their work and are 
declared in the public register. 

The hope is that the obliga- 
tion to disclose benefits or 
imitations will effectively put an 
end to the spectacle of hundreds 
of MEPs jetting off to Turkey for 
a week prior to a crucial Stras- 
bourg vote on the EU-Turkey 
association agreement. 

Labour MEP for Manchester, 
Ghn Ford, who campaigned for 
the measures admitted the for- 
mula was not perfect, but said 
MEPs would now be making 
fuller declarations of what they 
received than members of the 


House of Commons. MEPs 
will, for the first time, be oblig- 
ed to make an annual declara- 
tion of their professional 
interests, although they will not 
have to report on the scale of 
their earnings from outside ac- 
tivities. Mr Ford conceded that 
transgressors wouki not facs for- 
mal sanctions for breaches but 
said the threat of public censure 


would help discourage abuse, 
srdav’s 


Yesterday’s vote came after 
Socialist MEPs and centre-ri^ht 
Christian Democrats - which 
include British Conservatives - 
settled a long-running squabble 
over the extent to which gifts 
should be covered by the rules. 

Many Christian Democrats 
argued that a sweeping ban 
would rale out even cups of cof- 
fee or a bunch of flowers for an 
MEP attending a conference. 
An amendment by a Conserv- 
ative MEP, Brendan Donnelly, 
aiming to limit the ban to gilts 
likely to affect votes was de- 


feated. Mr Ford said the ban on 
gifts meant an MEP could ac- 
cept a botde of wine from a lob- 
byist, but not a crate. “Nobody 
would argue a cup of coffee is 

a gift but obviously a free week- 
end in Paris is. It’s a question 
of common sense." 

He said “dozens" of MEPs 
had been to Taiwan and In- 
donesia in the past few years , 
at the expense of the two gov- 
ernments, each desperate to win 
parliamentary ratification for 
EU trade or political accords. 

Meanwhile lobbyists, who 
now number up to 10,000 when 
interests from the tobacco giant 
Philip Morris to Amnesty In- 
ternational are included, will 
have to sign a special register in 
Strasbourg and abide by a code 
of conduct The expansion of 
the parliament's powers to 
shape legislation under the 
Maastricht Treaty has made 
the institution an obvious tar- 
get for lobbyists. 
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A meal jrorn 


Germans help 
Israel retrieve 
soldiers’ bodies 



that wont cost 



ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 


The German intelligence service 
was last night preparing to 
oversee an exchange of the 
bodies of two Israeli soldiers for 
the remains of at least 14 Leb- 
anese guerrillas buried in a 
makeshift cemetery in northern 
Israel. The involvement of the 
Germans - and in particular of 
Bemd Schmidbauer, Chancel- 
lor Kohl’s senior intelligence 
adviser - underlines Germany's 

close connections with the Iran- 
ian intelligence service, which 
had to approve the exchange. 

German security and foren- 
sic officers bad earlier moved 
into Beirut’s Summerland Ho- 
tel with orders to confirm that 
the two bodies in Lebanon 
were those of Raharaim al- 
sheikh and Yosef Fink, Israeli 
occupation soldiers who were 
wounded and captured during 
a Hizbollah ambush on their pa- 
trol inside southern Lebanon in 
1986. In a makeshift cemetery 
at Gadot in northern Israel, Is- 
raelis had earlier exhumed the 
bodies of at least 14 guerrillas 
and taken them from the grave- 
yard in wooden coffins. 

Negotiations for exchanging 
bodies -the most gruesome and 
sinister bazaar in the Middle 
East conflict - have been a part 
of almost every Arab-Israeli 
war, continuing even while hos- 
tilities are still in progress. Israeli 



Swapped: Yosef Fink, 
killed by the Hizbollah 


air raids and Hizbollah attacks 
on Israeli troops in Lebanon 
have gone on while Mr Schmid- 
bauer - who negotiated the 
release of two German hostages 
in Beirut in 1992- has been 
waiting to fly to Damascus for 
talks with Hizbollah officials. 

The Hizbollah want the 
release of Sheikh Abdul-Karim 
Obeid and Mustafa Dirani, 
both kidnapped in Lebanon by 
the Israels in 1989 and 1994. Is- 
rael wants the Hizbollah -- or the 
Iranians - to free Ron Arad, an 
Israeli air force navigator shot 
down at Sidon in 19S6. 

When it was discovered that 
German and Iranian intelli- 
gence services had held consul- 
tations in Bonn last year, Israel 
was loud in its condemnation; 
now, it seems, the Germans are 
being rehabilitated in the in- 
terests of the body exchange. 
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Today, the British Red Cross will receive no 
income. We depend on voluntary donations 
to help save lives in humanitarian disasters. 


We cannot afford for onr funds to stop 
camion in lor even a DAY. 


Sciinsburys Sicilian Red Wine 75cl 
£2-99 £2 -39 


Whether we are helping war victims 
in Sarajevo, feeding starving people in 
Rwanda or helping in an emergency at 
home, we need your support 



Sainsbuiys Fresh Whole Leg of Lamb 

£6-99 £4-99 per kg 

(equivalent to £2-26 per lb) 

SdV6 £2perkg 


Save 60p 


Please help to keep the British Red Cross 
in action. Cal! our credit card hotline now. 
Anything you can give will be greatly 
appreciated - £25 could help save a life. 
Thank you. 


24 HOUR EMERGENCY DONATION HOTUNE 


170990125125 


ftagtatnrad Charity No. 220948 
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Egypt applies 

gentle pressure 
to Netanyahu 



t 


PATRICK COCKBURN 
Jerusalem 

Benjamin Netanyahu will visit 
Egypt today, his first trip to an 
Arab country as Israeli Prime 
Minister. But he will not be 
allowed by the Egyptian 
government to visit the 
Pyramids or look at the gold 
coffin ofTtuankhamun in Cairo. 
It is the sort of small gesture by 
which the Arab world is trying 
to edge Mr Netanyahu towards 
implementing the peace 
accords with the Palestinians. 

“Israel cannot say and do 
whatever it likes, because it 
made a contract ar the [1991] 
Madrid conference,* 1 said 
Osama el-Baz, senior adviser to 
President Mubarak. “It also 
accepted the principle of land 
for peace and the legitimate 
political rights of the Palestin- 
ian people." 

In a flurry of diplomatic 
activity, Mr Netanyahu met 
Abdul-Karim Kabariti, the 
Jordanian Prime Minister, on 
Tuesday night, at the request of 
Jordan. Mr Kabariti said: “I 
sense that there is a sincere 
commitment from Prime Min- 
ister Netanyahu when it comes 
to making peace." He did not, 
however, spell out the nature of 
that commitment. 

The Arab world is still in a 
state of shock over Mr 
Netanyahu’s visit to the US 
last week, and the applause that 
greeted his hard line in the Con- 
gress. Not only did he repeat his 
rejection of a Palestinian state, 
negotiations on Jerusalem and 
the return of the Golan to Syr- 
ia, but he gave the impression 
that he would expand Jewish 
settlements on the West Bank. 

Since he signed a peace treaty 


with Israel in 1994, King 
Hussein had been committed to 
acting as a bridge between 
Israel and the Arab world. With 
the election of Mr Netanyahu, 
this operation becomes more 
delicate. “This year will be a 
difficult one for Jordan," said 
a senior diplomat. “You can 
hear people more and more 
openly criurising the King - at 
levels like ministers, where peo- 
ple arc supposed to bow.'* 

Probaby Mr Netanyahu docs 
not need to do much to prevent 
an overt rift with Egypt, which 
remains very dependent on the 
US. .If he announces the long- 
awaited partial Israeli with- 
drawal from Hebron in the 
next month, this will be taken 
as a sign that the Oslo accords 
are stiU live. Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, is continuing 
co-operation with Israel in the 
belief that this is his best lever 
in dealing with Mr Netanyahu. 

Mr Arafat could have chosen 
another policy. Dr Khali) Shika- 
ki. of the Centre for Palestine 
Research and Studies, says a 
better strategy for the Pales- 
tinian Authority might be to 
provoke an immediate crisis “by 
baiting all security co- 
operation with Israel and 
releasing all Hamas prisoners’'. 
This could be supplemented by 
mass demonstrations by Pales- 
tinians and highlighting of 
Palestinian mili tary and politi- 
cal control of parts of the West 
Bank. Dr Shikalri argues that 
Mr Netanyahu's record shows 
that he backs down under pres- 
sure. 

It is unlikely that Mr Arafat 
will adopt this strategy. Under 
his leadership, the PLO has nev- 
er been effective in leading a 
mass movement The Palestin- 


Palestinians 
resist Arafat 
land seizure 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Nablus 

In two tents pitched on a rocky 
hilltop the people of Jneid 
village were gathering to protest 
against the confiscation of their 
land. For once their anger was 
not directed against the Israelis, 
but the regime of Yasser Arafet, 
the Palestinian leader, who 
plans to build his West Bank 
headquarters on twelve acres 
they say they have owned for 
1,000 years. 

Hassan Hussein, the mukhtor 
or leader of Jneid, a duster of 
houses overlooking Nablus, the 
largest city on the West Bank, 
said: “We are sure Arafat did 
not know what was happening. 
But this is our land ana we need 
it for building." Ziyad Ibrahim, 
another villager, added: “We 
struggled for so many years to 
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Arafat Using villagers' land 
for his headquarters 

preserve our land from the 

reflects disillusionment with 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
of Mr Arafat in Nablus and five 
other West Bank towns where 
tt took control last December. 
“The major complaint here is 
that the security services are out 
of control, unaccountable and 
form a state within a state,” said 
Dr Khalil Shikaki at the Cen- 
tre for Palestine Research and 
Studies in Nabhis. 

Events at Jneid bear him 

out Villagers say that in the past 

^ they fought off attempts by the 
Jordanian government, while it 
held the West Bank, and later 
by Israel after 1967, to take from 
them their olive groves and 
grazing land. Last year they 
heard rumours that Ghassan 
Shakaa, the mayor of Nablus, 
was encouraging Mr Arafat, 
nor mally based in Gaza, to 
build his headquarters for the 
West Bank at Jneid without 
paying compensation. 

“In the morning 12 days ago 


people from the municipality 
came with PA soldiers to start 
work" said Bfllal, a teacher 
from Jneid who did not want to 
give his full name. “We dashed 
with them for three days.” The 
villagers appealed to the court 
in Nablus against the loss of 
their land. They also set up two 
tents on the land to prevent con- 
struction starting. 

“On Friday night at 3am 
somebody, came and poured 
kerosene over our chairs, tables 
and flags,” said BfllaL “Then 
they opened fire with sub- 
machine-guns at the tents 
themselves, though there was 
nobody in them at the tune." 

The villagers believe Mr 
Arafat has been misled by bis 
security men. But local 
Palestinian politicians and 
intellectuals say that the 
authoritarianism ultimately 
stems from Mr Arafat himself. 
A survey of students at al-Na- 
jah university in Nablus showed 
that two-tmrds believe that 
freedom of speech has been 
negatively affected by the anival 
of the Palestinian Authority. 

Dr Shikalri said the baric 
feature of the quasi-state which 
Mr Arafat rules in Gaza and in 
parts of the West Bank is that 
“it is authoritarian, though not 
totalitarian". Hussain Qadr, a 
member of the Legislative 
Council, said: “The police are 
judge and jury.” Other residents 
of Nablus say the incoming 
Palestinian police officers 
behave like occupation troops, 
furnishing their offices by 
removing furniture, for which 
they never pay, from local 
shops. 

Mr Arafat does not have 
much choice. Israel and the US 
have consistently demanded 
that he “crack down” on Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad, the funda- 
mentalist guerrillas. It is not 
surprising that the security arm 
of the nascent Palestinian state 
is overdeveloped Tbeahflityto 
provide security to Israel against 
suicide bombas is Mr Arafat’s 


Prime Minister. 

This excuse does not apply to 
the confiscation of the lands of 
a village like Jneid. ‘‘Yes to a 
stale of laws. No to taking tbs 
land by force;” read a banner 
hanging beside the tern where 
the vUlaget s were waiti n g fa Mr 
Arafat. “He is still our leader." 
said Hassan Hussein. Dr ShDca- ; 
Id believed rhs tolerancewffl not 
last and the fikrioa betweo the 
PA and the people of the Vfest 
Bank “will inevitably lead loan 
explosion and bloodshedT. 


inn intifada in 1987 wus largely 
spontaneous. Mr Netanyahu 
has so far refused to mccl the 
Palestinian leader and Khulid 
Salam, one of his advisers, said 
yesterday that a lower level 
meeting had “not been posi- 
tive". David Levy, the Israeli 
Foreign Minislcr.cxpeeis lo 
meet Mr Arafat soon. 

There may be less mystery 
about Mr Netanyahu's tactics 
than appears. In his books, he 
soys that his experience as Israeli 
ambassador at the UN 
convinced him that the way to 
deal with the Arabs is for Israel 
to take up a hardline position 
and wait for them to compro- 
mise. He may feel that nothing 
that has happened since his elec- 
tion contradicts this premise. 
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Bibi out: Public-sector workers calling for the resignation of the Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyanu, ouiauit 
yesterday at the start of a one-day strike. They are angry about budget cuts by the new Ukud government 


Photograph: Reuter 
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An executive business decision. 

A Saab 900i for £14,995 or £l99*a month 


With an exercing 2 litre, 1 30bhp engine as 
standard, choosing a Saab 900i is not only a 
powerful decision it’s also a really safe one. 
Because the 900i also comes with the unique 
Saab Safes eat, side impact protection, driver’s 
airbag and power steering. 

And you can get all these features for 
just £14,995. Alternatively, for only £199* 
a month. Business users only can take advan- 
tage of our Contract Hire scheme. 

But before you make a decision why not 
arrange a test drive by calling Saab direct on 

0800 626 5S6. 


TAT 


£199 


per 

month 


Contract 
Hire Scheme 


" PLUS INITIAL DEPOSIT 


Typical example: Saab 900i 

Period of hire 
Deposit 

Monthly payments 
On the road cash price 


48 months 
£[,900.00 
47 x £199.00 
£14,995.00 


beyond the 
conventional 


Contract based on 48 months/ ! 0,000 miles pa /non-maintenance 

PRICE CORRECT AT PRESS DATE. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE IS 12. G4p PER MILE, 
FULL WRITTEN QUOTATION AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. INDEMNITIES MAY 
BE REQUIRED IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, OFFER ONLY APPLIES TO 
BUSINESS USERS. ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE VAT. 


Tc Saab Information Centre. Freepost WC4524. London WCIB 3BR. P««se send further information on the: Saab 900 □ Saab 9000 CD <Sa!oor., J Saab 9000CS (5«jr, j 


Postcode 


REF 2739 


Preser.: ca r make & model 


Year of reg- 


_ .Age if under 18. _ .. . Ast^ch your business :ard or ‘phone OBOE 62S5S6 or fax 017! 4G4 6449 
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Sushi poisons 5,000 


Japanese children 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 


occupy a central place in Japan- 
ese culture and religion, and die 


“Eel. source of strength in the 
midsummer heat," wrote an 
anonymous lyricist in the 8th- 
centuiy poetry anthology, the 
Ten Thousand Leaves. For 1,200 
years. Japanese have fortified 
themselves against lethargy in 
the hottest months by eating this 
most delicious of fish: eels on 
rice, broiled eel kidneys, and sea 
eel sushi - cooked, doused in 
sweet sauce, and served on 
bite-sized morsels of sticky rice. 
But after this year, eels will 
never taste the same again. 

Last night, a seven -year -old 
girl was critically Hi in hospital, 
and nearly 5,000 other children 
were sick after being poisoned 
by eel sushi in their school 
dinners, the latest in a series of 
unexplained food poisoning 
cases which have already killed 
four people since May/ 

Oeanlincss and ritual purity 


recent rash of poisonings has 
caused something close to 


panic. 

In Sakai, a satellite city of 
Osaka where the latest out- 
break has taken place, public 
swimming pools and all 92 
schools have closed early for 
the summer holidays. Deter- 
gent manufacturers have 
reported a nationwide boom in 
sales of bleach and disinfectant, 
and cabinet ministers have 
been holding emergency meet- 
ings and flying in to comfort 
victims. 

“We’re here to find out what 
exactly brought this about and 
learn what we can do about it.” 
the Health Minister, Naoto 
Kan, told reporters at a hospi- 
tal in Sakai. 

So far, though, the answers to 
those questions remain elusive. 


“Matters are not resol 


themselves," said the mayor 


iving 
or of 


Sakai, Hideo Hataya, yesterday. 
“They are getting worse." Since 
the first isolated cases were 
reported in May, the poisonings 
have harmed more people than 
last year's sarin nerve gas attack 
on the Tokyo subway. 

The germ causing the havoc 
has been identified as 0-157, a 
strain of the E bocoli bacteria 
which breeds in the human 
intestines, creating a toxin 
similar to the one which caus- 
es dysentery. A few hundred of 
the microscopic bacilli are 
enough to cause sickness. 

Healthy adults usually 
recover from the Alness, but 
children and the elderly are at 
grave risk. The early symptoms 
can be mild (in a previous case 
many young victims were sent 
home believing they had colds), 
but vomiting and bloody diar- 
rhoea can lead to brain damage, 
kidney failure and death. 

The bacilli can incubate for 
more than a week, making it dif- 


ficult to track down exactly 
what food or liquid has been in- 
fected by them. The culprit in 
the recent case is believed to be 
a batch of eel sushi, prepared 
by Sakai’s central school dinner 
depot on 5 July. 

0-157 was discovered in the 
United States in 1982 and first 


appeared in Japan eight years 
later. Why then has im proved so 


difficult to eliminate? Respon- 
sibility, as so often here, appears 
to lie with the bureaucracy, 
and the inadequate co-ordina- 
tion between local and national 
bodies. 

“The tenor posed by the out- 
break of the O- 157 colon bacil- 
lus is gripping the nation,” the 
Yomiuri newspaper observed in 
a leader this week. “The health 
authorities are fully aware of 
the danger of this bacillus, but 
they have obviously failed to 
share their knowledge with 
doctors and school lunch 
officials at the local leveL” 



Sickbeds: Schoolchildren In Sakai receiving hospital treatment for food poisoning Photograph- Yomiun Sh _ 
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Tandy is the place for all your mobile phone needs, with the most 
knowledgeable staff in the High Street. So if you’ve got any questions about 
mobile phones or the Orange network come to Tandy, we've got the answers! 


orange 


Orange cover over 90% of the Great Britain population and is 
still growing. It has per second billing so you only pay for 
what you say. Orange offer a choice of tariffs to suit 
everyone's pocket. Each taikplan has inclusive Talk-Time. 


^Subscribe to Talk 60 at Tandy before 4th August and you’ll get your second 
months line rental FREE!!! 



Motorola mrd L 

Popular flip design- 
Features include 11 
hours standby, 60 
minutes talk time and 
180 name and number 
memory 

17-7010 



ACCESSORIES 

Leather Case and 
In-Car Adapter 

worth £39.99 


Save 

£20 


Motorola mr20. 

Latest digital 
technology. Features 
include caller ID, call 
waiting and a choice of 
12 different ringing 
tones. 

17-7012 


Save 

£30 


Dancali del. 

Features include plug in 
SIM card, caller ID, 16 
hour standby and call 
waiting. 

17-7013 



ACCESSORIES 

Leather Case and 

In-Car Adapter 

worth £39.99 


•All prices are subject to connection to Orange network. Connection is subject to status . 

TO CONTACT YOUR NEAREST TANDY STORE CALL FREEPHONE 0500 

^ ^"sw“ is TM/SM licensed to InterTAN Inc. by Radio Shack, a division o( Tandy Corporation lUSA). Prices may no. Be applicable or may van. at Dealers 300666 





Philippines to 
let Vietnam 
refugees stay 


STEPHEN VINES 
Hong Kong 


The Philippines, the poorest 
Asian country to have taken in 
Vietnamese boat people, has be- 
come the only nation to allow 
them to settle permanently, al- 
though the government says it 
will continue to try to persuade 
them to leave voluntarily. 

The Philippines’ move comes 
as other east Asian destinations 
are busily deporting boat 
people, and the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees (UNHCR) has stopped 
sponsoring camps for them. 

The guiding hand behind the 
government's action appears 
to be the influential Roman 
Catholic Church, which stepped 
in last Februtey to prevent the 
authorities from canying out a 
programme of forced deporta- 
tions of boat people who do not 
qualify for refugee status. 

The administration of Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos had been tak- 
ing a hard line, and having 
limited success in persuading 
the Vietnamese to return home 
voluntarily: still, fewer than 
2,000 people were in the camps. 

Meanwhile, the UNHCR, 
citing more pressing refugee 
problems elsewhere, has cut off 
assistance to the Philippines 
government for maintaining 
Die migrants. In recent weeks, 
Filipino charities have provid- 
ed food and other support 

By making the Vietnamese, 
in effect permanent residents 
the government will be able to 
close down the camps and 
integrate the remaining 1,500 to 
2,000 boat people into the 
workforce. 

Other places of first asylum 
for boat people - mast notably 
Hong Kong, which has taken in 
by far the largest number - have 


adamantly refused to aBow per- 
manent settlement fearing a 
fresh exodus of asylum seekers. 

Even those who qualify for 
refugee status, under standard 
UNHCR criteria, arc not 
allowed to settle outside 
refugee camps but remain in 
centres pending entry to 
countries of asylum. 

Hong Kong and Malaysia 
have stepped up forced djepor- 
tution programmes, aiming to 
clear the detention centres of 
boat people by the end of the 
year, in Malaysia's case, and. 
in Hong Kong's, before the 
middle of next year when Chi- 
na resumes sovereignty. 

The exodus of boat people 
began following the fall of 
Saigon to Vietnamese commu- 
nist forces in 1975. Since then, 
hundreds of thousands have 
fled, usually in small, unsea- 
worthy boats. At first they were 
welcomed in the countries of 
first asylum as refugees from a 
cruel communist regime, and 
Western nations promised to 
resettle them. But, over two 
decades, sympathy for the Viet- 
namese has withered to less 
than zero. 

At the beginning of the 
month, Ngo Doan Tha, a 
former South Vietnamese 
police officer, won a long bat- 
tle for refugee status in Hong 
Kong after it had been repeat- 
edly ruled out That was despite 
the fact that the authorities 
knew he had passed security 
information to both the United 
States and Hong Kong govern- 
ments, making him vulnerable 
to arrest in Vietnam. 

The Philippines, in contrast, 
has let its boat people work as 
fanners and fishermen and kept 
them in conditions more close- 
ly resembling villages than 
barbed-wire-encrusted prisons. 


French defence cuts 
spike hostile guns 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Raris 


Howls of anguish and indigna- 
tion were to be heard the length 
and breadth of France yester- 
day, as the Defence Minister. 
Charles MiJlon. spelt out details 
of precisely how the French 
defence sector is to be slimmed 
down and restructured. “He’s 
gone further even than Welling- 
ton. who cost us 32 regiments 
at Waterloo,” said an influen- 
tial Gauifisl MP, Jacques 
BauraeL, in response to confir- 
mation that 38 regiments were 
to be disbanded by 1999. 

The political and economic 
discretion with which the cuts 
have been drawn up, however, 
will weaken the effectiveness of 
the gathering protests. So too 
will the fact that military units 
and institutions in France are 
generally sited with as much of 
an eye to political as to logisti- 
cal advantage: their survival is, 
therefore, seen as a local eco- 
nomic issue, rather than a ques- 
tion of national heritage and 
glory. Without this national 
and highly emotive aspect that 
alwajsdogs comparable military 
cuts in Britain, the restructur- 
ing is likely to proceed very 
much as planned. 

The cuts include the closure 
of three air bases and four mil- 
itary hospitals, while the mili- 
tary sports centre is to be 
transferred and centralised at 
Fontainebleau. Up to 40 


military training establishments 
- including academies at Stras- 
bourg. Clermont Ferrand and 
Metz - are to be dosed by 1998. 

Units stationed in Germany 
wilt be subjected to particular- 


ly sweeping cuts, as 11 of 14 reg- 
nems - 17,000 out of 20,000 


imenu 

servicemen and civilians - are 
due to be disbanded or trans- 
ferred by the end of the century. 

As the chairman of the 
Soda list group on the parlia- 
mentary defence committee, 
Jean 'Michel Boucheron, grudg- 
ingly admitted, however, the 
cuts had a cer tain “logic". 

The Defence Minister has 
wielded a scalpel rather than ah 
axe. He has ensured where 
possible that the towns and 
cities affected by the loss of reg- 
iments and military establish- 
ments retain at least one of their 
existing military institutions, so 
limiting the economic damage- 


JOIN NOW FROfiS 
JUST £3S 
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Why modern 


P ilgrims on the path to literature our lives ... It is possible that narrative 

have been finding the going is as important to writing as the human 

harder and harder, Thev want tr* KnAi « r^nrpvithirinnfll oaintinE, 


i uuurag me going ^ o= nupuu^m iu — .. B . K 

harder and harder. They want to body is to representational painting, 
follow the road to its promised desti- Such words come like rain after 
nation, but they keep stumbling on the drought for everyone who has struggled 
way. Often they meet diversions, which in vain with the “literaiy" writers of our 


uauuit, uui ujcy Keep stumbling on the drought for everyone wno nas 
way. Often they meet diversions, which in vain with the “literaiy" writers of our 
turn out to go nowhere at ail. Fre- age. How many readers listen to Mr 
quently, despite its promise, the road Pullman and remember the time they 
peters out altogether. * - * v ' 
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iters out altogether. shamefacedly gave up on the latest 

Not many people mention their Salman Rushdie at page 12? How 
iled excursions into literary culture, many experienced as much torment as 
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failed excursions into literary culture, many experienced as much torment as 
because they are embarrassed to admit enlightenment in the hands of Kazuo 
they found them so tough. But y ester- Ishiguru? How many struggled vainly 

dav One soul snnlee nn for manw Philm vuilh Rj»n OlrrtV WVio rf»nllv likes Mar- 


luwji iuuuu uicui su tuugu. dui yesier- Ishiguru? uuw uimijr an *“““j 
day one soul spoke up for many: Philip with Ben Okri? Who really likes Mar- 
Pullman, winner of the Carnegie medal tin Amis’s Tfie Information (as opposed 
for his children’s book Northern Lights, to agreeing that they are in some way 
used his acceptance speech to deride impressed' by it?) In every case, the 
the fashion for ignoring stories in con- readers of these books know that they 


a o a t k. irijurirHiifi/fi r 

u/x uu uwuicu 9 uuuMvvnntrrn j-tgrui, iu agreeing that they are in some way 
used -his acceptance speech to deride impressed' by it?) In every case, the 

the fashion for icmnrinp stnries in mn. — J ’ *— * *' — ‘ ***“*’ 



, . . ^ maturity of adulthood we learned 

good tale that may subsequently be ^ about impressing others with 

gaily forgotten, but kept us well enough t iLllect. We felt the need to 

at rhp time. 


• - our intellect. We felt the need to 

enthralled at the time. our friends. We pandered to 

There is an unpalatable side to the educated classes. We dis- 

blockbuster, too: its tendency to plump ^i nner parties. And so books 

for formulaic and tedious plots as a sub- “ d t beir function. Instead of 
stitute for imagination and invention, cn g another world they became 

throwing in the number of sex tels of this one. The clock 

scenes, decapitated bodies, and the 

rStmeasur^of money-lust to ensure stopp ed striking 

the book’s film rights and a good lead 

But that kind of low-grade eutermin- In anonymity, 

liberty 


■C 

in 

■ll 

u 

n 


p 

e 

M 

e 

it 


But tnai tana oi iuw-gi bww - — 

ment has always been with us: it does not 
alter the fact that some strongly selling 
books (Elmore Leonard’s crime novels, 
for instance, or John le Carres spysto- 




temporary literature. ” are consuming elegant, poised, bril- 

“In adult literary fiction, stories are liant. perceptive prose. Bui somehow 
there on sufferance he said. “Other they just couldn’t keep going, because, 
things are felt to be more important: well, it wasn't quite what they wanted, 

technique, style, literary knowingness. Yet those writers, and many others 
The present day would-be George along with them, are sold to us as being 
Eliots take up their stories as if with a in the front rank of novelists today. Is 
^pair of tongs. They’re embarrassed by it just possible that we are hearing false 
i&hem. If they could write novels with- prophets? Or even, dare it be said, that 
^>ut stories in them, they would.” a self-perpetuating literary elite is foist - 

Stories are a vital part of the way we ing its own sectional “value” on us? 
understand and order the world. They If Dickens were writing today, he 
are the stuff of our daily emotional com- would probably be patronised, rather 
muni rati on. Bfll Buford, writing in the than lionised: an amusing popular 
New Yorker recently, argued that story- entertainer. Jane Austen, probably, 
telling is actually on the way back would encounter the same fate, onthe 
because “they are a fundamental unit of 
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for instance, or John le Carres spysj® - _ if s just too bad 

ries) should rank along with the best lit- should be unveiled 

erature of our times. ^-Annnvmous". author of Primary' 
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The danger of “literary” <5Udsm is that 
we allow ourselves to be persuaded tha 
a book with a story can't £ quite the 


uit *** 7 , . 

League writers, whom a few read, but 
fewer enjoy, while relegating those 
who write stories that people want to 
read from the first page to the last. 

Then there are writers who are 
pigeonholed into their “genre”. Thus, 
PD James is good - but only for a crime 
novelist. Iain Banks writes sci-fi, so he 
can’t be wholly serious. Even William 
Boyd, one of the best story-writers in 


as “Anonymous”, author of Primary 
Colors, the most famous American 

a book with a story Anonvmity^as^ flash that no bare 

best feven though we have ‘intellectual Anonymity qunnosioE the char- 

SSlibX Narne of to 

prove otherwise). When we were chil- acters - the identity of 

dren, we knew better. We walked uel or S pera ^ ^ j et down, 
through Diaries ^efskw^or m the o ^ exficut jves who 

wall, hand in hand with Roald L/ani, auppoac _^,.^Ki«mtti»nwiKdofn 


fc 


IV 


Cl 


e: 


■y 


fc 




theTinesTuterature has disappeared 

“of^^m^ters who seU mil- noSe soMon tie 

to anything much - and don’t really chorolate foc^ A^ p aUows the author more liberty rto speak 

claim to: writers from Ken Fbllett to up and out of turn. I mean, you wouldn t want 

tosMtoe^w^ to that magic worid. With to kuo. who wrote tius, would you. 
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letters to the editor 


Ulster’s silent 
majority 
shares blame 


Sin For a population of one and 
half million people, the Northern 
Irish make alot of noise. Your 

1 “TKa Inch rv-ar 


lea 

can 

July); 


nee a lot oi noise. iom 

iding article “The Irish peace that 
n only come from within” (16 
ly), the — 1 — : “ A * 1 


y wumc uulu wjuiui 

July), though painful, lays out 
clearly a suspicion I have held of my 
fellow countrymen for some time. 

The silent majority, of which my 
family in Ulster is, I suppose, a 
part, is guilty of complacency and 
complicity. The violence does not 
happen on their streets, they make 
a good living (sponsored by the 
British taxpayer) and political 
discussion is carefully avoided 
|jwhen golfing with friends from the 
other side. 

When asked to vote, however, 
they vote as their fathers voted. To 
vote for John Alderdice’s Alliance. 
Party seems to them a waste. When 
you ask for their view of a 
particular atrocity, they exprras 
outrage and dismay but are slightly 
angrier if it was committed by “one 
of theirs”. Northern Irish 
politicians run a dosed shop and 
have succeeded in excluding men 
and women who could lead these 
detached people, teach them about 
their responsibilities, and make 
intelligent contributions to the 
search for peace. 

ADRIAN K HALL 

London Wll 




Sin To a nationalist the most 
frightening and depressing aspect 
of the Drumcree saga was the 
vitriolic outburst of tribalism from 
every fellow nationalist I have 
spoken to or heard in the past 


In" an instant our civilised veneer 
cracked. From every politic md 
church leader, from every TV, radio 
and newspaper commentator, from 
every phone-in and chat show, 
from every workplace and 1 pub 
conversation, poured all the old 
tribal cliches. All the defeats, 
Sounds, hurts and humiliations 
Hffered by our tribe were rehashed 
with relish. All our 

misapprehensions, fears, bitterness 

and hatred of the Umonirt/ftjtteh 
tribe were superbly articulated. 

The voices could have been Serb 
or Hutu, Croat or Zulu. There was 
enough rhetoric in the past week to 
sustain and justify our tribal 
warriors (IRA, 1NLA) JJJ**®"* 

war on our tribal enemies for at 

least another 25 years- 

I wonder if we natmnahsfc ; wdl 
ever come to terms with the fart 
that the tribal demograpbeson this 
island irreversibly changed300 
yeara ago. Can we ever aox^tbat 

sk 3S2 ss«» 
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only then can there be any hope of 

peace on this island. 

DICK KEANE 

Gknageary. Co Dublm 



Fight for World 
Service culture 


is 


Sir: The crunch will come for the 
BBC’s World Service when 
someone, journalist or accountant, 

decides that BBC News and 

Current Affairs and the World 

Sendee do not need separate staffs 
in overseas bureaux, which 
currently share offices but not 

pe your report “Birt stands firm 
— World Service backlash” 
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against worm - — 

(Tfi July) does not refer to the 
essential role of newsgalhering m 
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A drunkards dream or the horrors of alcohol 


stranger. So, later today I J«U 
phone Alliance Party headquarters 
and rejoin the party. Once agam 1 
will try to help find a middle 
ground. That is the only hope any 
ofushasleft. 

AN GELA WATSON 
Lisburn, Co Antrim 


London has too 
many answers 


Sir. Am I alone in being ashamed to 
be a man? The current childlike 
in Northern Ireland, 


- of listening, of tolerance of change - 
What do women think of us . 

PAULWHEATCROFT 

Bristol 


Moving house 
without pain 


m 



Sir. Afonner member of the 
Alliance Party, I resigned my 
membership, not through any 

Ireland. Over the years, camassing 
door-to-door, the majority ol 

majoritf-atltasttotv^una 

setssassg. 

I feel tempted to ay a plague 
on both your houses and Iki 
N orthern Ireland- but I won t. 
Thb is nwhane.my family are 
here, and my memories are here 
and anywhere else I would ^ a 


Sir. A friend of mine moving from 
one academic pest to another finds 
herself in a position where tiie 
completion date on. baying is a 
month earlier than that on selling; 
leaving her to lake out a bridging 

loan which will cost £250 to arrange 

and £1,000 in interest. 

Why should it be so expensive to 
move; and who benefits man the 
present system? Itk the result of 
the refusal of estate agents tocarry 
their own stock (of houses) like any 
other shopkeeper. . k 

There is one way oat it is that 
local authorities be permitted or 
compelled to take over aH 


resale, letting or any other 
appropriate purpose. Since their 


income depends on council tax, they ‘ Purky. Surrvy 


Sir. Discussion of London’s 
government is producing widely 
diverging views. Some want a lean 
and mean executive body with 
limited “strategic" functions set 
above the boroughs. Some want an 
authority for south-east England. 

An elected mayor is mentioned - a 
governor even. Others want to 
scrap the boroughs and restore 
“locaT councils. 

Arguing for a fresh start, 

Andreas Whittam Smith (“Power 

to the People of London town ,15 
Julv) sees movement for a better 
London making progress. But is 
the central issue one of 
international image, civic pride, 
powers, policies and practice, 
resources, or what? Apparently no 

one wants another GLC, but 

everyone wants an elected London 
authority- whose tasks seem to 
lengthen as the debate grows. 

While integrating transport with 
land use is often seen as the key ^ 

issue, it can be argued that London s 
dominant problems are its schools 
, and its health service. In trying to 
j improve London we have to start 
! from the fact that most salient issues 
‘ are inextricably matters as much for 
J central sovermnent as for the 
! boroughs- We hare to recognise that 

•; London is a unique metropolis- 

and find a wav forward that is not 
• borrowed from somewhere else, but 
■- accents central-local co-operation. 

1 Uiis would involve change in 
i- neuter boundaries nor functions. 

5 GRAHAM M LOMAS 


Sin Andreas Whittam Smith poses 
the right question, in relation to the 
current ferment of ideas about the 
future of London - “How is the 
connection to be made between 
ideas and action?” And while 
Labour's elected strategic dty- 
regional assembly is essential, it 
wll not be sufficient to mobilise 
local enthusiasms. 

We argue that directly-elected 
neighbourhood councils should be 
introduced into London, building 
on the experience of community 
^-rumens elsewhere. Each 
neighbourhood council would be 
the guardian of its own physical 
environment, and be responsible 
direct to Labour's new London 
regional authority: the boroughs 
would remain the sole service- 
provideTS. The neighbourhood 
councils would decide pl ann ing 
applications (within the framework 
of a Greater London plan) take 
over cleansing, recycling and 
certain anti-pollution controls, 
preservation orders and 
conservation areas, local traffic 
management, and a key role m the 
adminis tration of local amenities. 

We estimate that there would be 

over 1,000 such neighbourhood 

councils in London, giving some 
30,000 Londoners the opportunity 
to participate directly in the 
governance of their great city, part 
of a movement of 250,000 
neighbourhood councillors 
nationwide. That coupled with 
new strategic regional assemblies, 
would create “the connection 
, between ideas and action”, 
j ROGER WARREN EVANS 
j Director. Ciry Region Campaign 
I London N1 


Italian way to 
live with bikes 


Sir.^ Three days ago, Iwas sitting in a 
<-afe in Tbscany, watching the 

* «llMi 


mormng progress, in 

between my table and the lady selling 

flowers, there was a steady flow of 
pedestrians, cydists and mopeds. 
There was no pavement edge , 00 
bollards, and people just weaved 
around one another, with barely a 
cross word or an angry 'glance. 

The law about cyding on 
pavements is ally, and should be 
scrapped. It' cannot ever 
reasonably be enforced. What we 
need is a change of attitude that 
rejoices in other people going 
about their business, rather than 
condemns imagined slights. 

RICHARD MANN 
Oxford Friends of the Earth 


Bosnia embargo 
cut both ways 


Sin 1 would like to reassure 
Christopher Padley (letter 16 July) 
that training for young cyclists is 
alive and welL Local authority road 
safety officers throughout the 
country organise training 

programmes through schools, and 
in most areas the training actually 
takes place “on the road". 

The recent announcement by the 
Government of its cycling strategy 
should further enhance the status 
of cycling and ulthnstcly lc&d to the 
situation where cydists no longer 
feel so threatened by other road 
users that they have to resort to 
riding on the pavement 
PA\TD LINDSAY 
Local Authority Road Safety 
Officers' Association 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire 


Sir. Dr Salah Ezz (letter, 15 July) 
may be correct to claim that the 
UN-imposed arms embargo on the 
states of the former Yugoslavia 
“tied the victims' hands”. However 
the question that those who 
opposed the arms embargo have 
not answered is what influence it 
had on the ability of the Bosnian 
Serbs to acquire weapons and other 

TTliti *— — ' 


any reorganisation. 

I joined the Dedglmg BBC 
World Service TV News as 
managing editor in December 1990 
after 20 years, most of them at 
senior level, in domestic BBC 1 V 
News. My boss, the other part of 
the staff of two, had spent a similar 
amount of time in World Service 
Radio. The cultural difference 
staggered me. 

My general approach, which is 
still that of domestic news, was that 
if Brits were involved in a foreign 

story outside Europe, it was an 

important story. Otherwise, it had 
to fight its way into programmes 
obsessed by domestic politics, 
crime and sport. I quickly learned 
that the conflict in Northern 
Ireland was to World Service only 
one of many examples of civil strife 
throughout the world. 

Unless World Service retains its 
own bureaux alongside those of 
domestic TV news, setting their 
own agenda, sending their own 
correspondents, crews and 
producers to coyer stories which 
have global significance rather than 
reflecting a British interest, the 
values and importance of the 
World Service will be lost, and it 
will be a grave loss. 

The BBC is neither better nor 
worse than it ever was. It is 
merely different, reflecting a 
changing world But values like 
editorial independence and 
integrity must remain at the heart 
of its existence as an international 
broadcaster. 

JOHNEXELBY 

Managing Editor 

BBC World Service TX'News 
1990-1993 
Lechlade, 

Gloucestershire 
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diary supplies. 

It is frequently claimed that the 
[e regime had unlimited access 


Pale regime had unlimited access 
to the supplies and stores of the old 
Yugoslav People’s Army ( JNA) but 
so far this remains unproven. Why 
did Mladic's men so frequently 
seize UN military equipment and 
remove their heavy weapons from 
UN storage sites if they had full 
access to JNA supplies? This 

that the arms embargo 


Workers’ lives 
put at risk 
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It may be that the forthcoming 
cflgg brought by the Bosnian 
government at the World Court in 
The Hague will provide new 
information on this matter. 
MALCOLM HARPER 
Director, United Nations Association 
London Sffl 


Royal example 

Sin Jennifer Miller (“Royal 

adulterers and the church .Letters, 

16 Julv) invokes Stuart and 
Georgian history, but disregards the 
excellent examples of Queen 
Victoria, George V. George VI and 

.<.t,is<h u u.nnln 


would have every mcesave tooffer 


JOHN A DAVIS 
Cambridge 
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Victoria, visual,,- *- ~-r,=T . , 

our present Queen, which it would 
S be wiser for Prince Charles to follow. 
! J M MACKAY 
1 Biggar. Lanarkshire 
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Sin So, John Major wants another 
op-out (report, 11 July). He says 
British workers want to put their 
lives at risk by working long hours. 

The Health and Safety Executive 
guide Working Hours is clear. 

“Major increases in the working 
day (or night) of the individual, 
especially where breaks are 
inadequate, can result in fatigue 
and loss of concentration. This ^ 
increases the risks of accidents.” 

The proposed opt-out from 
European-based health and safety 
law is consistent with the continual 
attempts by the Government to 
reduce health and safety 
standards. 

They have cut resources to tne 
, Health and Safety Executive for 
I the next two years, abolished the ^ 
■ workplace safety representatives 
I training grant- an ti they are still 
! hunting around desperately to 
! get someone in industry to 
i complain about health and safety 
• law. Opinion is now being sought 
! in a series of Department of 
; Trade and Industry seminars on 
: deregulation, 

: STEVE PICKERING 
' Depur,- General Secretary 
: GMB 

. London H7 9 
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Middle-class kids rule, OK 


Brains and effort have 
replaced old class ties, 
says a new study. 

But Yvette Cooper 
is not convinced 
that we are a 
meritocracy yet 


M iddle classes of c 
the world feel g 
smug, you have h 
nothing to lose a 
but your guilt, t 
A new pamphlet for the lnsti- c 
tute of Economic Affairs pro- f 
claims that the classless Britain f 
has arrived. According to Pro- i 
fessor Peter Saunders, of the j 
University of Sussex, we in our < 
middle-class jobs and middle- s 
class lives can feel proud of our I 
achievements. For they had lit- 
tle to do with our parents, lit- : 
tie to do with the schools we i 
went to. and everything to do 
with our natural brilliance. 
Mcrilocracv rules, OK! 

Peter Saunders' research 
deserves serious attention. For a 
start, his views will doubtless 
seep into the consciousness of 
policy wonks and decision-mak- 
ers across the land, writing as he 
dries under the auspices of the 
influential IEA. But more 
important, his arguments are 
not quicklv dismissed. Saunders 
has a sophisticated case to make, 
for he admits middle-class chil- 
dren still get belter jobs and 
salaries than working-class kids. 
Meritocracy', he believes, moves 
in imperious ways. 

The professor has a lot of 
mvsteries in explain. The evi- 
dence of persistent class pnv> 
Jege is everywhere. Seventy per 
cent of the Cabinet were pn- 
vaiclv educated, as was almost 
everv one of our top Law Lords. 
Oxford and Cambridge - the 
universities that guarantee entry 
into the British elite - stdl take 
around half of their students 
from private schools. Yet 93 per 
cent of children are educated in 
the slate system. 

The children of the middle 
classes are still a remarkable 
three times more likely to gel 
a professional job than work- 
ing-class children. And as the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies 
demonstrated recently, if your 
father's earnings fell into the 
bottom 25 per cent of the work- 

- - «...Tnf4nn fhoiV 1C a TAner 


children of the middle classes 
get better jobs, he replies, they 
have better qualifications, ana 
are more intelligent According 
to Saunders: ability begets suc- 
cess; genes beget* abmty: and 
parents beget genes. So if your 
parents are the intelligent 
members of the middle classes, 
vou supposedly stand a good 
chance of inheriting their talent 
and making your own way up 
the career ladder in your turn. 

Feeling uneasy at such deter- 
minism? Unfortunately, we 
cannot reject Professor Saun- 
ders' thesis just because it 
makes us uncomfortable. But, 
don't despair: his own research 
does not justify his conclusions. 

First, he claims to show that 
ability matters far, far more 
than class in determining bow 
successful you are. The trouble 
is he measures “ability” by the 
test results of 11 -year-olds. Yet 
as every parent knows, parental 
encouragement and stimula- 
tion mfike the world of dif- 
ference to a child's pre-pubes- 
eeni achievement. Moreover, 
even supposing that we let Pro- 
fessor Saunders get away with 
his assessment of natural abil- 
ity, he still has a lot of explain- 
ing to do. 

Even on his own research, 
ll-vcar-oidswith identical test 
results still do better in life if 
thev have middle-class, rather 
than working-class, parents. 
i : r.onlnn Mnr. 
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The middle classes have found a ‘meritocratic’ way to ensure t heir children succeed: a good e ducation and lots of q J ^ 


Photograph: Andrew Buurma 


children were to school and to 

academic achievement, he found 

that the kids who were deter- 
mined and worked hard did bet- 
ter later on in life. And surprise, 
surprise, the middle classes tend 
to be more motivated than their 
working-class peers. 

For Professor Saunders, the 


sufficient to ensure that their 
children enjoy the same stan- 
dard of living as they do. A good 
education and qualifications 
are far more effective at ensur- 
ing future success. 

It seems entirely plausible, 
then, that the highly educated 
middle classes are more efn- 


At last! Modem scientists have 
located the working-class gene 


ton working-class, parents. dent ai drumming academic 

The academics Gordon Mar- is proof we uve rTyirilfX _ ac j es motivation into their children 

Mord and Cambridge - the shaU and proved (both at home and in fee-pay- 
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But faced ' c,nnjarc ha *wib eu* Pro fessor Saun- works of contacts and a Utile that the sham? that Professor 
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and high wages to the intelli- 
gent and hard-working), but 
that doesn't mean that Britain 
is now classless. Unless Profes- 
sor Saunders believes that 
effort, as well as intelligence, is 


rTlhe highly competitive world of aca- Tll 6 diSCOVBTy of 3 . 

1 genetic marker for 

ffiSSraKM dropped aitches is 

| “C Stotrmmom Pressor of bOUnd tO be 

controversial, says 

William Hartston 

ing-dass men alerted him to the possi- 

biUty of a genetic component to ctass L ^ heareawiUlillwhidlTObe , iCTe 
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harder. When Professor Saun- 
ders examined how committed 


works of contacts and a little 
inherited wealth are no longer 


evidence. Professor Saunders 
doesn’t flinch. Of course the 
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that the playing field is leveL 

It’s a shame that Professor 
Saunders overstates his case. If 
he confined himself to pointing 
out how important academic 
achievement is as a way to 
overcome class barriers, his 
research would be welcome. 

The trouble is that Saunders 
wants us to believe we live in a 
meritocracy, so we will each 
take individual responsibility 
for our own failure or success 
- he thinks that will make us 
work harder. Thais all very 
well, but it ducks our social 
responsibility to fight against 
the class-based advantages and 
disadvantages that really exist. 

'Unequal But Fair? A Study of 
Class Barriers in Britain ' by P^ter 
Saunders {( EA , €7)- 
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the rffpms are justified. Two years ago, 

his study of family histories of 284 work- 
ing-class men alerted him to the possi- 
bility of a genetic component to class 

structure. . 

“We’ve never seen such strong corre- 
lations,” he explained. “Sixty per cent of 
the sample had a working-class Eathet 
and nearly 70 per cent of the siblings iof 
members of our sample were also work- 
ing class.” Maternal uncles, however, 
tended to form a more disparate group, 
suggesting to Prof Darrenson that the 
inherited component was more likely to 
be transmitted through the paternal 

He accordingly conducted detailed 


that we know affects the functioning of 
Broca's area of the brain, which is the 
speech centre.” 

This could, he said, lead to an expla- 
nation of working-class accents and even 
dropped aitches. 

"‘While we are far from underst and i ng 
the mechanism," he said, “there is every 
reason to believe that a rogue gene could 
cause a malformation of Broca's area, 

. . » .r cw* iIia 


research win inevitably lead to is a pre- 
natal test for the working-class gene and 

the possibility of aborting working-class 

foetuses." } 1 

Dr Darrenson, however, would not 

commit himself on whether be would sup- 
port such a move. “I can folly understand 
why some mothers might not want to have 
working-class children," he said, "irat sci- 
entists should not be called upon to make 
moral judgments. Scientists provide the 
technology. It is for others to decide on 
its applicability.” 

Despite jwtancing himself from the 
moral dilemma, the professor has already 
aroused considerable hostility both in 
academic circles and among working- 
class activists. Already one group of 
geneticists, predominantly from North- 
ern universities, has issued a statement 
dissociating its members from Dr Dar- 
renson’s conclusions. Class, they say, is 
environmentally determined. Describ- 
ing the research as '^methodologically 
faulted", they take Dr Darrenson to task 
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suDoorted by se^Se statistics” affects aesthetic jodgments, causing a work like this should be goal' on on the 

^OT^rromSrted toestudy revealed regression to rather unsophisticated Isla Wi\ I mean iss juss pandnn to the 
S the pairs had ^inherited tastes in waUpaper and soft furnishings.*' desires of them as wants gene k deter- 
markers onthe same small region So does this mean working -cl ass ness mminminnit? 

S^^Sumosome. “It’s a hugely is a disease? The professor hesitated The whole dispute is strangely remi- 

Scittog deSopmeet," explained the before answering. “That’s what’s caustug ascent oftherecent debateover the “gaj 
JrSSr from his office on the Isle of all the controversy, you see. What this gene . only that one wasn t a joke. £ 


fathers, rather than turning his attention | 
to the genes of the 40 per cent with mid- 
dle- and upper-class parents. 

A spokesman for Hawc (the Hamp- 
shire Association for the Working 
Classes) added: “Iss disgraceful that 
work like this should be goin’ on on the 
Isla WT. I mean iss juss paudriu to the 
desires of them as wants gene’k deter- 
minism, innit?" 

The whole dispute is strangely remi- 
niscent of the recent debate over the “gay 
gene", only that one wasn't a joke. || 


US bullying: the secret of Castro’s survival 
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T here was a headline in 
the International Herald 
Tribune on Tuesday say- 
ing: “US Slams Cuban Com- 
munism". The IHT is a paper 
1 admire, but for once they 
picked a headline that had all 
the news value of a headline 
saving “Summer Warmer 
than Winter”, or “No Cure 
Found for Common Cold . 

Yes, America is g°j°8 
through its post-Cold War 
series of nervous tics again 
and is trying to work up the 
free world against the threat 
of being ovemm by Cuban 

Marxism, and Has started 
enacting more trade embar- 
goes against anyone who has 
Jhrer done business with any- 
one in Cuba who pays taxes 
to Fidel Castro, and the 
whole world yawns. 

This does not, of course, 
deter the Americans. Like 
bright shiny-faced door-to- 
door Christian salesmen, the 
Americans are never 
deterred by failure or the 
spectacle of the world col- 
lectively yawning and looking 

at its watch. .. ^ , 

To quote Mr Michael 
McCurry, While House 


spokesman, “We would say to 
our allies: ’Join us now in the 
effort to confine Cuban Com- 
mtinism to the trash bin^of 
history where it belongs'." 

Welt, 1 would say to Mr 
Michael McCurry, spokes- 
man for the White House: 
-Grow up. before it's too 
late". 

The fact of the matter is 
that for some 40 years the 
most powerful nation in the 
world (by which I mean the 
USA, though the title is 
probably there for Japan s 
taking if it could only be 
bothered), has been trying to 
confine Cuban Communism 

to the trash bin of history. 

For 40 years the Americans 
have been huffing and puff- 
ing and trying to blow the 
Cubans' house down, and 
although they have brought 
misery to Cuba, and poverty, 
and deprivation, they have 
not confined Cuban Com- 
munism to the irash bin of 
history. . , , 

Nor have they noticed why 
they have failed. 

The reason they have 
failed is that whenever the 
Americans set out 10 topple 



Miles Kington 

a big bad guy, that guy is 
thereby strengthened in his 
position. 

Being condemned to death 
by the Americans is the secret 
of long life. 

The Americans have sworn 
to oust Saddam Hussein. The 
Americans have sworn to 
oust Colonel Gaddafi. The 
Americans have sworn over 
UOvears to oust Fidel Castro. 
Result? These three men 
have become the best estab- 
lished leaders in the world. 

The converse is true also. 
The Americans have thrown 
their support behind world 
leaders they trust, such as 
Gorbachev, the Shah, Mar- 
cos. and whoever it was in 
charge of South Vietnam 


before the Americans him if he did not regret hav- 
decided to support him. ing left there, just before the 
Result? They are all ousted. Otympics. He shuddered and 
Indeed, in the case of said, “I never want to live in 
everyone except Gorbachev, the Slates again, ever. You 
they are all dead. don't know claustrophobia 

There was a time when the until you have lived in a small 
Americans threw their weight town’ place like Atlanta, 
behind the last ruler of Cuba. “All they arc interested in 
Senor Batista, who was a isthcalmightydollar.lt really 

vicious and corrupt gangster does come down to that. Ana 
in thrall to the Mafia. He trying to talk to them about 
paid the price for being things! I found myself having 
backed by the Americans, to talk in very simple terms to 
He fell. He died. get anywhere. The Ameri- 

The only lime I have ever cans are like children, .1 
been to Florida, home of think.” 

Cuban emigre voters, I got A lot of the things in the 
talking to a Lebanese taxi dri- world I most admire have 
ver who, once he had cstab- come from America, but I do I 
lishcd that I was European, think lhal my Lebanese tari | 
said to mem a loud whisper: driver and my friend febfl 
“What you have to under- Atlanta have a good poiM. 
stand aboutthe Americans is There is something venr 
lhai they are like children, child-like about the Amen- 
They have big bodies and lit- cans. .And it isn’t the/chenK 
tie minds. They drink a lot of bic child-like quality of innb-- 
orange juice to make their cencc. It is the ehild-like 
bodies strong, but ihey have quality of being a playground 
no orange juice For their bully. . v 

^ And. when it comesTlP 

The other day 1 was talking ganging up on Fidel Castro* 
to a Briton who had just an exceedingly second-rate 
come back rrnm a year work- and ineffective playground 
rag in Atlanta, and l asked bullv. - 


“•'VVI vuv nuiwilLdlia 13 

lhai (hey are like children. 
They have big bodies and lit- 
tle minds. They drink a lot of 
orange juice iu make their 
bodies strong, but they have 
no orange juice For their 
minds.” 

The other day 1 was talking 
to a Briton who had just 
come back from a year work- 
ing in Atlanta, arid I asked 
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The Treasury should do its thinking out loud 


L ei's suppose, for a fantastic 
moment, that copies of i he 
J^Tfeaaijy, document leaked 
yesterday had instead been adver- 
ted as a discussion paper, put on 

Sd ?hS.T CCe ¥ ^ WH Smith 
and then been debated at public 

meetings throughout the country. 

Controversial? Certainly. You 
can scarcely contemplate the 
aspect of Britain’s total GDP 
femng below that of Brazil without 

provotong deep thought about 
iJntam s place in Europe and the 
glot«J economy. Bold? You bet. 

R> provoke a national debate on 
whether pensions and unemploy- 
ment benefit should be privatised so 
that taxes can be cut, or whether 
charges should be imposed for post- 
10 wJucanon, or the roads should be 
sold off as utilities, seems an 
unthinkably daring step. Bui politi- 
cally suicidal? Not necessarily. Most 
people fear - and others hope - that 
at least some ministers are already 
discussing such ideas in private. Tb 


Rows over leaked documents can lead to pledges that politicians wish they had never made 


ventilate them in a mature democ- 
racy ought not to provoke riots. 

This is no doubt an absurdly 
utopian argument. But it's worth 
making to illustrate an important 
point - that nothing aggravates like 
a leak. Secrecy is wonderfully cosy 
for governments — as long os it 
works. As it is, the Government was 
yesterday engulfed in a full-scale 
row. 

We have been here before, exactly 
W years ago. In July of 1982 a spook- 
uy similar report, from the Central 
Policy Review Staff, was leaked to 
the Economist. it surfaced at the 
same stage of the electoral cycle and, 
just like now, on the eve of what 
promised to be a hard-fought pre- 
election spending round. 

As Matgaret Thatcher would later 
say, it too had an “excessively 
gloomy” prognosis for Britain's long- 
term economic prospects. It too 


canvassed some potentially explosive 
options like wholesale private health 
insurance, full-cost charges for edu- 
cation and the long-term freezing of 
social security benefits. 

Geoffrey Howe, then Chancellor, 
was forced to go much further than 
he would have liked in denying that 
he intended to dismantle the welfare, 
state. And Mrs Thatcher, whose 
idea of damage limitation was to 
shut down the CPRS, was obliged to 
issue her famous pledge at that 
year’s party conference that the 
NHS was safe in her hands. The 
accusation that the Tories had a hid- 
den agenda dogged them up to 
polling day and beyond. 

There were also differences 
between the CPRS document and 
yesterday’s leak. The CPRS report 
was commissioned by Howe, 
although be subsequently regretted 
it. The current document was pro- 
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duced by civil servants for civil ser- 
vants. and was part of a brain- 
storming management exercise 
devised by Sir Terry Bums, the Trea- 
sury's senior Permanent Secretary, 
on what his department’s functions 
and size might be in the next century. 

There are already signs of min- 
isterial sucking of teeth over Sir 
Terry's wisdom in allowing an exer- 
cise to cover such sensitive political 
issues, let alone be committed to 
paper. And while the document 


may have been written by “kids” as 
Mr Clarke materially put it yes- 
terday, it was discussed by the dis- 
tinctly grown-up Treasury Manage- 
ment Board. 

It also looks as if the “kids’' spent 
quite a lot of time interviewing 
more senior members of the Trea- 
sury when compiling the document. 
Treasury ministers gen ninety appear 
not to have had a hand in it - feast 
of all the Chancellor hims elf. After 
all, Clarke is self -confessedly an 
enemy of what he contemptuously 
and habitually calls “Reaganomics.” 

This poses the question about 
how far officials should be allowed 
to operate a parallel government, 
away from the eyes of elected 
minsters. 

Ministers, however, are not 
immune to the political damage. As 
it happens, the document also can- 
vassed some quite left-wing ideas. 


such as green budgets and more 
autonomy for local authorities. But 
by giving such prominence to a Gin- 
grichite state-shrinking agenda it 
touched on objectives which some 
Tories on the right of the Cabinet 
would like lo realise, as John Red- 
wood, freed from the constraints of 
collective Cabinet responsibility, 
unhelpfully pointed out yesterday. 

The real problem is the endemic 
secrecy, dishonesty even, within 
much of the political class. You can 
talk to serving right-wing ministers 


who wQl tell you they would much 
rather not face the clangers of 
spelling out their plans for the wel- 


fare state m anything so public as an 
election manifesto. 

Those ministers jockeying for 
position in the post-Major era by 
proposing that slate spending 
should be reduced to well below the 
target 40 per cent of GDP become 


vague when you ask them how it will 
happen. Nor should Labour be too 
self-righteous. To imply, as Gordon 
Brown did yesterday, that there will 
be no secret reviews under Labour 
strains credulity. 

y&s it not Jim Callaghan who 
called in Scotland Yard in the Sev- 
enties to investigate the leak of a 
paper to Prank Field on the scarcely 
security-sensitive issue of child ben- 
efit? And if the Labour leadership 
seriously believes that it akme ran 
reform the welfare stale, then it 
must surely have more plans than 
have so far surfaced in its manifesto. 

After the CPRS affair Howe 
lamented that trying to discuss 
sacred cows such as welfare "under- 
lined the problems of democracy”. 
The real lesson is quite different: 
politicians who want to attack the 
sacred cows and are afraid lo do so 
publicly deserve to lose the argu- 
ment The events of the last 24 hows 
make a case for more open govern- 
ment, not for less. 


# 


Abortion: why we must think again 


Women now have complete freedom to 
choose whether to continue a pregnancy. But 
society should not tolerate the consequences 


P artial birth abortion 
involves withdrawing 
the foetus until only 
the head remains 
inside, then piercing 
the skull and sucking the brains 
’ out until the head collapses. It 
is routinely used in America, 
but it is not known how often 
it happens in this country. A 
recent Parliamentary question 
from David Alton failed to 
elicit a figure from the Depart- 
ment of Health. Meanwhile, 
more than SO MPS have signed 
an Early Day Motion, pro- 
moted try the Tory Elizabeth 
Peacock, attacking the practice. 

Of course, the more famil- 
iar suction method of abortion 
- in which the foetus emerges 
in pieces which have to be 
counted to ensure nothing has 
been left behind -might be said 
to be just as horrific as partial 
birth. Either way a human body - 
is butchered by the doctors. ■ 
0 So maybe Mrs Peacock’s 
motion is irrelevant to the abor- 
tion debate. The details of 
abortion are always going to be 
nasty and they only add an 
emotional layer to an ethical 
argument already clouded, 
especially in the US, by irra- 
tional and occasionally lethal 
outbursts. Pro-lifeTS in this 
country are not so fierce and, 
as a result, most people prob- 
ably think the abortion debate 
is an issue of the past. 

This is a big mistake. The 
real abortion debate has yet to 
begin. It is now almost 30 years 
since abortion was legalised 
and things have gone badly 
wrong. 

There are now 184,000 ter- 
minations annually in this coun- 
try and 98 per cent of them are 
done for social reasons. Abor- 
tion is in effect available on 
demand - something that was 
specifically not intended by 


Parliament - and even the 
danse that allowed a soda! 
justification was added only as 
an afterthought during the bill's 
progress. Furthermore, subse- 
quent legislation, although 
reducing the legal limit on 
foetal age from 28 to 24 weeks, 
also made later abortions legal 
in cases of handicap. But, since 
handicap was not defined, 
almost any disorder, however 
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mild, can now be used as a 
justification. 

So it is evident that, because 
of the way legislation has been 
framed, a huge gap has opened 


up between the pro-choice 
rhetoric of the Sixties and the 
actual practice of abortion. 
Abortion is available on 
demand when it was never 
intended to be and the bard 
cases - jape, incest and dis- 
ability - which were used to 
convince people of the justice 
of the cause now only account 
for 2 per cent of terminations. 

Maybe, even in the light of 
these facts, Parliament does 
not want to return to these dif- 
ficult matters. But, sadly for 
quietist MPs, developments are 
likely to make things worse. 

First there is the matter of 
foetal suffering. Today a pro- 
life group of MPs, which 
includes Mrs Peacock, is to 
issuea report based on medical 
evidence - notably from Pro- 
fessor Nicholas Fisk at Queen 
Charlotte's Hospital in London 


B all-tampering, as a subject, strikes me as being about as 
interesting as boiler maintenance only without the, you 
know, frisson of danger. And the court case in which Imran 
Khan, Ian Botham and Allan Lamb are embroiled is, of course, 
more about snobbery and bitchiness than the ethics of unsched- 
uled mid-over seam-adjustment; but the actual mechanics of it 
rip puzzle me. Over the years I've watched the likes of Bob Willis 
9td Jeff Thomson striding off to start their run-up and franti- 
cally rubbing the ball on their flannelled groins (usually accom- 
panied by a Radio 3 voice murmuring, “111 be interested to see 
if he can puli orf one of his googlies”) and I've concluded that a 
shiny-smooth surface must make the leathern orb bounce in some 
significant way that will fool the batsman. 

Now, all the subtlety seems to have gone out of it- Imran Khan, 
I read, “admitted in a biography that he had once used a bottle 
top in 1981 when he was playing for Sussex.". Sheesh. You mean 
he bowled the bottle-top overarm? Obviously not I could only 
conclude that Mr Khan had somehow attached the bottle-top to 
the ball (Sellotape? Pritt?) in the hope of weighing tt down on 
one side - but surely risking detection by even the bhnetest of 
umpires. The cunning devil (unless that’s a deadly nft m Hyoer- 
?ta d). And eve^otoM ! *or t 


- that strongly suggests that the 
foetus feels the pain of abor- 
tion. This raises a serious moral 
challenge to pro-choicers. It 
means, if true, that the foetus 
is not a mere piece of the 
mother, but a sentient being. 
The element of innocent pain 
enters the abortion calculus. 

Secondly, we are at the start 
of an era in which there will be 
more Teasons than ever to 
abort. The expanding science of 
genetics is transforming our 
ability to diagnose pre-nalalfy. 
Assuming, as is tikely, cheap 
and safe methods of isolating 
foetal cells are found, then, by 
reading the DNA, we shall 
soon be able to provide a bewil- 
dering array of forecasts about 
our child's future. 

We can already know, for 
example, if the foetus carries 
any of the 4,000 rare but often 
disastrous single-gene disor- 
ders, such as cystic fibrosis, 
muscular dystrophy or Hunt- 
ingdon’s chorea. The next stage 
-on which billions of pounds of 
research funds are being spent 
- is to identify the genes 
involved in the more common 
polygenic disorders. These may 
include heart disease, cancer, 
schizophrenia and manic 
depression. And they may also 
include conditions we might 
not regard as disorders at all - 
a predisposition to homosexu- 
ality, shortness or even a ten- 
dency to criminal behaviour. 

Huge problems arise with 
these kind of diagnoses. They 
will often, for example, be pre- 
sented in statistical terms - 
your child has an X per cent 
chance of being sdiizophrenic 
or having a heart attack by the 
age of 40. Do you abort and try 
for something better? They will 
also create a new category of Al- 
ness, in which people who are 
perfectly healthy at the moment 





1b the centre of fife: the insight provided by genetics has &ven us more reasons than ever to abort Photograph: Petit farmatfNestiEYSdence Photo Libra/y 


might be considered to be dis- 
eased because of their genetic 
make-up. But the most serious 
problem is that the only treat- 
ment doctors can offer for most 
genetic disorders is abortion. 

Pre-natal testing is all about 
abortion. Geneticists may argue 
that knowing you are predis- 
posed to heart disease gives you 
vital information which wil] 
encourage you to modify your 
lifestyle. But such testing can be 
done afterbirth, listing before 
birth is just a way of leaving the 
abortion option open. 

This will continue to be the 
case for the foreseeable future. 


In spite of the deluge of stories 
about scientists finding the 
genes for disease or behav- 
ioural abnormalities - happi- 
ness was the latest - the reality 
is that there is, as yet, no sure 
route from the gene to treat- 
ment. Nobody can yet be said 
with certainty to have been 
cured by gene therapy and 
devising new drugs on the basis 
of genetic insights is a slow 
process that will not necessar- 
ily be successful. Furthermore, 
there is intense controversy 
over whether genes are the 
whole story. The idea of genes 
“for” something mayyet prove 


far too simple an approach to 
have any medical relevance. 


natal testing and genetic infor- 
mation will increase rapidly in 
the next decade and the one 
sure treatment - abortion -will 
ever more frequently be 
applied. The handicap clause 
on our legislation may be 
invoked not just to cover mus- 
cular dystrophy but also pre- 
disposition to heart disease or 
even potential for criminality. 
By then it should be absolutely 
clear that our legal framework 
is largely meaningless. 

Of course, hard pro-choicers 


will still say parental freedom 
must be protected - an 
unwanted child is a worse crime 
than abortion and reproductive 
decisions are too intimate for 
the state to get involved. But 
more ludd thinkers wiH see that 
society has an interest in its 
future and cannot simply stand 


by while an avalanche of tech- 
nology, much based on highly 
speculative science, promotes 
fundamental changes in our 
social structures. Mrs Peacock 
is right to by and stimulate the 
“yuk” response in her fellow 
MPs. Abortion is the issue of 
the future, not the past 
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quvofhis peers bv sneakily attaching lead weights to one side of 
his yeltowSlazenger balk as he serves for ihe match? 

Conversations of Our Tune. The wet mart in this o^rional 
series was overheard at the Masters of Music pg ^HydePa^ 


a tuuuic ui - , ... .. 

narfes from Gary Glitter to Bob Dylan was crammed into the 



Imran bowls 


parter-Bowtes 


John 

Walshf 

Bowlers with bottle 

and the cunning devils 

who take a shine to M 

ball-tampering... 

backstage tent, waiting to have their photograph taken fnrBeOo! 
magazine. Also there was the Prince of Wales, in understand- 
ably fan-loving, about-to-get-divorced-yippee-iiiust-buy-a-Lam- 
boighini mode. The Prince meets cool, rujg*ed guitar hero David 
GQmom; who has been contributing several tors (and a drive- 
on stage role) to The Who's rock opera. Quodrophada. 

The Prince (regarding GQmour’s burly frame): “However did 
you fit inside that bellboy suit?" 

Gfimonr: “\duaHy I was the bos driver'’ 

The P: “Ah yes. And who are you again?” 

DG: "David Gflmour. 1 have this little band called Pink 
FtoytL.* 

The P (muses for several seconds): “Mmmniin. Oh yes. Nick 
Mason. He's an architect as well, isn’t be?’’ 

DG (shortly): “He's my drummer." 

The Pr^Bitt a bit of an architect ou the side, surefyT 
DG:“fe bat store he never finished his coarse [at Cambridge] 
there’s so danger of him putting up any monstrous carbuncles.. .* 
R»wi of cfcat But win; I hear you ask, would the newfy-siugle 
Prince Charles happen to know Nick Mason from a bole In the wall? 
Simple- Mr Mason bought Andrew and Camilla Paiker-Bowles’s 
gorgeous house when the couple agreed to separata I expect he 
and the Prince haw had many tirefytfisctissions about soffits, archi- 
traves and ttoseha^to-remtrre marks on tto ton carpet 

When it cranes to queueing. I've done my time. I’ve been there. 
Fve queued for hours in Red Square to gawp at Lenin’s 
embalmed form in the Mausoleum, I’ve stood in the afl-Sunday- 
afiernoon fine for the Renoir exhibition at the Hayward in 1990, 
at the heartbreaking two-hour Ikea checkout, the aB-thne 


queuers' nirvana that was the 
Tuienkhamun event But there’s 
something special about the 
queue to get on the Dragon 
River Ride at Chessington 
World of Adventure. For one 
thing, it shuffles forward through 
approximately three separate 
geographical levels: first you 
queue m a winding wooden cor- 
ridor that meanders all over a lit- 
tle hillside; then you emerge 
into a more frankly concentre- 
lion-camp-ish area, baa-ing and 
mewling in a human sheep-pen 
under the boding sun; then you 
go indoors, expecting to set sail 
at last on the draconian swell, 
and find a third queue serpen- Who? said the Prince 
fining across a stairwell... 

Whai strikes you, of course, is the correlation between the queu- 
ing-time and the actual-experience time. You wait 45 minutes for 
a ride lasting 4 mins 5 secs. At the other end of the complex a 
horde of lost souls queue to get on the Vampire, a stunning roller- 
coaster with dangling black carriages like bats: it takes 1 hour 10 
mins to get on a ride of 2 mins 11 secs. Elsewhere at Alton low- 
ers, 1 understand, the Nemesis ride - all dangling arms and legs 
and near-fatal vertigo - lasts exactly 45 seconds and you have to 
queue over a weekend with ambulance helicopters and trauma 
counsellors standing by. If this goes on, some of us will spend 
half a lifetime waiting for a spectacular, if wholly unsophisticated 
physical experience lasting Just a few seconds. The sexual anal- 
ogy is regrettable but, I'm afraid, inescapable. 

My Irish brothewn-Jaw' was in town this week, bearing weirti tales 
from the non-political end of the republic. My fixvourile concerns 
a family in Charleville, Co Cork, whose elderly father was a 


■m 


v 


ing to cattle prods, and was always on the qui vive for signs of 
danger in the modern world One day; his eldest son was gath- 
ering a herd of cattle into the milking shed. After a long day in 
the fields, he had acquired a stone fit his guxnboot and, as be 
entered the shed, the son grasped the metal door-jamb with one 
hand and tried to shake the offending stone down to the toe of 
his boot Hts father; working nearly saw this affecting tableau 
and instantly concluded that his son was in the throes of elec- 
trocution. Knowing the importance of breaking the electrical cir- 
cuit, the old rushed oven seized a shovel and brought it down 
hard where his son's hand clutched the door. Lalei; in hospital, 
they agreed that a compound-fractured wrist was a small price 
to pay for the eternal vigilance of a loving fa thee 
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When Jimi Hendrix set fire to 
his guitar, Chas Chandler was 
ready with the lighter fuel. 
When Slade were desperate 
-for a new image. Chandler 
■pressed the band up os skin- 
heads. The tough, outspoken 
Geo relic was the perfect man- 
ager for both these diverse tal- 
ents. A fouder member of The 
:■ Animals, he could sympathise 
; with musicians and understand 
their problems. As a canny 
businessman he also under- 
stood the power of publicity and 
the importance of image. 

Few Sixties suits were able to 
,. make the jump from pop to 
. . . business, they lacked the dis- 
ciplinc and know-how. But 
when Chandler quit The Ani- 
mals and swapped his caftan for 
.a suit, he swiftly became one of 
the most respected and suc- 
ccssful managers and producers 
of the rock age. 

He discovered Jimi Hendrix, 

, . but it was iris energy and com- 
mitment that helped turn a shy 
. young American backing gui- 
. tarist into a dynamic performer 
and a rock legend. Their mutual 
regard was based on trust and 
. friendship. When their part- 
nership eventually broke down. 
Chandler found ft a bitter blow. 
But just before Hendrix died in 
. . September 1970, he called upon 
his old manager once more for 
, ' help and guidance. Chas Chan- 
dler was a man that anxious 
' artists knew they could trust. 

He was horn Bryan Chandler 
in Heaton, near Newcastle in 
1938. After leaving school his 


first job was as a turner in the 
Tyneside shipyards. The first 
brush with with music came 
when he took up playing a 
homemade guitar. He later 
switched to bass and was in Lhe 
.Alan Price THo when singer Eric 
Burdon joined the band in 1962. 

Renamed The Animals, they 
quickly became one of Britain's 
most dynamic R&B groups. 
From Newcastle's Club A Go 
Go. they came to London in 
1964, when they had a massive 
hit with “House of the Rising 
Sun". Many more followed, 
among them “Don't Let Me Be 
Misunderstood" (1964) and 
"We've Got To Get Out Of This 
Place” (1965), but disillusioned 
by their lack of financial reward 
and exhausted by touring, The 
Animals broke up in late 1966. 
Said Chandler: “We toured 
non-stop for three years, doing 
300 gigs a year and we hardly 
got a penny. Bui our manager 
Mike Jeffeiy did all right. 25 per 
cent of the gross of 300 gigs a 
year, that was good money.” 

During the Animals' last US 
tour Chandler was advised by 
Keith Richards' girlfriend, Lin- 
da Keith, to see an up-coming 
guitarist, Jimmy James, who 
was playing with the Blue 
Flames at the Cafe Wha in New 
York’s Greenwich Village. 

Chandler was especially im- 
pressed by Jimmy James's per- 
formance of the Tim Rose song 
“Hey Joe”, offered to be his 
manager and invited him to 
London. James asked Chandler 
if he could introduce him to Eric 


Gapton and Jeff Beck, and 
that clinched the deal. 

Chandler had already decid- 
ed to stop playing himself. “I 
was never dial good on bass gui- 
tar,” he confessed. He brought 
his new find, now renamed 
Jimi Hendrix, to London in Sep- 
tember 1966, and recruited 
Mitch Mitchell and Noel Red- 


ding to form Hendrix's new 
group The Experience. He also 
formed a partnership with The 
Animals' manager Mike Jeffery 
to look after Hendrix's business . 
affairs for the next two years. 

Chandler eventually pro- 
duced all Hendrix’s hit singles 
including “Hey Joe”, “Purple 
Haze”, and “The Wind Cries 


Mary” and his first two albums, 
Are You Experienced and Acts: 
bold as love . 

He first presented The Ex- 
perience at a series of London 
showcase gigs where Mick log- 
ger and Paul McCartney were 
among the stars who flocked to 
see Hendrix kitted out in Afro 
hairstyle and military uniform. 


When The Experience 
played with The Walker Broth- 
ers at the Finsbury Park Asto- 
ria in London, Hendrix and 
Chandler debated how they 
could liven up their act. 

The journalist Keith Altham 
said that as Ffete Townsbend 
smashed up his guitar, it was a 
pity Hendrix couldn't set his on 



fire: “Chas imm ediately or- 
dered his roadie Geny Stic be 11s 
to get some lighter fueL Jimi 
only ever set fire to his guitar 
three times but it made history.” 
In 1968 Chandler quit as 
Hendrix's manager half way 
through \bc Electric Lcufylandai- 
bum sessions, fed up with end- 
less re-recordmg ana the surfeit 
of hangers-on in the studio. He 
feD out with Jeffery over the way 
Hendrix’s career was being han- 
dled, and in 1969 returned to 
London to his Swedish wife Lot- 
ta, who was expecting their 
first child. Shortly afterwards he 
set up Montgrow Productions 
with Robert Stigwood. 

Their aim was to find and de- 
velop new talent but Stigwood 
didn’t share Chandler's enthu- 
siasm for his next discovery, the 
Wolverhampton band Slade, 
and pulled out, leaving Chas 
Chandler as their sole manag- 
er. He paid off their previous 
management with £100 and en- 
couraged the adoption of a 
skinhead look, with cropped 
hair and bower boots. Slade’s 
lead singer Noddy Holder said 
that the band “worshipped” 
Chandler for the way he had 
transformed their fortunes. 

Under his guidance they be- 
came of the most prolific hit 
makers of the 1970s - their sin- 

? les included “Coz I Luv You” 
1971) and “We’ve Got to Get 
Out of this Place” (1972) - 
though they failed to gain 
American success. In 1979 he 
withdrew from management 
and formed his own record la- 


bel Barn Productions. At the 
sometime he separated from his 
first wife, and left London to re- 
tire to Newcastle, where he 
married his second wife, 
Madeleine Stringer, a former 
Newcastle beauty queen. 

In 1983 he became part of the 

re-formed Animals, and had to 
relearn the bass guitar. It was 
not a happy experience. The 
group spent most of the time ar- 
guing and at one point Chan- 
dler was seen grabbing Eric 

Burdon by Utesoruff of the neck. 

In recent years he helped lo- 
cal bands in the North East to 
record their own music, and he 
also set up in business with ar- 
chitect and saxophonist Nigel 
Stranger. They established Park 
Arena Ltd, which developed the 
10^00-sealer Newcastle Arena, 
the largest sports and enter- 
tainment venue in the north- 
east It opened last year after 
nine years work, and has already 
featured artists such as Nefl Di- 
amond, David Bowie and Pulp. 

A big-built man who liked to 
drink and smoke, he had, said 
Keith Altham “enormous d^'- 
ve and self-belief. It was that en- 
thusiasm that helped both Jimi 
Hendrix and Slade become 
stars. He’d just tell everyone: 
They are the best in the wodd!’’’ 

Chris Welch 


Bryan "Chas" Chandler, bass 
player, manager and record pro- 
ducer bom Newcastle upon Tyne 
IS December 1938; monied twice 
(h vo sons, two daughters); died 
Newcastle 17 July 1996. 


Balasaheb Deoras 


For more than 20 years, from 
1973 to 1994, Balasaheb Deo- 
ras headed the Rashtriya 
Swyamsevak Sangh or RSS, a 
neo-Foscist Hindu revivalist or- 
ganisation. one of whose mem- 
' bers assassinated Mahatma 
• GamJhl and was responsible for 
‘ turning it into a major political 
force in India. 

Deoras was instrumental in 
the negotiations with the federal 
government which led to the 
ban on die RSS's being lifted a 
*. year after its imposition in 1948, 
... following the Mahatma’s 
murder by Nathu Ram Godse, 
;. a Hindu fanatic and RSS 
member. 

Over the years. Deoras 
worked with deadly efficiency, 
first as a RSS pmcharak or 
. motivator and later for 20 years 
as its Sarsanghachalak or head, 
always towards bringing about 
a Hindu renaissance, principally 
by targeting Muslims. His efforts 
paid dividends in May this year 
when the Hindu fundamental- 
ist BJP. one of the Sangh's 
principal political units, 
emerged as the largest single 
party after India's general elec- 
tions to form the federal gov- 
ernment. .Although the minority 
UJP government resigned after 
just 13 days in office, unable to 
cobble together a parliamentary 
majority, it used its short spell 
in power to ensure that it would 
be voted hack decisively before 
the end of the decade. 

Under Deoras, other RSS 
units, known as the Sangh Par- 
i:Viir or family, gained notori- 
ety when some of them 
combined with military preci- 
sion to demolish the 1 tub-cen- 
tury mosque at Ayndhya in 
north India in The de- 
molition led to countrywide 
secturlm riots in which over 
1.51 hi people, mostly Muslims, 
were killed in pogroms in the 
western Indian city of Bombay. 

Founded in 1925. the RSS 


has emerged as India's largest 
most influential and utterly 
ruthless organisation committed 
to Hindu revivalism. It is or- 
ganised along para-military 
lines with a well-defined rank 
structure, physical training ses- 
sions and the ability to mobilise 
volunteers to strike, thus ef- 
fectively dosing down entire 
cities through their networks. 

Operating from the RSS 
headquarters in the western 
city of Nagpur, Deoras worked 
single-mindedly to create a na- 
tionwide Hindu underground. 
Gaoled by the prime minister 
Indira Gandhi in the mid-Sev- 
enties after she imposed a na- 
tional emergency, suspending 
civil liberties, Deoras used the 
opportunity to interact with 
workers and leaders of differ- 
ent political parties arresied 
alongside him to widen the 
scope of the RSS. 

Deoras was born in Nagpur 
in 1915 into a middle-class 
Brahmin family. He was a bril- 
liant student who graduated 
locally before taking a law de- 
gree in 1937. Joining the RSS 
within a year of its founding, at 
the age of 11. he became □ foil- 
time motivator within a short 
spell, and was sent to organise 
RSS activities in Calcutta in 
1939. 

After a series of organisa- 
tional posts, he became the 
head or the RSS in 1973, a post 
he relinquished in 1994. al- 
though he continued to exercise 
great influence over Sungah 
affairs. Like many senior RSS 
members. Balasaheb Deoras 
was a bachelor who lived an aus- 
tere existence, believing self-ab- 
negation to be Hinduism's true 
path. 

Kaldip Singh 

Balasaheb Deoras. p*'!itical ae- 
tb isL Kim Nagpur, western In- 
dia 5 Sinvmber 1913; dud Piute, 
western India /7 June /99ft. 


O. T. Williams 



W9 Hants's legendary Spaghetti Junction interchange at Gravelly Hat, Bir mi n gh am, completed fin 1972 


O.T. Williams was one of 
Britain's motorway pioneers. 
Over his 50 years as a civil en- 
gineer he worked on the Ml in 
the 1950s, designed large sec- 
tions of the M4, M5 and M6 
in the 1960s and created 
“Spaghetti Junction” in the 
1970s. The M5 and M6 Midland 
links required vast lengths of el- 
evated motorway to take traf- 
fic across urban and industrial 
areas around Birmingham and 
included the now legendary 
“Spaghetti Junction" inter- 
change at Gravelly Hill. Com- 
pleted in 1972 and best seen 
from the air, the junction re- 
mains one of the most dramat- 
ic and busiest parts of the 
motorway network. 

After the appointment of Sir 
Owen Williams & Partners (his 
father's engineering practice ) as 
consultant for the London to 
Yorkshire Motorway in 1951, 
O.T. took increasing charge of 
that ride of the firm's work. The 
first length of the M 1 from Lu- 
ton to Crick, some SSkm, began 
construction in March 1958 
and was completed in just 19 
months. This was perhaps the 
start of modem transport in- 


frastructure os known today. 

O.T was travelling exten- 
sively at this time, including a 
memorable trip on the Maure- 
tania to the United States in 
1955, to study developments in 
road construction. It is said 
thai his subsequent develop- 
ment of ideas and influences 
picked up from around the 
world, particularly the States, 
gives a clue to O.T's level of in- 
volvement in designs often 
credited to his father. 

While other designers were 
looking cast to Europe, O.T was 
more impressed by develop- 
ments in highway design across 
the Atlantic. While the design 
of the simple portal span 
bridges on the Ml. revolution- 
ary for their time and not 
without their critics, are right- 

credited to Sir Owen for 

eir look and standardised 
design, O.T's input in Lhe over- 
all design of the highway was 
considerable. 

Educated at Shrewsbury be- 
fore going on to read Engi- 
neering at Cambridge, O.T. 
graduated in 1937 and joined his 
father. Sir Owen Williams, in 
the consulting engineering prac- 


tice he had established in 1919. 

Following the outbreak of the 
Second Wodd War in 1939, 
O.T joined the Engineering 
Section of the Admiralty ana 
spent much of his lime overseas, 
working on projects including 
the development of airfield 
runways. After the war he re- 
sumed work with his father 
and became a partner in 1946. 

In the immediate post-war 
years, O.T worked on a wide 
range of projects being handled 
by the practice, including mod- 
ifications to Sir Owen’s Wem- 
bley Stadium and Empire Pool 
in preparation for the 1948 
Olympics. 

But his biggest project at 
the time was perhaps the main- 
tenance hangers which formed 
BOAC’s headquarters al Lon- 
don Airport. These buildings 
were the Erst major structures 
at the airport and formed the 
start of development at what is 
now known as Heathrow. 

The huge reinforced con- 
crete hanger with two spectac- 
ular cantilevered arch entrances 
is often referred to as a mas- 
terpiece of reinforced concrete 
design. Although credit for 
these buildings is given to his fa- 
ther, O.T's influence on the 
firm's work al this time was sub- 
stantial. Working alongside the 
powerful and influential figure 
of Sir Owen meant O.T tend- 
ed to keep out of the spotlight 
to concentrate on his work at 
the practice. 

It is for highway engineering 
carried out al the practice that 
OT will be best remembered. 
The development of the firm's 
involvement in this new field 
saw him begin his major work 
and start to stamp out his own 
mark in history . 

In April I960, O.T. and Sir 
Owen presented a paper to the 
Institution of Civil Engineers 
describing the designs and con- 
struction of the Ml for which 
they were both awarded the In- 


stitution's Telford Gold Medal 
a rare father and son feaL 

Later sections of the Ml be- 
tween Crick and Doncaster, 
built from 1962 to 1967, bore far 
more of O.T.'s influence as Sir 
Owen stepped away from the 
practice. Softer structures with 
aluminium parapets were more 
critically accepted by architec- 
tural critics. O.T was now dear- 
ly the highways arm of the 
firm, leaving the buildings and 
often, it has been said, the 
credit to Sir Owen. 

As the firm’s work on high- 
ways and motorways expanded, 
O.T was able to lead the cre- 
ation of a substantial pari of the 
country's motorway network. 
This included the M4 Newport 
bypass with twin “Biynglas Tun- 


nels” and massive viaduct cross- 
ings of the River Usk, and the 
A48(M) Port Talbot bypass. 

In 1966, O.T took over as 
managing partner and assumed 
responsibility for the day-to-day 
management of the firm. He 
was appointed a CBE in 1969, 
and retired in 1987 after 50 
years with the firm. In the same 
year he was elected a fellow of 
the Royal Academy of Engi- 
neering. 

He continued to retain his in- 
terest in engineering. He was a 
regular correspondent with 
newspapers and in particular 
with the Institution of Civil 
Engineers’ magazine New Civ- 
il Engineer. Right up to his 
death O.T continued to work cm 
bridge designs for competitions 


around the wodd, not always en- 
tering to compete, but just for 
the academic exercise. It also- 
gave him a great deal of plea- 
sure to contribute to the book 
for children How roads are 
made, which appeared in 1989. 

O.T Williams was an im- 
mensely active, hard-working 
and caring man who loved to 
spend time with his family. He 
was a man of integrity who 
brought great distinction to his 
chosen profession. 

Antony Oliver 

Owen Tudor Williams, civil en- 
gineer bom London 4 October 
1916; CBE 1969; married 1943 
Rosemary Mander (four sons); 
died Little Gaddesden, Herts 14 
July 1996. 



WBflams and Ms fattier, Sir Owen WHIiams, on the Ml site, 1966 
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Birthdays 

Mr Kenneth Antutagv. sculptor. STh 
Lady Binplcy. Research Social Work- 
er. City Corporation, 71: Mr Eduard 
Bond, playwright and stage director. 
t>i Mr Richard Branson, li under and 
chairman. Virgin Group. -Jh; Mr 
James Brolin. actor. 56: Mr Dave 
Cash, di.se jodtev. 54: Mr Christopher 
Dai kin. Government Actuary, 4$; 
Mr George Doggaru cricket histori- 
an and former headmaster. 7!: Sir 
William Doughty, deputy chairman, 
Britannia Refined Metals. 71: Vis- 
count Esher, former Rector. Royal 
College of .Art, M: Mr Nick Faldo, 
golfer. .W; Mr John Fraser, former 
chairman and chief executive, Ciba- 
Gricy. bfl: Senator John Glenn, for- 
mer " astronaut, 75: Mr David 
Hemery. athlete. 52; Miss Elizabeth 
Jennings, author. 70: Yiir- Admiral 
Sir Lo-is Le Bailly. tonne r Director- 
General of Intelligence. SI: Mr Den- 
nis Lillee, cricketer. 4”: Mr Nelson 
Mandela. President of South Africa. 
7$; Mr Anthony Miles, publisher. *6: 
Mr Richard Pasco, actor. 7ft Sir 
BriwL. Richards former diplomat 
7S; Sir Robert Speed QC. former 
Counsel to the Speaker. “I ; Dr Mar- 
tin Stephen, High Master. Man- 
chester Grammar School. 47: 
ProfcxMir Hugh Stephenson, writer 
and journalist. 5it Sir Jamie Sior- 
month Darling, former director. Na- 
tional Trust fur Scotland, 7J<; Mrs 
Mary Stott, journalist, S*>: Dr Basil 
Wecdon. former Vice-Chancellor. 
Nottingham I'nnciMiy. 73: Mr 
Yevgeny Yexlushcnko, poet. 63. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Rudolf IL Holy Roman Em- 
peril, 1552; The Rev Gilbert White. 
naturjiiM and author, 1 72ft WQIiam 
Makepeace Tbaekeray, novelist and 
pner. LSI I; Dr William Gilbert 
Grace, cricketer. IMS: Clifford 


Odets, playwright. 1^06. Deaths: 
Francesco IVt rarcu i IV-Uarchl. poet 
and scholar. 1374; Michelangelo 
Merisi da Caravaggio, painter, lblft 
Jean- Antoine Watteau. painter. 1721: 
Peter UL Tur of Russia, murdered 
I7h2: John Paul Jones. .•Voterican 
mwal officer. I" 0 — Jane Austen, noi - 
clist. ISl’: Marie Alexandra Victo- 
ria. Queen of Romania, 1458: 
Thomas Sturge Moore, poet and en- 
gmer. 1444. V7ie/.skn Novak, pianist 
and comp. wer. 1 44ft Jack Hnwkias 
{John Edward Hawkins), actor. 1973: 
Margaret Laurence (Jean Margaret 
W'eims). nor cILsl I486. On Ihis day: 
the B.illot Act uas passed, after 
which the secret bailor became low. 
lh‘2: the Second Battle o! the Marne 
was fought. 1'ilis; the Matrimonial 
Cause* BilL which gave wi mcn equal 
divorce rights with men. received 
Rovji .Assent, 1423; the Mersey 
ip '. tdi Tunnel was formally opened 
1934: the Spanish Civil War began al- 
ter a revolt under Emilio Mola and 
Franeiscit Franco. I43n: in the l'S. 
•it Chappaqniddiek. Massachusetts, 
a car driven by Senator Edward 
Kennedy plunged utf a narrow 
bridge, and a passenger. Mary Jo 
Kopeduie, was drowned. l%ft Viet- 
nam became a memher of the Unit- 
ed Nations. 1977; in Beirut, a 
car-bomb exploded at the US Em- 
bassy. killing nver 5tl people and in- 
juring over 1110, 1083. Today is the 
Feast Day oj Si Amoul or Amulf of 
Metz. Si Bruno of Segni, St Freder- 
ick of Utrecht and St Pamho. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins. 
“Summer Lining (iii|: The Kiss in 
Art". 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Julian 
Stair. "Inspirauon from the V&A", 
2.30pm. 

Tile Galksy: Suzanne Cotter. '"Prim- 


it wising Perspectives". 1pm. 

British Museum: Stephen DuQ>. 
"The Probity of .-\n: I*Jih century 
French drawing". 1.15pm. 

Nabooal Portrait Gallery: ftn Hol- 
land. “Assembling the Family: per- 
sun.il photographs and popular 
photography". l.lUpm. 

Royal Sockiy of Literature: Robin 
Lane Fox. “Fncixy and the Garden", 
’pm. 

Dinners 

Foundation for Science and 
Technology 

Lord Button* unh was in the chair Tor 
a lecture and dinner drieuKsion of the 

Foundation for Science and Tedi- 
nnloj^- held yesterday evening at the 
Royal Society. Carlton House ler- 
rosv. London SW'l. Mr Peer Bloom 
and Lord Fiufgome spoke on “Part- 
nership in Technology. US. A - Eu- 
orpe ". Dr W Graham Richards was 
presented with (he Lloyd of Kjlger- 
ran Pruv. 


European Atlantic Group 
Lord Dahrendurt presided at a din- 
ner held yesterday evening by the Eu- 
ropCan-Alkiatic Group .il St Ermui's 
Hotel. London SWl, in honour of 
Judge David Edward of (he Euro- 
pean Cdurt of Justice in Luxembourg. 
Judge David Edward spoke on “Eu- 
ropean and British Law". 


Watermen 
and Lightermen 

The following officers of the Com- 
pany of Watermen and Lightermen 
of lhe River Thames have been 
elected: 

Captain Sir Material Edge. The Mjxcn Mr 
J. C Jtiiimn Sob * VKmfcn; Mr C J. lawn, 
Mr J.G Ji'trwn.Mr LG. Baum. Jtm« 9at- 
ikm 


Family had no right to dead woman's brairi 


Dobson v North Tyneside Health 
Authority; Court of Appeal (Lady 
Justice Bullez-Sloss. Lord Justice 
Peter Gibson. Lord Justice 
Thorpe ) 26 June 1996 

A corpse belonged to no one. 
The next of kin ofa person who 
had died of a brain tumour had 
no right of possession in the de- 
ceased's brain after it had been 
removed for the purposes of an 
autopsy, fixed in paraffin and 
stored in a hospital. They were 
therefore unable to sue the hos- 
pital for subsequently dispos- 
ing of the brain. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the plain- 
tiffs, Brenda Dobson, suing as 
the administratrix of the estate 
of Deborah Dobson, deceased, 
and as the next friend of the 
deceased's infant son, Andrew 
Si even Dobson, against (he 
decision of Judge Harkins, at 
Newcastle upon Tyne County 
Court on 7 August 1995, af- 
firming (hat of District Judge 
Marlcy. who had struck out 
their claim against the second 
defendant. Newcastle Health 
Authority, for damages for its 
failure to preserve the de- 
ceased's brain. 

The brain hud been removed 
for the purposes of a post- 
mortem examination following 
the deceased's death from 
brain tumours. The rest uf the 
body was returned to the fam- 
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ily and was buried Dr PCny. 
who conducted the autopsy, 
intended to cany out a histo- 
logical examination of the tu- 
mours but this was not done 
and the brain, preserved in 
paraffin, was delivered to New- 
castle General Hospital for 
storage. 

When, nearly two years lat- 
er. the plaintiffs' solicitors 
asked for Lhe histology relating 
to the tumours, they were told 
that the brain had been dis- 
posed of. This deprived the 
plaintiffs of evidence which 
might assist them in suing the 
Gist defendant. North Tyneside 
General Hospital for medical 
negligence in lailirtg to diagnose 

the tumours at a time when 
such diagnosis might have 
saved the deceased’s life or 
ameliorated her pain with ra- 
diotherapy. 

Richard Hone f HinJte Campbell 
North Shields) for the plaintiffs; 
Michael Curwen (Samuel PhilBps & 
Co, Newcaak upon fix the sec- 

ond defendant. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson said 
that in the present state of the 
English authorities there was 
no property in a corpse: see 
Williams v WiOaims (1880) 20 
Ch D 659 at 662-663 and Clerk 


& LindseO on Torts (17th edn, 
1995, para 13-50). However 
that hare statement needed 
some qualification. 

First, the executors or ad- 
ministrators or other persons 
charged by the law with the 
duty of interring the body had 
a right to its custody and pos- 
session until it was properly 
buried. In this case there were 
no executors and no adminis- 
tratrix until long after the bodv 
had been buried. If there was 
no duty, Ihercwas no legal right 
to possession of the corpse. 

However, even if that was 
wrong and Lhe next of kin did 
have some right to possession 
of the body, there was no au- 
thority that that right was oth- 
erwise than for the interment 
or other proper disposition of 
the body. 

Second, it was said that once 
a body had undergone a 
process or other application of 
human skill, sudb as sniffing or 
embalming it could be the sub- 
ject of property in the ordinary 
way. Hence it was said that con- 
version would lie for a skeleton 
or cadaver used for research or 
exhibition, and the same went 
for parts ol and substances pro- 
duced by, a living person. 

In Doodeward »■ Spence 


uic puuce me preserved stil 
bom foetus of a two-heade 
child which be bad bought an 
wished to exhibit for gain. 

Did this mean that when E 
Peny fixed the brain in para 
fin, he thereby transformed 
into an item the right to po 
session of or the property i 
which belonged to the plan 
tiffs? His Lordship did em 
think so. The removal of th 
brain was lawfully performe 
during Dr Perry’s postmortei 
examination to determine tb 
cause of the deceased's deal] 
There was nothing to sugge 
that the actual preservation < 
the brain after the postmortei 
was on a par with stuffing c 
embalming a corpse or pr< 
rerving an anatomical or patht 
logical specimen for a sdentif 
collection or exhibition. 

Mr Hone accepted if £ 


plaintiffs would have had 
cause for complainL His Lo 
snip could not see how the i 
that it had been so feed r 


cane entitled for interment or 

th« e ihS er P* 1 ****’ still l^ 
that they eve,- acquired the 
property m it M ltle 

PMl Mignth, Bamster 
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Governor opposed Chancellor’s interest rate cut 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 


Eddie Georae, the Governor of 
afEi ■ - 


, Jr U1 

the Bank of England, opposed 
the quarter point cut in inter- 
|ast month, minutes of 


his meeting with the Chancel- 
wed v 


lar showed yesterday. 

As a fall in earnings inflation 
appeared to back the decision 
to cut rates. Kenneth Clarke, the 

m... -_ii ..I . . , 


Chancellor, played down dif- 
nth Mr G 


ferences with Mr George, say- 
ing both of them were 


‘'extremely strongly commit- 
ted" to curbing inflation. 

“1 think the inflation record 
that I quoted, our besi for 50 
years, shows that the Ken and 
Eddie Show is a very successful 
team ; performance.’’ Mr Clarke 
said in a parliamentary debate 
yesterday. 

He added: “Six weeks ago the 
Governor and I differed by just 
one quarter percent. The Gov- 
ernor agrees lhat by any stan- 
dards it is a narrow debate.’’ 

The minutes of the monetary 


meeting on S June say Mr 
George took the view that if 
“rates were reduced now, in or- 
der to guard against the risk to 
activity in the short term which 
then failed to materialise, then 
this would simply exacerbate the 
potential inflation pressure fur- 
ther ahead by adding to do- 
mestic demand which already - 
on the evidence currently avail- 
able - looked set to accelerate.” 
The Bank's advice was to 
leave interest rates unchanged 
for the time being, and that was 


what financial markets expect- 
ed. the minutes added. A num- 
ber of analysts said yesterday 
they now believed Mr Clarke 
would shave at least another 
quarter point off the current 
base rate of 5.75 per cent. 

The June meeting was the first 
at which the Governor had op- 
posed a cut in interest rates by 
Mr Clarke, though they have 
had an argument about the di- 
rection of rales before. 

In May 1995 Mr George 
urged Mr Clarke to raise rates 


a half point but was ignored, and 
by September he conceded that 
an increase was no longer re- 
quired. 

Mr George came into line 
with Mr Clarke in December. 
January and March when he 
agreed" with the Chancellor’s 
three small cuts in base rates. 

But since March, Mr 
George's concerns about the 
pace of growth and the risk to 
Inflation have been rising, which 
he has made dear in public both 
in his quarterly inflation report 


and in evidence earlier this 
week to the commons Treasury 
commit lee. 

The minutes spell this argu- 
ment out in more detail. The 
Chancellor maintained that 
“tire further evidence of a lack 
of cost pressures had improved 
the outlook for inflation; and he 
was content lhat a quarter per 
cent cut was sufficiently small 
not to cause any significant in- 
flationary risk, while reducing 
ibe downside risks to the re- 
covery. If consumer demand 


slarted growing too strongly, 
t the inflation target at 


and put - — 

risk, then rates could be raised 
when this became evident.” 
One City view was that the 
surprise fall in the underlying 
rate of average earnings growth 
to 3.5 percent in May from 3.75 
per cent in April could help jus- 
tify another oil 
Unemployment also fell by 
14,300 in June but the jobless 
rate was unchanged at 7.7 per 
cent of the workforce. 

Comment, page 22 
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US media tie-ups: As News Corp splashes out, regulators say yes to a merger that dwarfs Disney and MGM finds a buyer 

Murdoch set to be 
US television king 



with $2.5bn offer 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


tensive programming library, 
and a stake in Klasky Csupo, an 


Rupert Murdoch was poised 
: biei 


yesterday to become the biggest 
owner of television stations in 
the US, following a $2.5bn 
f£l.6bn) all-share offer for New 
World Communications. 

The deal, which marks one of 
the media mogul's largest ac- 
quisitions in recent years, would 
give his News Corporation con- 
trol of 30 additional television 
stations, bringing to 21 the num- 
ber of Fox affiliates owned 
directly by the Murdoch televi- 
sion empire. 

■ Each of the big three US net- 
works, UBS, ABC and NBC, has 
- a greater number of affiliates 
than does Fox, Mr Murdoch's 
US terrestrial television com- 
; party. But none of them win own 
as many stations outright as 
News Corp if the New World 
deal is approved by sharehold- 
ers and regulators. 

■Analysts said the merger 

■ would give Mr Murdoch the 
* ability to showcase ; new pro- 

grammes in 10 of the 72 lead- 
jf ing US dties. thereby en h ancing 

■ the value of repeat rights sold 
to cable and satellite in the lu- 
crative secondary market 

The deal also gives News 
Corp control of an important 
US television production com- 
pany, Stephen J CanneO, an ex- 


animation company. 

It is likely that programmes 
distributed m the US on the Fax 
network will continue to find a 
market later in the UK. where 
Mr Murdoch's 40 per cent- 
owned BSkyB is the big pay- 
television broadcaster. The 
X-Fdes and Melrose Place, both 
hits on Sky Television, started 
life on Fbx. 

The expanded “owned and 
operated” Fox network in the 
US could also prove instru- 


its affiliation from CBS to Fox. 
News Corp and New Vforid held 
merger talks earlier this year, 


hut could not agree a price. 


mental in ensuring the success 
.via 


of Mr Murdoch's 24-hour news 
service, for which he has been 
seeking cable distribution. 

“Televirion today is not just 
about content," one leading 
media analyst said. “What you 
need is some kind of guaranteed 
distribution.” The deal brings 
together two powerful entre- 
preneurs in tbe form of New 
World's Ron Perelman, the bil- 
lionaire investor behind the 
Revlon Group, and Mr Mur- 
sdoch. whose Afl3bn (£6.6bn) 
company owns television, pub- 
lishing and newspaper interests 
around the world. Mr Ferehnan, 
who controls New World, has 
given, his blessing to the offer. 

News Corp already has a 20 
percent holding in New World, 
which it bought in 1994 when 
the company agreed to switch 



At the cutting edge: (clockwise from top left} Ronald 
Perelman of New World; Ted Turner of Turner Broadcasting; 
Gerald Levin of Time Warner; and Kirk Kerkorian 


Since then. New World has 
been in negotiations to buy 
King World, a leading pro- 
gramme syndication company. 
Those talks have been sus- 
pended. 

New Corp is offering 1.45 
preferred limited-voting shares 
for each New World share, val- 
ued at about S27. against a price 
of about $24 offered by Mr 
Murdoch during the initial ne- 
gotiations. Mr Murdoch will 
maintain his control of News 
Corp. 

Yesterday’s developments 
leave King \forld without a buy- 
er, and analysts said News Corp 
was unlikely to proceed with the 
negotiations. Ring World's ros- 
ter of games shows attracts 
much older viewers than those 
who have driven the growth of 
the Fox network m recentyeais. 

Some analysts suggested yes- 
terday that New World had en- 
tered into talks with King World 
only to force Mr Murdoch back 
to the negotiating table and to 
raise his offer. 

The News Corp-New World 
deal was seen as a boost to the 
reputation of the traditional 
televirion business, which some 
have claimed would be de- 
stroyed over time by the advent 
of cable and satellite. 

Jt also marks a further step 
in the consolidation of the tele- 
vision industry in the US, which 
has seen the main networks 
jockeying to obtain control of 
affiliates. By owning stations 
outright, big broadcasters can 
ensure distribution for their 
own programmes. 

Mr Murdoch is understood to 
believe the mainstream broad- 
casting sector will remain prof- 
itable for decades to come. 

But be has hedged his bets by 
establishing satellite systems 
and a new digital direct-to- 
home service in the United 
States. 

He also unveiled a high- 
stakes alliance earlier this 
month with Leo Kirch, the 
Bavarian broadcaster, to launch 
digital satellite services in Ger- 
many, and plans to introduce 
digital television in the UK. 

Comment, page 21 



Top of the pile: Fox’s acquistion of 10 additional television stations would make Rupert Murdoch the biggest US player 


Time Warner merger approved 


DAVID USBORNE 

New fork 


After weeks of nervous delay, 
the mega-merger between 
Time Warner and Turner 
Broadcasting to create the 
world's largest media giant, 
surpassing "even the Disney 
Company, is set to be formally 
approved by Untied Slates 
regulators. 

Time Whiner announced that 
staff members of the Federal 
'Bade Commission, who had 
been holding up final consum- 
mation of the $7.5bn (£4.9bn). 


had agreed in principle to give 
it their blessing, A vote for- 
malising the approval could be 
taken by the FTC commission- 
ers as early as tomorrow. 

Tone Warner was tbe world's 
largest media company until the 
acquisition of Capital Cities- 
ABC, the US television net- 
work, by the Disney Company 
last year. By absorbing Turner 
Broadcast Time Warner, head- 
ed by Gerald Levin, will now 
vault back into the number 
one position. 

The announcement came at 
the end of weeks of tense ne- 


gotiations between the com- 
panies and the FTC regulators 
over concerns that the merger, 
first announced last September, 
would lead loan unacceptable 
restriction of competition in the 
industry and notably inside the 
cable television sector. 

The close scrutiny by the 
FTC had raised the spectre of 
the merger becoming unrav- 
elled. Such an outcome would 
have been a tremendous set- 
back. especially for Mr Levin 
and Ted Turner himself. Most 
analysts had stuck to their be- 
lief that in time the FTC would 


Kerkorian wins battle for MGM 


stand back and allow the merg- 
er to happen. It is likely now to 
be finalised in September. 

“It came sooner than I think 
people were anticipating given 
the complexity of the deal and 
the parlies involved,” com- 
mented Jill Krutick, an enter- 
tainment analyst at Smith 
Barney in New York. 

The principle focus of the 
FTC inquiry concerned the fu- 
ture role of Telecommunica- 
tions Inc (TCI), the largest 
cable operator in the United 
States. The Colorado-based 
TCI, whose outspoken chief ex- 
ecutive is John Malone, cur- 
rently has a 21 per cent bolding 
in Turner Broadcasting and 


will emerge from the merger 
in the 


PolyGram, the Dutch enter- 
tainment giant, yesterday ex- 
pressed frustration that it bad 
lost out in the drawn-out auc- 
tion for MGM, the Hollywood 
studio, which was sold for 
$Ubn (£840m) to billionaire 
Kirk Kerkorian and a man- 
agement group led by chief ex- 
ecutive Frank Manors o, writes 
Malhew Horsman. 

“'We bid a bur and equitable 
price,” a spokesman said yes- 
terday. “We will continue to look 
for opportunities.” 

PolyGram, which had com- 
peted against Rupert Murdoch’s 

News Corporation and Holly- 


wood producer Morgan Creek to 
buy the troubled studio, be- 
lieved it bad been on the inride 
track until the last moment, 
when Mr Kerkorian made a 
dramatic eleventh-hour move 
to back the management bid. 

PolyGram, which had been 
prepared to spend Sl.lbn, now 
intends to continue its search for 
a folly operational distribution 
network in the US. to build on 
its small Gramercy operation 
and to improve prospects for its 
extensive tine-up of films. 

The sale of the MGM studio, 
tbe last act in Credit Lyonnais’ 
disastrous foray into financing 


Hollywood acquisitions, will see 
Mr Enkorian become an owner 
for the third time. He sold tbe 
studio to Ted Timer, the 
Atlanta-based owner of Cable 
News Network, and then bought 
back all bat the film library a 
year latec The studio was then 
sold to the Italian financier 
Giancarto Parefti in 1990, and 
seized by Credit Lyonnais in 
1992. 

Since then. MGM has recov- 
ered impressively, and was 
responsible for such recent hits 
as tbe James Bond vehicle 
Goldeneye, The Birdcage and 
Get Shorty. 


with a 9 per cent slake 
new Time Warner. 

Tune Warner is the America’s 
second-largest cable operator 
and owns the Wbrner Bros film 
studio. Time magazine and Peo- 
ple as well as its record labels and 
the HBO cable channel. 

The FTC deal will outlaw 
several concessions Lhat had 
been offered lo TCI. including 
the opportunity to cany Turner 
Broadcasting material, includ- 
ing the CNN news channel, at 
reduced rates. Time Vfemerwill 
also be forbidden from dis- 
criminating against competing 
cable distribution companies in 
the supply of content. 


Wall St 
recovery 
calms 
markets 


TOM STEVENSON 
City Editor 


London shares took their lead 


from Wail Street again yester- 
day, with the FT-SE 100 index 

* _ _ -le a — 


dosing 25.9 points higher as 
Tuesday's frayed nerves were 
soothed in New York by better- 
than-expected earnings figures 
from Intel, the microchip 
manufacturer. 

Much of the volatility earlier 
in the week had been put down 
to worries over the health of the 
technology sector, which has 
been such a strong driving force 
behind the bull run of the past 
two years in America. Good 
figures from Intel were backed 
up by better than expected 
results from Ford and GE» 

Concerns about earnings 
drove Nasdaq, the secondary 
market on which manv tech- 
nology stocks are listed, down 
4 5 per cent in the first two days 
of the week but it recovered 
ground yesterday, as did the 
Dow Jones index of 30 leading 
stocks, which rose 71 points in 
the first 10 minutes of trading 
yesterday before settling to 
more modest gains. 


“Intel was a godsend, and it 
: Nasdaq a 


helped turn the Nasdaq around 
today ” said one strategist in 
New York. “Hopefully we've 
gotten all the bad news out of 
the way.” 

Shares were helped by a sec- 
ond consecutive rise in the US 
bond market which shrugged 
off unexpectedly strong house 
building statistics in June. The 
market considered the 13 per 
cent rise in the annual rate of 
housebuilding no more than a 
blip in an otherwise slowing pic- 
ture, focusing instead on a 23 
per cent decline in housing 
permits, and held on to the 
hope that US interest rates 
could edge lower. 

One fund manager believed 
the stock market’s rout in re- 
cent days could add to the 
slowing in the US economy and 
increase the chance of lower 
rates. “The public is getting a 
little taste of what the stock 
market can do to their per- 
ceived net worth.” 

A foil fifth of the rise in the 
FT-SE 100 index was account- 
ed for by rises in BAX up 13p 
to 498p, and BP, np 7i>p lo 
592-5p, as investors looked for 
value among shares bit hardest 
by the gyrations on Wall Street 
earlier in tbe week. Analysts 
said a withdrawal of cash from 
mutual funds would be felt 
most by British stocks with 


heavy US shareholdings, such 


as the oil companies, drug 
stocks and conglomerates such 
as Hanson. 

The UK market was also 
supported by smaller-th un- 
expected rises in average earn- 
ings in June, although the 
benefit was offset by the issue 
of minutes of tbe June meeting 
between Kenneth Clarke ana 
Eddie George, showing 
disagreement between the 
Chancellor and Governor of the 
Bank of England on the wisdom 
of cutting interest rates. 
Analysts believe the difference 
of opinion made a further cut 
in the short term extremely 
unlikely. 

Market Report, page 22 


* Government backs BA-American deal 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 


The Government has given its 
broad support to the proposed 
alliance between British Airways 
and American Airlines despite 
intense opposition from rival US 
carriers, the Transport Secretary 
indicated to MPS last night. 

Sir George Young told a 
Commons transport select com- 
mittee hearing that the tie-up, 
which would give BA/AA 


around 60 per cent of flights 
between the UK and US. “could 
provide the basis for a lib- 
eralising of arrangements with 
the US”. 

The deal, which is being in- 
vestigated by tbe Office of fair 
Trading also requires anti- trust 
umnumty in tbe US. This de- 
pends on the completion of an 
open skies agreement between 
the two governments. 

The Transport Secretary said 
the conclusion of an open skies 


deal would need the establish- 
ment of an independent tribunal 
with the power to stop anti- 
competitive activities such as 
predatory pricing. 


Sir George's remarks chsap- 
wha 


dent, Jeffery Erflcson, told MPS 
the combination of BA and 
American would have monop- 
oly power and make mono; 
profits but 


pointed rival US airlines 
gave evidence to the committee 
on Monday- “I think his em- 
phasis is on BA rather than on 
the consumer,” explained 
Michael Whitaker director of in- 
ternational affairs at United 
Airlines. Earlier, TWA’s presi- 


p routs but that TWA would ac- 
cept the deal with an open sides 
agreement if BA/AA divested it- 
self of some lucrative slots at 
Heathrow. 

Intensive negotiations be- 


tween the Department of Trans- 
: US Departments of 


port and r 

Justice and Transportation are 
expected to last several weeks. 


Two previous attempts to ne- 
gotiate an open skies regime, in 
1993 and last year, collapsed 
when the US broke off talks. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that several US air hues were 
briefed by BAA on tbe current 
availability of landing and de- 
parture slots at Heathrow. The 
meeting was also attended by 
US dvfl servants and a repre- 
sentative from the Office of Fair 
Trading. 

Comment, page 21 



Go-ahead: Sir George Young 
gave the deal his support 
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AEA Tech to 
be privatised 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 


The Government is expected to 
confirm before the end of the 
month that the privatisation of 
AEA Technology is to go ahead 
later this year, and the company 
is believed (o be on the point of 
winning its battle for a stock ex- 
change flotation. 

Ministers are not thought to 
haw made a final decisco yet, but 
if the company is floated in the 
autumn it is likely to be valued 
at about £200m. AEA Technol- 
ogy is the commercial arm of the 
UK Atomic Energy Authority, 
and the indirect nuclear link 
may give ministers food for 
thought because of the embar- 
rassment of the British Energy 
flotation, where small investors 
have lost money this week. 

AEA Technology was incor- 
porated as a separate company 
earlier this year but had already 
moved away from its nuclear 
roots to become a science and en- 
gineering research and devel- 
opment "business. It is based at 
Harwell in Oxfordshire, where 
the workforce has been slimmed 
! by a quarter over the last two 
j \ear* in preparation for privati* 
? sation. 


Last mouth, the Government 
appointed Cazenove as brokers 
to work with merchant bank ad- 
visers Schroders in an indication 
that a flotation was probable. The 
specialist financial public relations 
firm Citigate has also been hired 

The chairman of AEA Tech- 
nology, Sir Anthony Cleaver, 
has made no secret of his desire 
for siock market ownership, and 
has been pushing for an early de- 
cision because of the possibility 
that an election may undermine 
the privatisation. 

7ne other option has been a 
trade sale of the business, to an 
international contract research or 
consultancy company, which 
would have the attraction for the 
Government of raising the mon- 
ey without the pricing risks in- 
volved in a flotation. 

A stock market safe would rep- 
resent the last privatisation of its 
kind before the election, and it 
would also be one of the small- 
est - as little as a seventh of the 
size of British Energy on current 
estimates of AEA Technology's 
value. 

Though the company would be 
a challenge to value, there have 
been a number of successful 
flotations of small science-based 
businesses in recent vears. 
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Record year 
strengthens 
Woolwich 
against bids 


Nicactrm 

Woolwich Building Society’s 
defence against any would-be 
takeover bidders was strength- 
ened yesterday after it an- 
nounced a record 29 per cent 
rise in half-year pre-tax profits 
to £183m. 

Analysts said the rise, from 
£l42m in the same period last 
year, meant that if a predator 
mounted a bid Woolwich would 
cost significantly more to buy. 

Rob Thomas, building soci- 
ety analyst at UBS, the Swiss 
banking group, said: “If one as- 
sumes that a takeover is based 
on a multiple of 13- limes annual 
profits after tax. Woolwich may 
have increased its value by sev- 
eral hundred million pounds.” 

John Stewart, newly- 
appointed chief executive at 
Woolwich, denied, however, 
that the sodety had received any 
formal approaches from likely 
bidders, including Prudential. 
He said: “We are on track for 
conversion and flotation around 
this time next year.” 

The society's results were 
boosted by a doubling of con- 
tributions to £25m from its var- 
ious subsidiary companies, 
including its unit trust and life 
businesses and both Spanish 
and Italian lending operations. 

Mr Stewart said: "At the 1995 
half-year, (our] subsidiaries had 
contributed some 52 per cent 
of group profit. This year, for 
the same period, the figure is 
13.5 per cent.” 


Woolwich said its 200-strong 
estate agency operation was 
also running at a profit and con- 
tributed 12 per cent of the 
company's lending and one- 
third of its life insurance sales. 

Net mortgage lending, after 
redemptions, in the first six 
months of 1996 rocketed by 700 
per cent to £I.67bn compared 
with the same period last year. 
Gross leading, which includes 
the acquisition of a £700m 
mortgage book from Midland 
Bank's French subsidiary, was 
up 128 per cent to £2-9bn. 

Woolwich claimed that, with 
a housing market recovery fi- 
nally in sight, profits from its 
core lending business were set 
to flow through at a faster rate 
than before. 

Mr Stewart added that an end 
to the recession could also 
bring to a close the heavy re- 
liance on discounted mortgages 
used to entice borrowers in the 
past two years. But he said: “We 
would like to do it but it de- 
pends on other forces in the 
market. On our own we account 
for 5 per cent of lending, so if 
we went in alone it would make 
little difference.” 

The society’s cost to income 
ratio, bow much it costs to run 
Woolwich, dropped from 51.4 
per cent last year to 45.9 per 
cent in the firk six months of 
1996. 

Despite the positive reac- 
tion from analysts, many still 
said the sodety was a likely 
takeover target 
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Turnover £ 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Drvktead 

HP Bulmer (F) 

259m |247m) 

27.5m (25 0m) 

3289p (2930) 

132p(12p) 

Celebrated Graoj] (F) 

5 OGm (3.95ml 

052m (082m) 

235p (223p) 

0271p (-) 

Rrd VKbmfagy (F) 

38.8m (32.9m) 

7 An (6.3m) 

30 07p (26.46p) &5p(-) 

Robert H Ion 0| 

13.7m (7 06m) 

0 31m (0.68m) 

0.8Bp(a78pl 

0 . 1 p(ns) 

Medeva 0} 

129m (TI 601 I 

33.9m {283m) 

T2P (62p) 

1 J5p |1.«U» 

Modlo Badness (F) 

108m (931nH 

1.22m (032m) 

0.36P (031 p) 

O09p(-) 

Nabo Group (FI 

50 2m (40 5m) 

2.93m (2.71m) 

13330(15239) 629 (02p) 

Sevflb(F] 

■100m (35 3m) 

-1.1m (3.5m) 

6L7p(5.6p) 

fcBpfcSp) 

DavMSSnttfF) 

1 -?ffio (1 Oftn) 

I25m (99.7m) 

303p(252p) 

7-5p(65p) 

BMta|fo*(F) 

27.1m f26.4m) 

2.01m (1 79m) 

5 7R152P) 

Z5Q f22p) 
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Medeva on its way out of the woods 

The Investment Column 


Medeva is shewing signs of growing up 
after five yeare of heady expansion. In 
April, Bernard Taylor, the former 
Glaxo chief executive who chaired the 
the pharmaceuticals group during its 
formative years, bowed out, following 
in the footsteps of lan Gowri e-Smith, 
the group's founder. But Medeva has 
survived the loss of two key figures and 
is starting to convince the City that it 
has a coherent strategy for developing 
into a serious drugs company. 

But yesterday's half-year figures to 
June show that it is not yet out of the 
woods. Pre-tax profits rose a healthy 
17 per cent to £33.9m, but they 
remain heavily dependent on methyl- 
phenidate, an unbranded treatment 
heavily used in the US for hyperactive 
children said to be suffering from at- 
tention deficit disorder. Medeva’s re- 
liance on a product based on a 
controlled drug which, over the next 
year or two. could be subject to 
competition from up to four rivals, has 
unnerved the stock market. 

There are continuing fears that the 
powerful Food & Drug Administration 
in the US could clamp down on what 
is still a controversial treatment and, 
despite its 25 per cent sales growth in 
the first halt the market is dearly slow- 
ing down. Analysts expect the growth 
rale for methyiphenidate to deceler- 
ate to 5 per cent from 15 per cent in 
the current year. 

Given external estimates that the 
drug could represent as much as 60 per 
cent of operating profits, that puls the 
onus cm Medeva’s newer drugs- It is the 
growing conviction that these can take 
up the running from methyiphenidate 
that is starting to turn sentiment in 
Medeva’s favour. 

One of the most exciting is a whoop- 
ing cough vaccine, codenamed 69kDa, 
which will form part of a SmithKline 
Beecham triple vaccine. That has just 
won approval from a crucial FDA com- 
mittee and one observer expects 69kDa 
to be contributing royalty income of 
nearly £22m by 2000. Hepagene, a he- 
patitis B vaccine, is another product un- 
der development -with substantial 
potential, given the 500 million carri- 
ers of the disease in Asia alone. 

But the best near-term prospects lie 
with the Rochester New York-based 
business of Rhone-Foulenc Rorer, ac- 
quired for S370m (£239m) last month. 
Ionamin. a treatment for the chroni- 
cally overweight, has the potential to 
be another methyiphenidate. Sales 
have grown from almost a standing 
start to S26m over the past five years 
and ft now sells into a market which 
has ballooned from $80m to $200m 
over the past 18 months. 

Dangers remain for Medeva. Its 
large generic portfolio is easily attacked 
by competitors, as the continuing fall 
in sales of its respiratory and hospital 
products shows. Its figures will also re- 
main obscured by the £360m of deals 
done over.the past IS months. But prof- 
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its before exceptional^ of just over 
£l00m this year, rising to above £120m 
□ext, would put the shares at 234p, up 
7p, on a forward multiple of 10 for 
1997. Worth holding, with the outside 
chance of a bid adding spice. 

New fields boost 
David S Smith 


David S Smith has come a long way in 
the past five years since new manage- 
ment came into the business and trans- 
formed it from a company almost 
wholly dependent on paper making to 
a better balanced paper, packaging and 
office supplies distribution group. 

Albeit from a low base, sales and 
profits have soared during that time and 
the share price, just 120p in August 1992 
rose steadily to a high of 332p last sum- 
mer. Since then, however, it has stag- 
nated as the market looked beyond the 
rescue phase and questioned where the 
next stage of growth would come from. 

Yesterday the share price dosed un- 
changed at 295p despite a better-t ban- 
expected 25 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits for the year to April from 
£99. 7m to £124.6m. It was a harsh re- 
action to a 20 per cent earnings per 
share increase to 30Jp (25.2p) and a 
15 percent hike in the dividend to 7.5p. 

What troubled investors was a 


curiously cautious statement from 
Peter Williams, Smith's Canadian chief 
executive. Trading, he said, had started 
well this year but he expected progress 
from packaging and distribution to be 
more than outweighed by continuing 
weakness in the paper operation, 
which has just navigated one of the 
choppiest periods for waste paper 
pricing that anyone in the business can 
remember. 

Analysts took that to be a fairly 
strong hint that profits this year are un- 
likely to rise above about £120m, 
although the range went as high as 

£130m last night, with up toil 45m pen- 
cilled in for the year to 1998. At yes- 
terday's close that suggests a far from 
demanding price-earnings ratio of 9.5 
to next April. 

The problem with the shares would 
appear to be a poor understanding of 
how Smith has changed over the past 
few years - it is still essentially rated 
as a cyclical paper company and little 
credit is given for the more reliable, 
better quality earnings from the other 
two legs. 

BZW, which recently did a sum-of- 
parts valuation of the three operations, 
thinks a market p/e for both packag- 
ing and distribution and a premium val- 
uation for the paper arm to reflect its 
exposure to the growing recycled-pa- 
per market best reflects Smith's true 
value and comes to a target about 5 Op 
higher than the current price. 


Market value: £8T1m, share price 234p 
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Trading record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1995 

1996 

Turnover (£m) 

200 

240 

256 ‘ 

116 

129 

Re-tax prates (Era) 

46.1 

64.2 

79.0 

28.9 

33.9 

Earrings per share (ponce) 

11.4 

13i 

16.4 

6.1 

7.0 

Dividends per share (ponce) 

2.7 

3.3 

4.0 

1.4 

1.65 


Sales by category 

On 



Share price 

pence 



1991 92 . 93 . 94 95 96 


Whatever you think of that 
approach, the fact is that Smith is op- 
erating in a long-term growth market, 
is highly cash generative and has a 
proven record of investing well to 
produce a steady improvement in 
margins. 

Gearing is manageable and the 
benefit of several completed invest- 
ment projects should start to show 
through in coming years. Good value. 

Lowe kits up 

for expansion 

When David Sebire became chairman 
of Robert Lowe, the Cheshire-based 
sportswear and packaging group, in 
1992 be inherited a rag-bag of busi- 
nesses. Tbe company was in the un- 
fortunate position ox supplying baby 
clothes to Marks & Spencer, jeans to 
Wrangler and making Pierre Cardin ties 
under licence. 

All these went in a big dear-out 
which included Babygro, Lowe’s loss- 
making and biggest problem child. A 
financial restructuring followed and 
Lowe was left with two divisions - 
replica football kit manufacturing and 
packaging board products - that still 
sit uneasily with each other. It is 
hardly the ideal starting point but Mr 
Sebire is making a decent fist of it 

In the six months to April pre-tax 
profits rose 70 per cent to £907,000 on 
almost doubled sales of £13.7m. The 
turnover figure included a maiden 
£2.7m contribution from Majoca, a cor- 
rugated packaging business, bought for 
an initial £2.2m in December. 

Lowe is the market leader in replica 
sports kits. But unlike Umbra, a rival 
sports shirt manufacturer, it is not mar- 
keted as a brand name and for obvi- 
ous reasons. “Aim Lowe” lacks a 
certain ring. Clubs that wear Lowe’s 
shirts include Liverpool and Newcas- 
tle, but it was the 1994 World Cup and 
Euro 96 that have been the real dri- 
vers behind the sportswear division's 
annualised sales doubling to £17m in 
that period. 

Packaging, however, is where Mr Se- 
bire sees the greatest growth potential. 
It makes up 41 per cent of sales with 
Nelsons, a Manchester-based labels 
supplier for the likes ofSflenLnight and 
Slumberland, particularly benefiting 
from the improved housing market. In- 
creased consumer spending in the 
run-up to an election would obviously 
help foe division. 

Lowe is keen to expand further in 
niche label markets such as cosmetics 
and toiletries though few good op- 
portunities are left in higher-margin 
areas such as health care. 

House broker Greig Middleton 
looks for pre-tax profits of £Llm, im- 
plying a p/e ratio of under 12 with the 
shares up l-5p at 22 Jp. Good value. 


Have a heart 


What does the Heart of Britain mean to you? 
Send in your photographs, now, and they 
could live forever as one of 300 chosen by our 
celebrity judges to appear in the “Heart of 
Britain" book. 

There are nine chapters in the book, which 
might give you some ideas: 

Young Britain, Caring Britain, .Animal 
Britain. Britain on the Move, Sporting 
Britain, Good Time Britain. Beautiful Britain. 
Working Britain and Tomorrow’s Britain. 

The picture judged best in each category wins 
an Olympus Mju-1 compact camera. 


Send us your three best photographs, together 
with a £2 donation and entry form available 
from BP garages. Dillons. Dixons, John 
Menzies, WHSmith. Waterstone's, Mirror 
Group Newspapers or by telephoning 
0891 252605* 

The “Heart of Britain" book will be a remark- 
able record of the nation in the final years of 
the 20th century, and your photograph and 
name could be there for all to see. 


Heat 1 


0 f Britain 



...Send a picture 

Alow! 

tn support of Royal Brompton Hospital, the leading edge In heart 
research and treatment. 

tunnarted bv AMV croup. Bookman Projects, Dixons, Halifax Building society. Heart 106 . 2 . 

Hlllsdown Holdings, London Kensington HUton. Love tills Records, Marks and Spencer. Next. 
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Bulmer beats cider tax 


TDM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

The country's largest cider man- 
ufacturer. HP Bulmer, whose 
brands include Strong bow and 
Woodpecker, is to cut the 
strengih of its premium brands 
to avoid a 50 per cent lax sur- 
charge on strong ciders. The 
new tax. announced at last 
year’s Budget, is due to be im- 
posed in October. 

From the beginning of that 
month Bulmer is planning to sell 
a version of While Lightning with 
an alcoholic strength of 7.4 per 
cent by volume, just under the 
level at which ihc exass tax rale 
kicks in. Thanks to inconclusive 
market research, suggesting con- 


sumers are unsure whether they 
want their rider to be powerful 
or cheap, the company will con- 
tinue selling its original 8.4 per 
cent brew at a higher price. 

News of the dual branding ac- 
companied profits for the year 
to April 10 per cent higher at 
£27 .5m before a film excep- 
tional charge. Earnings per 
share of 32.9p and a dividend of 
I32p rose by a similar margin. 

John Rudgard, chief execu- 
tive, said the cider market con- 
tinued to grow strongly in the 
UK, with 15 per cent growth 
overall driven by a 20 per cent 
increase in the buoyant take- 
home sector. Bulmer claimed 28 
per cent growth for its own off- 
licence sales and estimated that 


its share of the on-trade had 
risen to 53 per cent compared 
with the 43 per cent attributed 
to the newly combined Gaymer- 
Taunton operation owned by 
Matthew Clark. 

The two companies now 
dominate the UK rider market, 
with Bulmer adding to its share 
after the year end with the ac- 
quisition of Inch's Cider Com- 
pany in May. 

Mr Rudgard said Bulmer 
would not be following Bass and 
Merrydown into the alcoholic 
lemonade market despite the 
impressive success of the drinks 
and the danger that they would 
take market share from rider. 

Bulmer's shares closed 3p 
higher last night at 5S9p. 


Firms 
may have 
to reveal 
derivative 
dealing 


ROGER TRAPP 

Companies will be required to 
disclose the extent to which they 
are using potentially ruinous 
derivatives and other financial 
instruments if proposals pub- 
lished try tbe Accounting Stan- 
dards Board today are 
accepted. 

Tbe plans, contained in a dis- 
cussion paper, form half of a 
concerted attack on a compli- 
cated area of accounting- The 
board is optimistic of being 
able to introduce a standard on 
disclosure in a few months. 
But it acknowledges that pro- 
ducing a standard on the other 
half of its attack - dealing with 
measurement and hedge aaf' 
counting issues - could take sev- 
eral years because it is much 
more complex. 

Sir David Tweedie, chairman 
of the ASB, said his body 
wanted to move urgently on dis- 
closure because companies 
could be destroyed by making 
significant use of derivatives and 

readers of their accounts would 
know nothing about iL 

The proposals are largely 
consistent with those already re- 
quired in the US and under 
international accounting stan- 
dards. 

Financial instruments indude 
non-derivatives, such as loans, 
bonds and borrowing, and de- 
rivatives, such as swaps, forward 
contracts and options. 

Derivatives can cause great 
problems because they are eas- 
ily acquired, often at a minimal 
cost, and their valnes can 
change rapidly, as has been 
seen in such cases as tbe Orange 
County bankruptcy and the loss 
at the' German commodities 
group MetallgesellschafL 

The ASB recommends that 
the disclosures be included as 
part of the Operating and Fi- 
nancial Review, father than 
published as a separate entity, 
on the grounds that that would 
lead to bland statements. 

While it has bad an encour- 
aging reaction from auditors 
and users of accounts on dis- 
closure, the board is expecting 
strong protests over measure- 
ment and hedge accounting. ^ 

By recommending a current-*- 
value rather than a historical 
cost approach, the board is 
calling for a fundamental 
change to current practice. 

In recognition of this, the 
board has described the pro- 
posals as “tentative” and given 
interested parties until 31 Oc- 
tober to comment. 

Gerry Acher, bead of audit 
and accounting at KPMG and 
chairman of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants' audit 
faculty, confirmed the board's 
suspicion that practitioners 
would object to the approach to 
hedges, saying: “We are not con- 
vinced that the problem war- 
rants the radical solution which 
the ASB suggests.” 

However, he was supportive 
of the disclosure proposals, and 
endorsed the boards view that 
they should be deemed best 
practice in this country and 
adopted voluntarily without de- 
lay. 


Challenge Angela: no leaping 
around, just regulatory structure. 


You’ve bad Challenge Anncka. 
Now prepare for “Challenge 
Angela", starring the Eco- 
nomic Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, .Angela Knight MP. 

At the launch of the Soci- 
ety of Financial Advisers' 
new professional qualifica- 
tions yesterday, Ms Knight 
inviied (He financial services 
industry io “Challenge 
Angela" by either suggesting 

improvements to the regula- 
tory structure or sharpening 
up their act. 

As if the prospect of the 
MP leaping around in sky- 
blue dungarees was not 
enough. Ms Knight was asked 
where more effort should be 
made to educate the public 
about money management 
while they arc at school. 

She replied that this was a 
difficult area as the public 
viewed financial services in a 
different way to more 
tangible goods - many of 
them “checked their brains 
in at the door when dis- 
cussing financial matters”. 

If someone knocks at your 
door with one trouser leg 
rolled up and gives you a fun- 
ny handshake, don’t panic. 

Channel Five Broadcasting 
is busily recruiting an army 
of retuners - technicians who 
will go into the nation’s 
homes and retime television 
sets to receive the new ter- 


City Diary 

John Willcock 



Armeka Rice: Notto be confused with the Economic Secretary 


a 


restrial station. Apparently, a 
significant number of re- 
tuners hired so far, especially 
as supervisors, have been ex- 
policemen and Freemasons. 

The former plods know 
their way around their local 
areas and can vet new 
tuners, sifting reliable people 
from bad. The same appar- 
ently goes for the Masons. 

A London-bared spokes- 
man for the Masons is be- 
muse* “It’s the first I’ve 
heard of it. How absolutely 
baffling.” 

m 


A Channel Five spokes- 
woman confirms that they 
have hired two policemen so 
far - but has not heard of 
any Masons. Steady with that 
trouser leg, son. 

Westminster Health Cane 
had a drinks party last night 
at its Leicester Square office 
- but it was not the victory 
celebration it had expected. 

Haring suffered defeat in 
its hostile bid for Goldsbor- 
ough Healthcare. Westmin- 
ster and its advisers from 


Barings and Cazenove had I 
content themselves with a 
farewell party for the com- 
pany's finance director, Ken 
Phippen, who is returning tc 
the US. 

The triumphant Goldsbor 
ough had its own victory 
knccs-up at the Savoy- the 
night before. One Shandwic 
PR man working for Golds- 
borough was so pleased he 
phoned Westminster’s spin 
doctors. Financial Dynamics 
to preen himself, much to 
the disgust of FD. “It was 
intruding on private grief.” 
said one FD operative. 

It’s an ill wind and all thaL 
As the City braced itself yes 
terday for another one-day 
Tube strike, young ladies at 
underground stations were 
handing out leaflets with a 
big black heading: “Notice c 



about the su- 
mmers accep 
Then they re 
Genera] anrn 
charges on a! 
frustshaveci 
L&G apolog 
petition for t 
thence cause 
Even faun 
gone up insit 
for “custome 
stafT.Whal 
starting. 








the independent . TmTpg ^ v 


lSJirU’1996 


5^ 

,1 

de ali n 


« 


U\ 


■ r-M n 

« • 1 

i VI 


.-r- 

'i 




tw? 


.4 


-l* 


s > 






21 


% 



business 


Murdoch gives a lesson in making TV pay 


EHQESQ3QI 


‘He is living proof 
that the winning 
strategy is not 
necessarily to 
make a choice 
between content 
and distribution’ 


R upert Murdoch may be due one of his 
periodic brushes with disaster (on past 
form, once every seven or so years) but there 
certainly no signs yet of his slowing down. 
A day after his Sl.lbn bid for the MGM stu- 
dio m Hollywood was beaten by the inter- 
vention of billionaire financier Kirk 
Kerkorian, Mr Murdoch calmly offered 
*—5bn worih of News Corp slock to deep- 
en his commitment to US broadcast televi- 
sion, snapping up 10 television stations 
owned by New World. 

th^i*rt- n we ^ * 1C * doing out of TV in 
tne UK. there are probably some worthwhile 
lessons in the Dirty Digger's latest 
monouevres across the Atlantic. 

The first thing to realise, as Mr Murdoch 
nas long known, is that there is plenty of 
money still In be made in boring old ana- 
logue television. Despite the huge inroads 
made by satellite and cable in the US, the 
represent more than 
half of all viewing in American homes. 

But there is a more subtle lesson. Mr Mur- 
doch is living proof that the winning strat- 
egy is not necessarily to make a choice 
between content and distribution. If done 
right, controlling both the content (movies 
and TV programming) and the means of dis- 
tnbunon (terrestrial, satellite, cable J can he 
highly lucrative. In the case of Mr Murdoch's 
Fox network in the US, he wiii now be in the 
position to showcase his programmes across 
the country, in most of the "major markets, 
thereby increasing the chances of generat- 


ing a hit. A hit on terrestrial means syndi- 
cation profits down the road, through the 
secondary markets of cable and satellite. 
With tighter control over his tenestrial dis- 
tribution network, chances are that other hits 
will come along. 

And to crown it all, Mr Murdoch, who has 
reached a ground-breaking alliance with 
Bavarian media mogul Leo Kirch, has found 
himself another highly talented partner, in 
the form of Ron Perelman. controlling 
shareholder of New World. In this company, 
and with television prospects looking rosy, 
why on earth does Mr Murdoch keep all 
those tired newspapers he owns/ 


Weinberg unlikely to 
cut much ice 


A week which has seen small investors lose 
xVlheir shirts on British Energy is not the 


obvious time to publish a report examining 
how private share ownership might best to 
encouraged. As it happens the timing of 
l he Weinberg Committee's report on this sub- 
ject is probably academic since its 17 mem- 
bers have laboured long - though not that 
hard - to produce a gnat. 

lb give the report its due, the explanation 
of how and why private investors have grown 
phenomenally in number while private share 
ownership has shrank equally phenomenally 
by value is comprehensive, as is its analysis of 
the deterrents to deeper share ownership. 


But the ragbag of special pleading, apple 
pie and motherhood that make up its rec- 
ommendations are unlikely to cut much ice. 
Its most tangible proposal - that tax breaks 
which currently apply to PEFs be extended 
to direct share ownership - is spurious since 
it simply widens rather than removes a dis- 
tortion in (he (ax system. 

The idea, meanwhile, that courses in per- 
sonal financial awareness should be included 
in the national curriculum comes from the 
same school that believes advertising should 
be allowed in classrooms. The real disin- 
centive to private share ownership, as the 
report acknowledges in passing, is the per- 
ception that the market is run for those in 
the know. This is more than a perception, it 
is a reality. Small investors experience it every 
time there is a share buy-back, tax-efficient 
special dividend or derivatives deal 

Getting to grips with the enormous priv- 
ileges and advantages the professionals 
enjoy might change that reality. But such 
remedies could hardly have been expected 
from a committee that was appointed by 
those self same professionals in the shape 
of the London Stock Exchange itself. 


Eddie George’s timing 
may be right this time 


T here is an old saying that if you have lo 
Forecast a market movement, give the 
timing or the direction but never both. Eddie 


George certainly got his timing wrong last 
year when he wanted to raise interest rates 
to head off inflationary risks, and Kenneth 
Clarke was quite right to insist on overrul- 
ing the governor’s excessive caution. 

The minutes of the Iasi Ken and Eddie 
show when the Chancellor chose to ignore 
the Governor's advice and cut rates, confirm 
that Mr Clarke still believes he is on a win- 
ning streak. The massed ranks of (he Tory 
hack benches certainly hope so. 

With difficulties piling up on the tax cut- 
ting front because of poor public borrowing 
forecasts, interest rate cuts will be a welcome 
took at the hustings; Realpolhik dictates that 
they wfii probably be shaved further. 

But over at the Bank of England, a year 
after getting it so completely wrong, Mr 
George is singing again from the same puri- 
tannical hymn book: this lime the message 
is don't cut rates because the gains outweigh 
the longer term inflation risks. Mr George 
may, however, be about to get his timing 
right in his argument with the Chancellor, 
if only - the cynical might say - because he 
has been singing a similar song for so long. 

Last month was the first time he has dis- 
agreed with a cut- He is also talking more 
bluntly about the inflationary risks two 
years out. There will be a need at some point 
to reverse the falling trend in rates, be says. 

Manufactnringisweakcrthan it should he. 
mam,' small businesses are finding it hard to 
grow, and earnings growth showed a surprise 
fall last month. But consumer spending is 


showing every ago of taking off and the 
housing market is bouncing, a recovery 
that is bad rather than good news. 

TTie benefit of the doubt in this finely bal- 
anced argument between the pessimists 
and the optimists on rates should at last be 
given to Mr George - though given the elec- 
tion pressures on Mr Clarke, he will he 
ignored ax least once more. 


A nd the award for the most repugnant 
jr\public relations stunt of the year goes 
to Scottish Life International, which stuffed 
79 live pigeons into cardboard boxes, left 
them without food or water overnight, and 
yesterday sent them to personal finance jour- 
nalists. No doubt Scottish Life calculated that 
this little wheeze would attract publicity for 
the obscure financial product is was pro- 
moting. But it probably did not figure on 
attracting the attention of the R5PCA, which 
is considering whether there are grounds to 
prosecute. At the very least heads should roll 
in Its PR agency and marketing department 
and perhaps at more senior levels. A more 
satisfactory punishment, however, would be 
financial retribution. It may be unrealistic 
to expect Scottish Life's existing policy- 
holders to move elsewhere since by sur- 
rendering policies they would only be 
penalising themseleves. Bui prospective 
customers should vole with their feel, which 
was not an option open to Scottish Life’s 
pigeons. 


British Gas pays 


consumer group 
over complaints 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 


British Gas has offered a “six- 
figure sum” to the Gas Con- 
sumers Council to help it cope 
with a flood of customer com- 
plaints that continue to erode 
the company’s battered image. 

The Council says it has been 
swamped with calls from cus- 
tomers who have been unable 
to get through to British Gas 
phone lines. 

The GCC says it received 
9,000 such calls at its offices in 
May and June alone, which 
should have been dealt with di- 
rectly by British Gas. 

. Ian Powe, director of the 
council, raised the problem 


0 during talks yesrerday with tire 


managing director of British 
Gas 'fradmg, Mike Alexander. 
Under the company’s radical 
demerger plans, BGT is the sub- 
sidiary that sells gas to 38.5 mil- 
lion homes and businesses. 

The extra funds, understood 
to be up lo £500,000, will sig- 
nificantly boost the GCCs £3m 
budget, the bulk of which al- 
ready comes from British Gas, 
via ihe Treasury. The money will 
pay for a new tail centre and ad- 
ditional telephone staff in the 
Council’s 11 overstretched 
regional offices. 

British Gas refused to elab- 


orate on the size of its offer, 
which is believed to have been 
made to the Energy Minister 
Tim Eggar, but described it as 
a “goodwill gesture". 

It said that “dearly with the 
advent of competition the work- 
load of the GCC will increase 
... and it is in everyone’s inter- 
est that the GCC can extend its 
monitoring capacity”. 

BGT blamed the increasing 
complaints on its 18-momh 
programme to replace com- 
puter billing operations. Mare 
than 60 separate systems in 12 
regions are being merged into 
a single, huge database at a cost 
of £150m. 

A spokesman said: “With 
work cm that scale you’re bound 
to get teething troubles.” 

British Gas has almost fin- 
ished cutting 25,000 jobs from 
its UK workforce. However, the 
spokesman denied the GCC’s 
charge that customer service 
posts bad been culled in the re- 
organisation. He said: “There 
are as many people working in 
customer service roles as there 
were in 1994.” 

Mr Powe welcomed the extra 
cash but warned it was only a 
temporary measure. “The 
solution lies with British Gas in 
solving its own difficulties and 
putting more resources into 
correcting them.” 


The news comes on the eve 
of figures from the GCC which 
will show an increase of more 
than 50 per cent in complaints 
against British Gas in the first 
half of the year, to record lev- 
els. 

The complaints are a further 
embarrassment for British Gas 
as it prepares for the start of 
nation-wide domestic competi- 
tion, due in April 1998. It has 
already lost more than 10 per 
cent of residential customers in 
the trial run of competition in 
the South-west, which began in 
May. 

Yesterday Swalcc became the 
latest regional electricity com- 
pany to pile in to the domestic 
gas supply market, announcing 
its intention to compete with 
British Gas when full t 
turn is established 

Swalec said it aimed to cut 
average bills in South Wales by 
up to 20 per cent. The compa- 
ny has been selling gas to busi- 
ness customers for four years 
and chief executive John 
Roberts said it was set to be- 
come a gas supplier for many of 
its 870,000 domestic customers. 

The company also an- 
nounced the start-up of “Swalec 
Gas Care" - a breakdown and 
annua] service scheme designed 
to 

Three Star product 


competi- 


Iceland cools Somerfield’s flotation hopes 


PATRICK TOOHER 


Somerfield’s hopes of a suc- 
cessful stock market flotation 
next month received a serious 
setback yesterday when rival 
food retailer Iceland issued a 
profits wanting. 

The news could not have 
come at a worse time for 
Somerfield, Britain’s fifih- 
largest food retailer, as it tries 
to drum up support among in- 
stitutional investors for its offer, 
which closes next week. 

It hopes to raise between 
£540m and £5 70m at an in- 
dicative price of 1S0-I90P, at the 
top end of City expectations. 
Bui analysts increasingly believe 
that Somerfield, headed by 
David Simons, may have to 
lower the asking price or even 
pull the issue altogether. 

“The Iceland profits warning 
has big implications for Somer- 
field, ” said Philip Dorgan, re- 
tail analyst at Society Gdndrale 
Strauss Turnbull. “Pulling the 
flotation was always apossMiiy, 
but that prospect is bigger now. 
You have had talk about Tfesco 
launching a rights issue to fond 
a possible purchase of Docks de 
France, then dodgy stock, market 
conditions but the Iceland news 
is by for the most significant.” 

Shares in Iceland tumbled 
24p to a five-year low of J18p 
after the frozen food specialist 
said first-half profits would be 
10 per cent lower than- a year 
earlier because of sluggish sales 
and weaker margins. 

“The bigger guys are getting 
biggerandcougferandthesmall 
are getting squeezed," said 



Setback: David Simons may have to pull the Somerfield float, analysts believe 


Photograph: Tony Buckingham 
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Broe. “It’s not an industry where 
it is good to be small.” 


The news prompted analysts 
to cut their pre-tax profit fore- 
casts for the year to about £62m 
from £73m. But Iceland, which 
last year promised to give back 
surplus cash to shareholders, is 
still expected to raise its dividend 
by almost a fifth to 6.25p, yield- 
ing 6.6 percent At its offerprioe, 
Somerfield stands on a lower bis- 
toricyjeld of between 63 per cent 
and 5.9 per cent. 


“Somerfield has been priced 
against Iceland and Kwik Save,” 
Mr Dorgan continued. “Td be 
a big seller at 180p.” 
lb match Iceland’s yield, an- 
alysts noted that shares in 
Somerfield would have to be 
floated at about I70p. valuing 
the company at £51lm. 


Faffing share prices in Lon- 
don and New York have dented 


confidence in the new issues 


market Shares in nuclear gen- 
erator British Energy went to an 
embarrassing discount this 
week while Monsoon, the fash- 
ion retailer, abandoned its flota- 
tion plans last week. 

And some analysts, worried 
about Somerfield’s position in 
the cut-throat food retail mar- 
ket, reckon the company is 
worth as little as £45 0m. How- 
ever, Somerfield denied the Ice- 


land profits warning would have 
an impact on potential investors. 

Doubts over the float will 
raise concerns among Somer- 
fieltTs creditors. Some £192m of 
flotation proceeds will be paid 
to the Somerfield holding com- 
pany to reduce its debt. The re- 
mainder will be passed on to the 
previous bolding company. 
Isosceles, which is expected to 
pay its senior creditors in foil. 


In Brief 


• Swalec' s chief executive. John Roberts, said the company was 
set to become a gas supplier for many of its 870,000 domestic 
customers in South Wales when the gas market was opened up 
to foil competition. Swalec has been selling gas to business cus- 
tomers for four years. The company also announced the start- 
up of Swalec Gas Care - a breakdown and annual service scheme 
designed to compete with British Gas’s Three Stax product. The 
service will cost £59 a year for the breakdown service and an ex- 
tra £30 for the annual central beating service. 


• Serna, the software group, is paying a total £64-2m for Syntex, 
the Italian information technology services company owned by 
Olivetti. Scma also announced a two- for- 11 rights issue at 595p, 
raising £99m. In 1995, Syntex made operating profits of £6Jm 
from sales of £83.Sm. 


• TTfippr inl Tbhacfp Gronp. owened by Hanson, has acquired Dutch 
cigar maker Cadena Claassen for an undisclosed sum. Cadena 
Claassen produces 43 million cigars a year under the Cadena and 
Carl Upmann brands as well as private labels. 


• ScottishPower, which oa Tuesday declared its increased offer 
for Southern Witer unconditional as to acceptances, said elec- 
tions have been received under the share alternative in respect 
of 99.7 million new ScottishPower Shares. As a result, the max- 
imum number of new ScottishPower shares which may be made 
available under the rights issue has been reduced from ^35.7 mil- 
lion to 116.1 million. 


• East Midlands Electricity is cutting the price of supply by 5 per 
cent from October, ft is the second price cur by the regfonai elec- 
tricity company this year and takes effect for meter readings from 
the beginning of this month. 


• MetaJlgeseHschaffs supervisory board could meet on Satur- 
day to decide on an out-of-coim settlement .with the company's 
Former chief executive Heinz Schimmelbusch, a spokesman Kid. 
Last year, the company filed a DM25m { £Md i) dam^es suitagama 
Mr Schhnmelbusch in connection with ofl trading losses that 

almost DMSm by way a settlement 


- Executives in multinational corporations asked to transfer from 
one European country to another are most put off hy wnonis 
over children^ education, dual-career families and quah^trfhfe, 
Recording to the latest “management moves m Europe survey 
by remuneration advisers Monks Partnership. 


•Accountants' pay awards in some sectors are rannmg at levels 
last seen in the late 1980s, according to research from Hays 
Accountancy Personnel The average increase across bnsness, 

. . .... i u:. Voc rwn In 4 1 ner «-nt m 
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public sector and public practice has risen to 4J per amt m foe 
past six months, after slipping from 4.6 per cent lo 3o per cent 


in the second half of last year. 


• Due to a printing error, the article on tax-cutting policies by 
Christopher Johnson on Monday said there would be a saving 
of £17bn on servicing the national debL The figure should have 
been £7bn. 


English China Clays 
faces serious shake-up 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


A large-scale shake-up at Eng- 
lish China Clays, the world’s 
biggest producer of minerals for 
the paper market, was in 
prospect yesterday after the 
group warned that continued 
destocking in the paper indus- 
try had hit first half trading. 

ECC said it was involved in 
“an intensive review to address 
the group's strategy and per- 
formance improvement". Ana- 
lysts warned that this could 
involve a fundamental restruc- 
turing of the business and said 
a cut in the dividend was a se- 
rious possibility as profit fore- 
casts were hashed for the fourth 
time in as many months. 

ECCs shares sank lip to 
243p, the lowest level for over 
five years, on this latest blow to 
sentiment Since the preliminary 
results were announced in 
March, Dennis Rediker’s first 


since taking over as chief exec- 
utive from Andrew Tfeare, City 
projections of current year prof- 
its have nearly halved, tumbling 
from just short of £100m to as 
low as £52m or so yesterday. At 
that level, profits would be in- 
sufficient to cover the divi- 
dend, which absorbed £5 1.1m in 
after-tax profits last year. 

ECC is heavily reliant on 
the paper industry, which is a lag 
customer for the group's kaolin 
and calcium carbonate products 


deifying volumes were down II 
per cent, when the effects of last 
year's acquisition of the Genstar 
calcium carbonates operation 
were stripped ouL 
Margins have been fair in all di- 
visions, with the effects of lower 
volumes at AmPac exacerbated 
by product mix and manufactur- 


ing efficiency problems. As a re- 
sult of poor trading. 


for use in coating and “filling" 
' it by de- 


paper. It has been hit 
stocking, which first became ev- 
ident at the end of last year. In 
a statement yesterday, the 
group said low production rates 
at paper mills had caused “se- 
vere” trading conditions in the 
second quarter of the year. 

European mineral volumes 
had slipped 16 per cent against 
the first half of last year, while 
in the US AmPac business, un~ 


trading, cash flow has 
fallen from last year and, with 
higher capital expenditure, net 
borrowings have climbed from 
£189m to £2 13m over the six 
months to June. 

The news prompted analysts 
to cut forecasts by up to £18m, 
leaving a wide range of current- 
year expectations from £52m to 
£69m. 

One analyst said foe contin- 
uing problems of foe market 
were not a great surprise, but 
added that the company had 
problems of its own in North 
America. 


Costain hits back at critics 


PATRICK TOOHER 


fWafn, the troubled construc- 
tion group, yesterday rejected 
criticism marie by a large Mid- 
dle East shareholder against a 
controversial refinancing plan 
ami urged investors to rote in 
favour of the deal next week. 

The Kuwaiti construction 
firm Kharafi. which owns 19 per 
cemofCbsiain, has accused the 
c omp any of eying to railroad in* 
vestors Into accepting the res- 
cue. saying it would vote against 
the plan at a shareholders' 
meeting m London on Monday. 

But yesterday Costain hit 
back. “The proposals are the 
only realistic fonesj available (o 


secure the future of the com- 
pany for shareholders," a state- 
ment said. 

Costain also noted that a re- 
cent circular sent to share- 
holders made it dear that the 
rescue package was the only way 
of securing continued support 
from the banks to continue 
trading. “Any suggestion of a 
three-month moratorium is 
therefore unrealistic, 7 ’ it added. 

Costain’s chief executive, 
Alan Lovell, has threatened to 
put the company into adminis- 
trative receivership if the pro- 
posals arc rejected. 

The rescue deal involves a 
£73 jChh share issue which would 
giro up to 40 per cent of the en- 


larged share capital to a 
Malaysian construction group, 
Intria Berhad. Costain's 
bankers could be left with up to 
35 per cent, depending on the 
take-up of foe foree-for-one of- 
fer at 50p by existing investors. 

Cbstain said it had received 
strong support from UK insti- 
tutional shareholders. Its hopes 
of securing approval for the deal 
received a boost on Monday 
when M&G, which speaks for 
7 36 per cent of Costain, came 
out in support of the deal. 

However the outcome of the 
vote is likely to hinge an Saudi- 
based Raymond International, 
which holds 19 per cent- It has yet 
to comment about its intentions. 


EU change 
to takeover 


procedures 

resisted 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


A cross-party committee of 
peers has called on Brussels to 
abandon proposals for a Euro- 
pean takeover directive which 
would replace Britain's non- 
statutoiy arrangements with a 
legalty-bmdmg system for con- 
trolling behaviour during bids. 

The Home of Lords Select 
Committee on the European 
Communities said that har- 
monisation pattig from adopting 
the directive would be out- 
weighed by the damage it would 
do to existing arrangements in 
the UK where the Takeover 
Panel supervises contested bids 
through the application of the 
City Takeover Code. The Panel 
has launched a fierce rearguard 
action to have the directive 
ditched, warning that it would 
create a lawyers’ paradise with 
target companies running to 
the courts to frustrate hostile 
bids. 

In a 160-page report released 
yesterday the Lords committee 
says the directive might prevent 
the Panel from applying (he 
Takeover Code with sufficient 
certainly and fleribiliiy and in- 
crease the risk of “tactical 
litigation”. The committee also 
concluded that the directive did 
not meet the requirements set 
down by the EU for subsidiari- 
ty- the principle that, wherever 
possible, decision-making is de- 
volved to national level - while 
safeguard; in the directive to de- 
courage target companies from 
appealing to the courts were in- 

The UK's efficient system for 
the regulation of takeovers 
"should not be put at risk with- 
out substantial and dearly iden- 
tifiable benefits", said the report. 


Graduate 


K Graduate plus fc the 
marketplace with editorial and 
recruitment targeted at both 
imdeigraduates and graduates 
with 2- 3 years relevant 
experience 


See page 19 -22 
section two 


To book your advertisement 
call the Graduate Team on 
0171293 2312 


Every Thursday in the 


THE INDEPENDENT 


section two 
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] mms^ Orange and BTR ben^tasFootsie regains its po 
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FT-SE100 

3658.2 + 25.9 
FT-SE 250 
4207.4 + 6.4 

FT-SE 350 

1836.2 + 10.7 
SEAQ VOLUME 
603m shares, 
30.180 bargains 

Gifts Index 
92.81 + 0.19 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 
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Shares displayed a little more 
poise as New York offered fur- 
ther encouragement, letting 
talk of a crash, or even a 
bungee jump, fade into the 
background. The FT-SE 100 
blue chips index recaptured 
25.9 points to 3,6582, still 40. 1 
shy of the level ruling before 
the latest slump. 

But If blue chips were short- 
changed, second- liners were 
mugged. After being hit much 
harder than the leaders in 
Tuesday’s debacle they suf- 
fered ihe mortification of claw- 
ing back a mere 6.4 of the 90.6 
points surrendered by the sup- 
porting 250 index. Second- 
ed third- liners inevitably lag 
their blue chip peers but this 
week's display indicates the gap 
is yawning wider. 

Signs unsettled unit trust 
holders, finding the emotion of 
the turmoil too much, were 
cashing in have so far made lit- 
tle impact Some unit trust 
managers were said to be anx- 


ious to sell but found market 
conditions producing deals 
they refused to accept 

Among leaders, Orange, the 
mobile telephone group where 
the market future has looked 
decidedly grey, managed to re- 
cover 6p to lSSL5p from its low. 
The shares were floated at 
205p in March, touching 253p 
before starting their descent. 

BTR managed a 7p gain to 
239p but Hanson lost a further 
3 . 5 p to 157J5tp as worries about 
its demerger continued to cir- 
culate. 

At one time the market 
talked optimistically of a 
break-up value nudgjng 240p. 
Fears of huge provisions and 
possibly uncomfortably large 
tax bills have helped reduce es- 
timates and erode confidence. 
Still Hanson continues to bask 
in a warm glow over National 
Grid. In April, in a deal where 
an air of mystery still lingers, 
it sold its 125 per cent Grid 
stake at 192p, then a 7p dis- 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


count to the ruling price. Grid 
is now 169p, up 4p. 

Tesco gained 6p to 284p 
partty on growing hopes it has 
abandoned hopes of a French 
supermarket strike and Next, 
up 12p at 519p, recovered 
some lost ground. 

In all the excitement Euro- 
tunnel has turned in a sur- 
prisingly resilient display, 
edging ahead a further 05p to 
1075p. There is a suspicion 
French shareholders, who 
dominate the debt-laden 
groap, are supporting the price 
in a bid to force the group’s 
bankers into offering share- 
holders a bigger chunk of the 
restructured business than they 
could normally expect. 


The shares will suffer heavy- 
dilution in any revamping ex- 
ercise and on every yardstick 

are far too high. 

Royal insurance was un- 
changed at 386p and Sun Al- 
liance lp firmer at 362p. 

Their giant merger has won 
court approval and becomes ef- 
fective tomorrow when deal- 
ings in the new group are due 
to start 

The alliance creates a va- 
cancy for a Footsie member. 
Rail track, which suffered a 
near miss when Footsie was re- 
vised last month, is one can- 
didate to join the exclusive 
dub. It edged ahead Oop to 

209.5p. 

Iceland melted 24p to 118p. 


a new 12 -month Jo*, ah ter - 
profits warning: EngUshOu' 
na Cfays- one of Cissi s firet re- 
cruits. also suffered^* a 
cautious statement off 1 lp to 
243 d. 

An 8.S per cent reverse in 


TO U3 •. 

baa. reflecting the Lwi 
Aviation Authority prices 
package, rose a further 5p to 
TUarbure lifted its 


49SpT§BC Warburg lifted its 
target price to 540p. . 

Rainford. an elccuical 
equipment group, surged 67p 
to 295p and Innovations, the 
marketing business, rose fop to 
195p on bid approaches, 
jhe astonishing tale of *J»- 
the small and until re- 
cently neglected aggregates 
business, continued as KMt, 
revealed it had lifted its stake 
to 4.4 per cenL French group 
Lafarge has bid 525p and has 
49 percent and Re dlnn d arts on 


41percenLTl.esh=ashdda. 
60p. They’ were 19p m ue 

^BTV was A* 711 at 

NatWest Securities tnmnwj fe 
profit forecast 11 
£l3.9m but rates the shares. 
Pex. the textile group being 

reshaped, added 05pto6pon 

a forecast return to profits. 

a headhunter 
found the new issue nm^as 

fatigued as expect^ trading a 

65p against the 68p placid- 
‘Alfaroe. a biotech company, 
arrives today. The issue is 
thought to have been sharply 
scaled down to accommodate, 
market reluctance. The group 
raised £4.5 m, placing shares at 

^°?ts debut will, no doubt, be 

hindered by the apparent Hop 
of British Biotech s £143.4m 

cash call. , _ 

Biotech ended at l.vbjp, 
falling as soon as the offer 
closed, against the *~050p 
rights offer. 




shares tnoniighetJJ«"P 
and 495p store 

closed L5p down al*3p * 
the company revealed rt® 

discovered more 

than design, was^bowi^^ 

“widespread evidence 
m hreralisatton”repr^ tn, « 

a possible 300,000 ounces 

strike- Other gold &****£. 
lies are being esammed. It is 
also closer to AustraJiaa Ri- 
ant BHP over its mineral 
sands development. 
mare placed nearly 9 

shares at 305p to finance Hs 

Mozambique venture. 

PI Dana Petroleum also 
raised cash through a pfa*" 
tog. It pufied in nearly £4m 

selling shares at I4p to insti- 
tutions. The casbwnreded 
for its Siberian oil field. Tbe 
shares gained 2-25p to 
1725p. 
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Leave moral judgements out of international trade 


T<he Uruguay Round of inienja- 
AUonal trade negotiations. con- 
cluded in 1994, leaves an agenda of 
unresolved issues. One of the most 
mportant is how the trade system 
should deal with labour standards. 
The US (supported by some Euro- 
pean countries, notably France) 
seeks to restrict access to our mar- 
kets by countries that have unac- 
ceptable policies on issues such as 
trade union rights, child labour 
and prisoners' labour. 

Although, at first, this looks like 
a valuable attempt to improve the 
conditions of some of the roost dis- 
advantaged citizens of the world, we 
should be very cautious about im- 
ptKing our raorai judgements on 
other countries. 

The effects may be the opposite 
of what we want. We would prefer 
children in the Indian subcontinent 
to be in school rather than in sweat- 
shops, but refusing to buy the prod- 
ucts of sweatshops is more likely to 
pitch children on to the streets than 
into school. Refusing to buy the 
products of prisoners’ labour will 
make prison conditions worse, not 
better. 

A system which lets us impose 
our moral judgements on other 
countries must also help them im- 
pose their judgements on us. I 
deplore discrimination against 
women in Saudi Arabia, but 1 
would rather leave that problem for 
the Saudi people to sort out in their 
own way than to give the present 
Saudi government any influence on 
the economic prospects of ray 
daughters. 

Once we put national policies on 
the international agenda it is veiy 
difficult to draw the line. There is 
a “moral majority'* in the US who 
fed very strongly that abortion is 

Foreign Exchange Rates 
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evil. They surely see the rights of un- 
born children as much more im- 
portant than the rights of workers 
to join unions. If wc put workers' 
rights on the international agenda, 
why should others not appeal to the 
rights of the unborn child, and 
even seek economic sanctions on 
countries with liberal abortion laws? 

The problems of competing 
“rights’’ arc difficult enough for na- 
tional political systems to cope 
with. Bringing them into the in- 
ternational economic system is a 
recipe for sharp and unproductive 
conflict. 

We should be concerned about 
young children sewing footballs in 
Pakistan or shirts in Bangladesh. 


Economic factors arc the real 
source of the political pressures for 
action on Jaboursiandards. The two 
charts illustrate how labour market 
conditions have become much 
tougher for unskilled workers in de- 
veloped countries. 

Different labour markets have re- 
acted in different ways to labour 
market pressures. Unskilled work- 
ers in much of Europe have been 
reluctant to accept wage cuts and 
unemployment rales have risen. In 
the more flexible labour market of 
the US, cuts in wages have kept 
down unemployment. 

The British labour market re- 
sponse lies somewhere between 
the American and the European. 


Refusing to buy products of prisoners’ 
labour will make prison conditions worse 


about human rights in China, and 
about environmental quality in 
Poland. But political pressures to re- 
spond to these problems are much 
more motivated by our self-interest 
than by morality. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: 
“The louder he talked of his hon- 
our, the faster we counted the 
spoons." The louder that politicians 
talk of the moral case for imposing 
our standards on others, the more 
carefully we need to count the eco- 
nomic spoons. 


The common experience is in- 
creased competitive pressure and in- 
creased economic insecurity for 
the less skilled. 

These changes have happened ai 
a time when international trade with 
developing countries has been 
growing rapidly. Increased compe- 
tition with low-paid workers in de- 
veloping countries is seen by many 
as the cause of falling American 
wages and failing European em- 
ployment. The continuing growth of 
trade with China and other devel- 


oping countries seems to imply 
that life is going to get even harder 
for unskilled workers in advanced 
countries. 

But trade is not the whole story: 
even with no changes in interna- 
tional trade, less skilled workers 
would have a harder time in the 
world of the word-processor, the 
computer-driven machine tool and 
the Internet than in the world of the 
typewriter, the lathe and the tele- 
phone. 

The political climate matters too. 
Increasing inequality in the US 
goes right to the top of the income 
distribution, and changing social and 
political attitudes matter more than 
globalisation in explaining why chief 
executives' pay has risen faster than 
that of senior managers. 

Even if trade with poor countries 
did explain a large pan of the labour 
market troubles or the unskilled, it 
would not follow that using the 
world trading system to try to im- 
pose higher labour standards on the 
developing world was a sensible pol- 
icy response. 

Developing countries can let 
their exchange rates depreciate to 
compensate for any effects that 
labour standards have on their in- 
ternational competitiveness. The 
overall effect on the competitive 
pressures in our labour markets . 
would be negligible. 

To say that labour standards 
should be kept out of the interna- 
tional trading system is not to say 
that increased inequality does not 
matter, or that nothing can be done 
about it. On the contrary, much 
could be done. The Japanese edu- 
cation system gives serious attention 
to developing skills across the full 
ability range and the Japanese 
economy has survived the last IS 
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years with much less labour market 
disruption than the economies of 
Europe and North America. 

Supporting the income levels of 
the poor both in and out of work 
would reduce the poverty trap. 
But effective measures to reform 


ropean agenda in a different guise. 
The European Commission’s 1995 
White Paper on the preparation of 
the central and eastern European 
countries for accession to the Eu- 
ropean Union implies that these 
countries should adopt much of the 


Economic factors are the real source 
of political pressures for action 


education and the social security 
system to tackle the real issues of 
inequality and social cohesion in our 
societies would be expensive. 
Maybe wc lack the political will to 
give tackling inequality a higher pri- 
ority in public expenditure. But if 
we are unwilling to impose open 
taxes to fund an effective attack on 
inequality and insecurity', we should 
not instead make the futile gesture 
of imposing covert taxes on trade 
and employment in poor countries. 

The same issues axe on the Eu- 
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social, labour and environmental 
regulation of the EU prior to mem- 
bership of the union. 

The rhetoric is that equal mem- 
bership of the European club re- 
quires the same set of rules to apply 
to all; the reality is that once again 
richer countries seek to impose 
their standards on poorer countries 
as a pre-condition for market access. 

Again sen-interest is not far 
below the surface: producers in 
western Europe are concerned 
about competition from low-paid 

Industrial Metals 


Czech Polish workers. Inap- 
propriate regulation of the eastern 
European economies would be bad 
for them, without actually giving 
much protection to western pro- 
ducers. 

There are good reasons for the 
UK government to speak out in 
favour of a more flexible European 
Union, but one of the unfortunate 
by-products of the current state of 
relations between Britain and our 
European partners is that they have 
understandably lost interest in 
hearing the views of the present 
government on the development of 
the union. 

Alosdair Smith is a Professor of 
Economics at the University of Sussex 
and a Research Fellow of the Centre 
for Economic Policy Research- 
Repdatory convergence in Europe is 
discussed by Alosdair Smith and 
others in “The European Union and 
Central and Eastern Europe: Pre- 
Accession Strategies ", Sussex Euro- 
pean Institute, Brighton BN1 9Qtf. 
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017* 

90060 

+ 

3275 

Aksreniun Aloy 

1222-20 

125560 

673 

85840 

- 

380 

Copper A 

8525-575 

070-75 

57643 

330975 

- 

WOO 

Lead 

7605-676 

779-80 

5969 

96625 

+ 

825 

OiCkBi 

7075-85 

7190-7200 

T3TK 

32190 

+ 

60 

Tin 

6WW2D0 

6M5-55 

4750 

0695 

+ 

95 

Zinc 

0875-065 

ms-e 

1293D 

571100 

+ 

3580 

Sttliemetd Convsraton OS 

S/Dm 

SW 

Sradi Hdunsa & dung* h tunw 

ectonganrac 

15525 

14879 

rasa 

aaraTuadsy 8tey 



Precious Metals 


SpMr&Son 


WatarMiararlgi IralhwM 


Money Market Rates 

O-MgM 7 Day 1 Mom* 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Sterling 

DoBar 

Country 

Storing 

Do*ar 

Aigentina 

15468 

09987 

Mgore 

125A81 

0100 00 

Austria 

163082 

104609 

Oran 

05965 

03851 

Brad 

15591 

10066 

Pakistan 

545442 

352148 

China 

12S7W 

83152 

PhSppfnes 

405967 

262100 

Egypt 

'52709 

34050 

PDrtjgal 

298882 

tS380 

Fntand 

70007 

45198 

Otter 

56366 

36412 

Ghana 

258958 

108000 

Russia 

797838 

5C1D0 

Greece 

385788 

236180 

South Africa 

£0059 

43940 

trjcfe 

554345 

355000 

Tawan 

42709 

275750 

Kuwait 

04647 

03000 

UAE 

56891 

36730 


Huber* 

4*r Sfe, 

5-feSe- 

&>• 5*i 

S"»S°» 

5ns5<>e 

5«-( 

Staring CDs 

- 

- 

5«ta " 

5ta 

fire 

8«re 

Loca/ Authority Deps 

5”e 

5 n a 

5ra 

_.5«u 

5"e . 

-5<ta 

Cfecou* Mariam Dep3 

Sns‘ 

5“« 

-’ 


- 

•’ 

TreaBury Bfc (Buy) 

- 


5* •' 

. Sta 

- 

. . 

Oder CDs 

- 

• 

5W 

53* 

549 

582 

ECULHedDap 

• • 

- - 

4* 4* 

41 4* 

4rfe4>ta 



Forward rams quoted Wtfi to bw are eA a docounc subtract hom spat rata 
ran quoted low to Ngh an at a pramfcm: add to opal rate 

•Dolar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest toraigo exchange rates caU D891 1233033. 

Cafe cost 36p par mkmto (cheap rate) 46p other times. 


Tourist Rates 

£ Buys 

Austrafa/Dcfara) i9T 

Auaria(SchSngB) «77t 

BefgLm (Francs] 4SS( 

Consda/Datere) 208 

CypnofPancfc) 069 

Denrark(Krona) Baa 

HoterrH&fetos) 252S 

Fttand (Marias) SS9C 


£ Buy* 

Francs (Francs) 75750 

GermarryiMwtal 23425 
ewxegjracfimaij 3500000 
Hong KangtDctors} 717500 
Mandpunts) 09425 

Italy (Ura) 23130000 

Japan (Yan) SMOOO 

MS Ml*) - 05460 


£ Buys 

Now Zealand (Defers) 22000 

ftawwOtanw) aasoo 

tartujpffEscuJDiJ 2365000 
SpanfPBsetoB) *27500 
S«adan(Kiinod 102300 
Swtesriandffrancs) 18875 
rutaytUa) 1236860000 
Unfed StakBpeteis) 15200 


Liffe FT-SE Index Option 

Settlement price: Sfisa.0 dosing offer price 

Sedas 3000 3850 3700 

JJ y 652 Wti W 

Aug B9QS 59)54 3800 

Sep 16/58 86/77 6ZTO0 

Oct 07/72 10891 82/116 


Energy - 

Brent Crude (S/berral) Gee off (5/torme) 

PE 530pm *ctifl Yrago PE does *ehg 


Sep *88 -071 1858 Sep 17B50 -07S 

Oct 1923 464 «0B Oct 17650 -125 

Now C02 -095 CSS Nov QUO -125 

Vot 21/J37 Index: 20 39 Vofc 10,865 

■we •UQawtoie 


Commodity Indices 

ame<Mf +Bpm 
Max 1970=100 20920 

Avoitint -970*1)0 20248 

&wgy 983=00 7SS0 

Indued Metals 977=00 «UB 

Livestock 970-00 9556 

Precious Metals 973=00 48822 

Sana Gtenei Ms i Co 080 a imm i 


CalVPut 
3780 Tbtuvtfe 
i« 

«w 

41/129 

89/143 


pm»xRH 

s 

E 

Cotas 

s 

E 


S E 

Platinum 

30200 2522 

Mare* 

401 

S9 

Ktuntencfe 

37M7 aeso 

PaAaAxn 

13225 

ftpxn 

BrttamlaS at 

204 

132 

Sow 

88/94 57»1 

SKerspot 

500 

321 

BritartaZSm 

99 

64 

Nobtas 

384/80 8(8^8 

(tod fete 

38340 

2(680 

MnfeDa 

51 

33 

IlfepfeLBflf 

385/401 »fe59 


Agricultural 


wn Products t (Morale) 

8pm SpctOFWWEwpa 


Sep TtS Unleaded GasofoB 214726 

Oct 2065 HeewyFueiOl 94/96 

Nov 206 Naphtha 88/90 

Dec 970 BCGasog 98/90 

2om CCicrra® 01 rkeoro jfeei ptoas 


Ohm 

ICE 

SAom 

ICE 

G/torne 

ICE 

Eton* 

An 

Gunaag 

963 

JJ 

«3B 

Sap 

10400 

Nov 

8500 

. 

. 

txn 

Sap 

G50 

Nov 

C650 

Mar 

moo 

Mar 

23 

cor 

Nov 

WB 

•tan 

10040 

Apr 

13B80 

Apr 

34 

5iB7 

Vbt 

T30Z7 

\M: 

34 

Vbt 

81 

Vbt 

277 


IMto Sugar 
ICE State 
Aug 34080 
Oct 34280 
Dec 33800 
VQi 2(421 


Fmgfe . 

ICE SQhfeiDt 
Jun 105 

-Ai 108 

\foU 350 

Mac 107 


ICE 

Qtane 

coot 

Certs/bushel 

•M 

m« 


mo 

saw 

Sep 

TOM 

Ju 

50000-47800 

48300 

Nov 

71535 

Sep 

39SS03665O 

38050 

W: 

160 

Dec 

36800-35050 

35450 


QCSt Indtees 

Mgltay 3* Dec SthgYW Ymrago ScfeW 
-088 20350 4280 17347 42060 

-186 28175 +028 34758 +MDB 

-087 7131 +630 5557 +3542 

+102 9832 -U34 2MA6 -S31 

■038 18271 +703 9870 +992 

•054 48986 -0 33 50404 -314 

XNntMXIUtinStiatBl ICbMfsd W4fe CK 


Other Softs 

ton (Na30- Mom* 
JfJy/Aiq Capra (ft Stare 
Cotton (NY) UScent/fc 
Aug YtocZ Arantfcg 
Aug ftttW McentAg 
orieke BacMEC - ««7 av< • me 


imq Aug/Od SoyaOK H-HOOkg 

620 jMtUOy DoconO Ol tftSfionna 

7260 Sunflower Ois SAorew 

7050 Aug/Dec Rapeseed OSFUiOOkg 

3310 JuWUiy feoundnutOI Stoma 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


suck Sell Buy ™ 

AM Equity A Lew LWI Duet Manager* 
am Erafty a Un Ha*. Corporation 81 
GeanuyCVr 700 
TktmanHsn 


SeU Buy w I Stock 


Sea Buy wa 


Gwwa Acc 
Genua) he 
uk Guram acc 
waw*hc 
Httfwrktsta: 
Kphsrhchc 
Gcs/Fod hi Ace 
GB&'Fxdhttoc 
Nm America 
Euopo 
Japan Tar Acc 


£934 8738 2 » 

5362 S72£ 3B9 

oar 45B2 Z78 

2BSB 3009 279 

re02 BOOB 434 

41*7 4 V2 *34 

2093 2193 5*2 

9346 9671 6flB 

S»7 3614 000 

3513 373JJ 042 

4637 4997 000 


FW4fleas«i7toA3B OKS 4228 D90 

Era Beal B&39 9084 8299 

aiffnjnteAcc nan H7J 500 

EttRWnfctnc 7640 8022 500 

QtXtafChpa UBS OT3 do C 

BaUncedAcc M M » 

Betancad he 57B5 8t55 276 

Barclays Uiricara UrdMf 
11 BRWMS» flkraM. LMKkn, EM 4BJ 
feCCTBI 834BS44 
Balanced Trusts 

SWtwfilAcc 3417 B7B.7 257 

Stsilnv Fd he *007 4174 287 

EuopeemBdAcc itt£ 195 683 

EuCMWiSdlnc 9432 9»3 <U82 

fen 77S4 B232 307 

Fhsnctt 929B 6944 2B3 

Asoo 6027 6469 24* 

Vahm 307B 3294 2£7 


MunOMtKni 7529 7843 2* 

Uanmad Pund ACC 0000 M3M 2% 

IKGxMftnnk 

SmatarCos 6008 52S 162 

AnelerCceAcc SB17 etsa xB2 
UK&Ganaiel 9297 9684 286 

UKSOenralXX 0058 «B£1 268 

UKSrowth 9260 *868 148 

Mareadansl Otuwtfi Aoida 
CinpaQruwti 3062 2204* 06B 

Per Eesaun Growth t*M7 «*B6 002 

OcCoj Bond 6171 BUI 582 

GkttXSondAcc 9472 9867 682 

Japan Grewti 1645 G026 000 

North American Growth 2637 22BS1 000 

Orierael&owtn 8298 8S44 027 

VltorfctsXds Grewlh 730B 70)3 MO 

MffMdeaowaiAcc 7S3i 7949 on 

Other CU IMTWiaai (boa **FT (Haul*) 
CtOOS Japan EquXy 6878 n02» 000 

CUXMUKBj*? 6004 «BB4 201 

auwuSBa^- «®S W61 ase 

Depoatl Ftffi 9280 8280 56 

OapOWT FU*r 4cc 0500 tSOO 56 

Honwraker RasJ 889 9*6 100 

c Mferftafe «ae Sts- us 

QriMtFundfcx M3 «646 US 

CU Koriey (My Oeoflfey Btorte^ IM ; 

Exempt Unll That 6930 20448 d226 

Pramftmton UnB Ifcgt US 

1 » raraopreMA lendw SSN3F7 
fee am -37* *wo, Dsfeng tnn tao asoo 
Amartsen Orawth T2 er 7TS0 two 


R’ManWy Dtostxntan 7387 7830 0568 

(Accum Lhds) care 6640 588 

FP Sferfep Daport 10020 0020 dS09 

(AccumUrtB) 15*90 15*80 505 

FPTtWyo B47B B043 000 

(Accum Urns) 83** bum 000 

FPIKFoow 4025 436 281 

(AccunUno) 4699 BZ53 261 

Tf-LKOtsWh 65 80 8B0 <BM 

MocwnUnM 3JUO 36530 248 

Sawarosfej 40690 4SS00 153 

(Accum UnttN 6C80 5*530 163 

stwnahptoe 8036 BS47 469 

(AccunUrtB) 6BB0 1630 *83 

AmSMdahp 1600 12340 aOi3 

(AccunUnB) WJO ceao o*a 

Graeaore fend Uetwgras 


JapMhdra citsfeO M.7387 000 

UShtfer BT78406 C6S250 350 

Cedi CBS63B £99355 52S 

lit Bear £84349 CAJTO* *3S 

fepwiBaer CBB63S tfe3BB2 000 

UBBear (6800 063* 390 

EtoferBfe 05*063 £5*8X52 380 

Defer Beer EB6753 E70UB 475 

GHA8 fturao £71896 *39 

Gn Bear 037271 £70091 *75 

HS8C Unft ihwt Ife in pe nwnt Ltd 
• M felfe, lasdes BH TOP Mfeww OW 18tM 
feewtars: 0800 aaau Dsafeg : 0171 196 RH 
Seram oasr too 2 B 2 

Beetoo RntlaMU Chenie M paremt 
Upifi Saner* <U7 Managers) Ud 
9 feyfefeh m. Hratrav Bnmraed, nr 


5+1BUMflanaatW,D 
limits aeao Dm 
UK (Snawth Hinds 
awudtoMn 
CashVwa 

Prsacal bw Che) 
DulAccunt 
UKhdra 
UK Shafer Coa 


looECSRSOQ 

gmV)cin277-2S*431 

S72S EU6 186 
>*5JM 1*506 0520 

mer vjsb bjb 

3B221 30183 378 

VOX 171X2 331 

TSSB2 W642 068 


Genera) 

Property 
Thrafee 

Incoae Trusts 
Ca*OACC 123) 123) *09 

Cash Inc 1002 602 d*S9 

OMfeuftm WSJ U64 

Eaffls hcane 6Q4 ^ *» 

atanonr s»6 saee ao* 

S546 B»D due 
herare Buktv «» rtX CT 

Kl hernia 87W 7214 d273 

Orewtt Hints • UK 

Carafe 6*3 5433 223 

Qrcwm ACC 4003 22 s 

v laws fa 1708 627 07 

Recovery 4683 5009 287 

SrOrCasAcc BT3D 7jU7 MS 

5n*Coshc 5M1 el* 205 

Spera ast»» 3733 3980! DoS 

(kraartb Huatm - Ovsrsaaa 

2S m 

Amer Aseowy Acs 

Aim Act 2685 2M1 2 

699 dt 

EkdOwOiAcc 2018 2144 05S 

668 BM 056 
Japan 6 Gen Ace «3 

JopmJOfehe *** 

JmenSpecSBI 72X6 7086 

622 20*0 d048 

•Meo tram ra herane UsMgir PB» 

Baring Rrod Mknsgeft Ltd 

PO taasi. >99 BMeprasiA. 

LnWon ECZM 3Y9 
enmom 782966 

Amertear. Q«w1fi “S Si 2S 

Amercan Sadr Gos W3 «3 60 

sr* s s « 

alterant sex BM 38 

EwupeenGrewtfi 3827 3807 UB 

£ 

azsr- s IJ 

GMfeBoid 5SS 7235 085 

SfebafOiMii 54J3 SW jj* 

JapanOCTrti 201S 

Japan Sunrise *22 *29 00 

0 fttxw Trust 688 2577 00 

■. Port**) 5407 606 23 

fVltafeArt ^ ^ Js 

iKGreetfi ma **3 

LKEnaferCn ^ 

SUKaUDODn 860 K43 10 

aSSmSStiBaapt 72* 7837 CH 

CommeitW Urdontrael Munegets 
Presage Pontoto tfVT fiwW 
(oemnafiffJx iTt 

tsmtnxmi «0l «73 A7T 

hcane Acc £&& TnX 

Ura CZ 4189 *858 

LcnaGBAec 0331 6*78 dS46 

Arlene *060 »ffl 8B* 

UgnODy heotne'ns Acc5339 S5B1 68* 

470 «» 

Mnaswta 89538 30873 *S 

Be taeunrafe „ 

ti^i Yield «£S OtfB 

H^iYWOAcC 60969 63137 c*17 


307B 3294 2B7 

2409 2585 d624 

8717 2263 d246 


(AcrunUWt) 
AfnsrSNkCas 
(Accum Undo) 
Capital to 
(Accum Untta) 
Corel Bn* Cos 

(Actunurm) 

Cra i iant * i 

lAcranUnriri 

Emetghg UBrtwIs 

(AounUrtt^ 

Einpesn 

lAcaonunU} 

Ererapi BsMnced 

rAccumlMM 

ExSshcome 

Meoafiiww 
Fhandal 
(Accum (has) 
GftTruM 

(Aeeuminai 

HaaViFUWhc 
HaannFurWAcc 
wwn» & Owwiti 
(Aeon Umts) 
MGrOfffe 
lAecunumrt 

JspanAB en 

tnccwinm 


7287 7750 000 

0173 8807 000 

6312 815) 000 

3152 4034 15 

5639 5893 15 

6236 0623 d042 

683* 7077 0042 

OSX 54*8 d5» 

29*6 304 4588 

8391 *26 03 

89* *51 03 

5474 063 09 

6U «55 01 

7527 7075 257 

7986 BIS 257 

3C3 3854 d*l 

5767 605 0*1 

SOS 1709 0*6 

U07 Olfi 046 

6*n BBS 639 

9709 *XU 079 

302 2S6B QUO 

M2 2508 am 

205 2334 351 

3*61 S6S2 301 

4255 4538 000 

4726 808 000 

1704 905 ODD 

«2 934 000 


Extra YMd a*D9 7*96 d7S3 

Mtfihcoma 33*5 3570 629 

UK&myheoms 54S96 904* 3* 

OMfeBond 2988 3078 d&20 

Mmeflenal Funds 

BnnmUarWi *720 5057 two 

taetm) IJaragao* 548X4 SZSO US 

OcidAMAM 1066 12156 dQOO 

OkrtfeUtifes «2» 9189 0129 

Ovsrasse Funds 

Amencen 0672 8637 tfUO 

Eurepram taw* 9B53 08* 

eiraswopp* ante zoa uoo 

Atwcsn Emerang 8» 17050 000 

M>«N)RB 9569 9672 168 

Japan 2t6B3 76206 000 

Pacific Gtuwtfi 2S59 M2T 0000 


EaraUtoK Btarr 227300 Deata* Dim B0» 

Cter Accun 

NiB7 

5837 

563 


G5Z2Q 

65230 

Ml 

&**y Accun 

irauw 

irarao 

231 

Equayhcuna 

99S6 

M£ 

<BM 

IKTaafcaJAIocaaui 

as2fl 

B226 

0*2B 

Eunpean 

M2JB0 

■4233 

118 


23550 

23550 

004 


5X31 

5331 

0746 

□to 

BSfiO 

atreo 

076 


aafil 

84S 

048 

W Braid 

5*6S 

MSB 

336 


7802 

7802 


MxtfrAmarfcan 

S950 

saso 

0073 

Pacrecttfetfli 

12240 

0240 

OM 

IAWr 

7 240 

7340 

336 

UKHecfeery 

W3C 

■mao 

2XB 

UOrUlerCfe 

UBS) 

CBS 

0106 

UK Shewrana* *cc 

6620 

8&20 

2d 

UShdn 

7775 

7775 

dw 7 

EuopMnhdex 

6099 

3095 

102 

Japan hdfe 

4L3B 

4136 

<J 

Vfallrtldi 

0638 

9668 

144 

Ltayds Bank Uoftlhut Managi 

■re Lid 



(Acorn U«s) 
Capons Bend 
Dividend 
lAcoxn unw) 

6jJly hcome 

(AcaumUneri 
Eraopeen & General 
{AccuxIMb) 
Eacpeen DMdend 
(Accun tJhtt) 
feres YMX 
(Accum USM 
FvEraasnt 
t/vxum UrVtxj 
FHmdathvtoe 
(Accun Ui^ 
Gensral 
(AocunlHU) 

<39 hcome 

lAccumUnwq 

Odd 

(AcanilMm 
H0h hcome 
(Accun Uncii 
Mfetwfe 
(Accun Urtu) 
kmrnoc t wi ho 
(AcoumUxal 
Japan AOmt 
(Accun Unto) 


WgdCereSudvihe 532S 9829 ATI 

(ASunUrefe *5? 

UomeWPcrtb fetee 22 SJ JS 

(Accun Unto) 2B0 TO6 147 

Shm9 aw 9W d*a 

Ourstty hcome 5540 «S1 *Sn 

(Accum ihoi ^1 &jzr jot 

necowr 3963 9832 doa3 

(Acoimlhte) ®D *82* 0023 

LK&W9I 036 683* W 

(Accun Unto) 8352 Tt»* 238 

Mends PrwMnt IM mat Msisgea uf 

KISSSSU* sonua 

CsMDwAAcc 12309 9060 169 f 

Odui Canal Q«n mb izw» QUO as ; 

feom he TSOO 9330 301 j 

Mpputlheri CUP XSSX 30J ' 

CpuiCapQ»tfi*hchCl176C taafi 335 I 
(AecunlMB) 12300 OUO 355 , 


(AecunUria) 12300 OOB 350 

FPIMtlhUS 

FP American BOB WB (Ml 

Mcsuntwe) «9I tot DM j 

PPArflP Stir Cos 90U 30S30 000 | 

FPAjuiiQort: 26® XOBO dDCO ) 

(AccunUno) ssan 3&60 ODD . 

FPAu lWttn 38L20 40900 080 1 

nceunUoffi) 43100 46240 ODC ‘ 

FP Eras Oh 27220 29*80 - 000 . 

lAcavaUna) 30320 32250 coo ’ 

FPEuftr «ZM 266 t 

(AceumUnd*] . 9*290 VSOM US \ 

FPnUfcaiKSmCohc«M6 fflM.dls* \ 

(AccuTi ipvts) C380 CUD 19* 

fPkferaBOOriBsDd 990 8346 4*6 1 

(Acase ins) 9iSC «7130 e*s . 

fPMG «m *33 4005 QB 

(AttunlSia* KBS M Qfl ». 

FP Ao&BldaAmte 221S0 ZXJQ QflO . 

S’ tame 3577 MAS < 

(AsaanUnm B*30 2D7» 335 ■ 

F? Jap SnCn* »7D MX MB ■ 


UfesqadEuAy MOB 34808 SBO* 
LonstomM 26860 25860 6282 

WdfemU 221* 271* <006 

Utfewy 38747 28747 258 

UKEmeiipigCVS irm raa him 
A mufcan 3016B 30165 103 

Japs, 0690 13690 000 

Ewpufl 33535 3SDS 007 

nmuMQk 18041 tom can 
RadfeM 77132 77US £56 

AmarEmwchgCoe 39277 S5277 000 

erat 2*010 sms <oa3 

fenergra Mas 12B33 12633 MS 

hdraSrfe Japan 6065 60S dOT 

hdw Scat Pac*c Rm 203S 20355 dl27 

hdraSmCanBEu 6177 6177 dOT 

hhnSrSUSA 175S8 17S0B <11« 

OvefwBonrlStShfly tB31 «7n 0502 

Garenen Pacseae) Psnatoo Ftnada 

| tfeneged Eqfe*y UOO »39 

UKfUarrtSataSd tfiS U232 

Long too Bahncsd 0073 «a44 

W&fity 0330 TOJ 

UKfeaugngCca S.O B6Z7 

Amercsn OSSS wfl4« 

Jacafi 6533 ESS6 

Broow. Win K9C5 

feud Matt 8791 90S 

MfelstaOQc BOO £530 

OapOE 0677 SKT 

Sneigna UarVrs *5J* Slfl* 

P«i£ 49C S36 

Braksr Daft Torata 

SWHhanttus. sea 663) Os 

aaswe* Ptae «■ nas 3562 080 
telAcCUE 1 72*4 3845 CSJ 

^^ffihePtMrr £33? 633* <030 

tc-AscW* E6« 7C!S 1350 

Sr-a^W-APto^ ft30 6*53 dM 

Usnfe (Joim) Unk tfeiugtmra Ud 
*MeMfeelM.LSRdee 5E1 2HB 
fei: 01713767678 _ _ 

UCE^Cyhs VO G*B 0«6 

LK&raSSsa *2 W ^ 

ft-xr.a^ UBS an 

Anarmae Z63 OT9 OC 

jew, 72S3 *709 ■— 

-X79 X* ye 

puhSMK east ircfs zoo 

w: 22Q Cfi 

wtoms «*5* TTsae S33 

U5fe» Ctszs cm 4K 

F£S£ Mb 2E care S3S 9EST Jg 

ltabditarra *Sb 

amwdjtna* ts&aessCS **s 

rrf “ifejin- *0922 1C33 c=5 

fedssABeer Rreea Oerikv 0(71 665 oon 

tmn ac«» erscsr =*(25 2 = 

Ho^Kaegte £5^3 £3SS2 JO 

Jttom 


Uoaraaflaa Hmmm. CSUfeA IfeM. » *JF 

fefc 01*3* 838000 Deahv 0183* 834X13 

Bwenoedhc 08300 40850 2M 

BManesdAee 90770 96570 248 

CUrif Eumpa Gr he 8127 6585 001 

Corel EucpaGr Acs 8746 9ED7 OSI 
Extmhamehe 2B7D0 28*0 *96 

ExseheraneAcc 78080 77720 *33 

FT-se WJ he «*40 «M0 282 

FT-SE OOAec 1W50 0*00 262 

Gstman feoeib he WOO MS60 
German Oort> Act 1*260 0020 

Oroarth Pordafa he 662X0 60380 
Grruft Pcrrtedo Acc 67190 71*40 

HtSihrere u hp 908 9907 dZ88 

HdihureuAeo . tXUO V390 788 

haxnehc SATO Siso 359 

hcome Acc M02J3O SODO 39 

hcane PonMo he 64230 57720 49 

heame Rwttofc tea SOZSO 6#UV 49 
japen Oc«1h he TOO 1020 
Japan OomDi Aec itJSO tow 
M aster Hud he 981 7002 0134 

HufelhHAcc 7600 6086 19* 
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wp OLYMPIC GAMES 


Hardcastle holding back sands of time 


jjor those with a long memory 
^crc might be a recollection of 
a lime girl, her hair cropped 
punk-like and dyed red. white 
and blue standing on the podi- 
um to receive swimming medals 
M the 1984 Olympic Games. 
You might rememher. she can- 
not. The Los Angeles Games 
are a blur to Sarah Hardcastle 
■The hairstyle she remcm- 
bers - these things are impor- 
tant to a 15-year-old - but the 
ceremonies in which she re- 
vived a silver and a bronze have 
been wiped from the brain. "I 
was too young to take it in.” she 
said. “I was unbelievably blase. 
Winning Olympic medals 
seemed a breeze.” 

At 27. she knows differently. 
Possibly more Ulan most be- 
cause Hardcastle. the girl who 


believed the Olympics was a 
doddle became the woman who 
found swimming an unbear- 
able chore. She retired for six 
years, missing the Seoul and 
Barcelona Olympics, and only 
came back when she realised the 
delights of being a secretary at 
Ford Motors, of being normal, 
were not as glamorous as she 

had believedr 

“When you get there the 
grass Is not always as green as 
you think.” she said. Invited to 
present prizes at the British tri- 
als in 1992, a spark was rcignit- 
cd and closer examination 
proved it to be more lhan a 
piped ream. looked at the 

times and realised the event had 
not moved on." She had though, 
getting married, and her hus- 
band, Lee. tipped the balance. 


Guy Hodgson meets the British swimmer who has given up 
the typing pool for another chance to win an Olympic medal 


"He said to mu: 'You have 
this rare talent and here you arc 
being a secretary. If you don't 
tty you'll never know how good 
you could have been.' I think he 
brought it home to me that 
there's nothing worse than the 
words *what if’.” 

So 12 years on from appear- 
ing to be on the verge of great- 
ness and after a spell where she 
could not even face a short, so- 
cial swim, Hardcastle will be at- 
tempting to end a career in 
blaze of bronze (at least). She 
says she would not be compet- 
ing in Atlanta if she thought she 
could not win a medal and in the 
800 metres freestyle, if not the 


Why the British will 
win everything again 

Keith Elliott remembers the good old 
days at the Cotswoid Olympicks when 
drawing blood decided some events 


O nce again Brits took all 
the medals at the Olym- 
pics. Americans. Ger- 
mans. Russians and Australians 
came nowhere. When it came 
to true Olympic sports such as 
hack-swording. skin-kicking, 
and spuming (he barre. John- 
ny Foreigner did not get a look 
iii. 

Things may be a little differ- 
ent in Atlanta over the coining 
fortnight. Bui sports his- 
torians will point to the fact that 
the Modem Games is an upstart 
event running for a mere 100 
yean. - and only eveiy four years 
at that - whereas the Cotswoid 
Olympicks dates back to 1612. 

Held annually on the first 
weekend after Whitsun on 
Dover’s Hill near Chipping 
Campden. a picture-postcard 
village at the north end of the 
Cntswolds. this is not some lo- 
cal fete cashing in on Olympic 
fervour. Though the feats per- 
formed these days would scar- 
cely be classed as Olympian, this 
unique event has just as much 
right (and maybe more) to use 
the name and" the flag. 

After ail. it was set up with 
official permission from King 
James 1 and has continued 
through the reigns of 14 ruon- 
arehs. once attracting crowds of 
up to 31). (UK). Some sports, such 
as coursing, cock-fighting, quar- 
ter-staff fencing, vaulting and 
the ladies smock race, no longer 
take place, but the spirit of 
Robert Dover lives on. 

A barrister, he set up the 
Games “for training of the 
youth in manl\ sports and for 
the harmless minhe and j« iliilie 
of the neighbourhood”. He 
must have been quite a guy. for 
contemporary documents dc- 
* tribe him various!) as jovLil. 
generous, mirth-making, inge- 
nious. heroic and noble teal 
your heart out. Juan Antonin 
Samaranch). 

. -t irui;- !. »:< -V. »: svi . published 
m 1 rOf». ha - r- ■ems > <: praise i< • 
Dover from -.u«.h worthies as 
Ben Jons. >n end Michael Dra>- 
tin. while Shakespearean ref- 
erence.- in T>:i \h ri Mov.-o."' 
H tr i How does your fal- 
low greyhound, sir." I heard he 
wvis out-run .tl Cole:!! " > and the 
wrest hr, g -cer.e in.L S.'*:r Lik, 
it almost certainly refer to 
Dover's Games. 

Like the Modern Olympics, 
the C •Iswold v ersion lus had a 
lew breaks in transmission. It 
shipped tor a u h;le w hen Pi »v er 
died in l»»52. restarting some 
time around SIM. Not even ■ me 


approved. One minister railed 
against “the evil and perni- 
cious coasequences of Whitsun 
.Ales (namely acts of foolery and 
buffoonery, and relics of pa- 
ganism such as Morris dances 
and dancing round the may- 
pole)"- 

The sport changed, too. 
Sack-racing, quoit-throwing, 
bowling and jingling became 
popular. The latter was per- 
formed in a large roped circle, 
and a jingler, wearing small 
bells, had to avoid capture by- 
nine or 10 blindfolded contes- 
tants. The captor (or the jingler 
if he stayed free) won half a 
guinea. Sounds better than 
dressage or figure-skating. 


it’s difficult to 
get people to 
take part in 
shin-kicking... 
Other old events 
like back-swording 
are exhibitions’ 


Others continued right 
through, and arc still pan of the 
Games today. One was back- 
swording. where two fighters 
had their left anus bound to 
their (highs and fought with cud- 
gels or wooden swords, the 
winner being the first to draw- 
blood from his opponent's 
head. 

In shin-kicking, descended 
from wrestling bouts which 
were olicn five or ninc-a-side. 
the idea is to kick at an oppo- 
nent’:- shins to knock him off 
balance. It was often ■■played" 
with steel-capped boots and 
tompeiiiors toughened their 
legs by hitting them with planks 
or even hammers. T»dav\ effete 
-hm-kickers protect their legs 
with straw and luck the malice 
that must have made the «port 
such a popular spectacle 300 

years ago. 

What killed the C'olswold 
Obmpieks for a century was mil 
a decline in sporting interest, but 
rowdy Midl.mders. Navvies 
building the new Worcester to 
Ckli'iJ railway took much of the 
blame as card sharks, pickpvk- 
cts and thieves infiltrated the 
ColsunlJ event. One year al- 
most even Mail and lent was lev- 


Plenty of possibles 
but no probables 


! The Iasi 12 months have been 

such a roDer-o raster for Britain V 
[ team that the manager. .Veil 
! Adams might just as vv ell inv , ike 
I an astrologer as make mean- 
I ingfiii predictions dx «ii medals 
I m Atlanta. In October last year, 
j the team boml’ed at the World 
. Championships, with just one 
bronze from tire wterui Sharon 
Rendle. ihe fonner feather- 
weight world champion. 

Then, in May at the Euro- 
pean Championships in Hague, 
there w.is n glut of medals, two 
gold, two "stiver and three 
bronze. So what about the 
Olympics.' 

"I am confident that u-e will 
produce medals - as we always 
do in judo - but I can also say 
honestly that they could come 
from any member of the 
team." Adams .said. 

The problem is the abun- 
dance of possibles and the 
shortage of probables. In 
Barcelona, there were three. 
: four even five sure-fire proba- 
bles in lire women's team from 
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a team of seven: Karen Briggs, 
Sharon Rendle. Nicola Fair- 
brother, Diane Bel! and Kate 
Hiittvy. .Any one of them could 
huwwon that previous Olympic 
gold that has - never come n 
Britain. In the event, they pro- 
duced four medals though not 
line gold. F.iirbrother coming 
closest with a silver. 

It issicnilkant. in many ways, 
that four of those fighters - 
Karen Briggs has retired - will 
he in Atlanta and are all still in 
contention. Yet none, it must be 
said, are as strong and com- 
manding os (hey once were. 

The wild card in the women’s 
leant is the 19-year -old new- 
comer. Michelle Rogers, from 
Manchester, wlvv buna upon the 
heavyweight scene in May by- 
winning a bronze at the Euro- 
pean Championships. 

The gre.itosf surprise this 


year has been the medal per- 
formance of the men. Ban- 
tamweight Nigel Donohue, 
featherweight Julian Davies and 
lightweight Danny Kingston all 
won medals at tough interna- 
tional tournaments and con- 
firmed their status In- reaching 
the finals at the Europeans. 

But the sheer unpre- 
dictability of Britain's perfor- 
mance can be best illustrated by 
the light heavyweight silver 
medal won by Ray Stevens at 
Barcelona. He came off the os- 
teopath's bench to storm 
through when everyone 
thought he was there just io fill 
in the numbers: He is in Atlanta 
but he is 32. There is noway he 
can do it again. 

Can he? 

GREAT BRITAIN; non: R Birch imid 
la*!*!?*!, i Dames ihair-isjiiwagvj. n 
D onohue leitra iig|iw t T-0. D Kingston 
■tpanorj. Q RanM (haff-rwotfewwjTli , 
R Stevens Women: D 

Bed iTuLt-mmacaeiirni. N FnlrtmUier 
UftiiwenTw. J Heron te«ra K.-’mwwsjt!'. K 
Homy ituiir fieivrtstqjht]. 8 Arndte (fort 
M Racers ttanvM-q’Mi. R 
5-o tm men inuddlcnAfM) 

Philip Nrcksan 


40Chn and the 400m individual 
medley, she has a chance. 

In all probability, the time 
that will win gold will not be 
faster lhan the Smin 24.77scc 
she clocked in the Edinburgh 
Commonwealth Games 10 
years ago, her problem is 
whether the 6ft frame she now 
possesses can emulate the 
speeds of the person she de- 
scribes as the “five-foot noth- 
ing nutter” that was her former 
self. 

Then she would happily 
plough through 70 miles a week 
in her local 25-metre Southend 
pool. Wiser and more careful in 
her preparation now. the Sand- 


hurst housewife has cut down 
the distance work. 

“When you're older you ap- 
preciate how hard you have to 
work to get what you want," 
she said. “Looking back I sup- 
pose I must have worked hard 
then, too, but it seemed so 
easy. I was very flippant about 

everything. 

“I train with the emphasis on 
quality now. Physically l can't do 
the number of miles I used to 
do because my body won’t take 
it any more. It's 1U years on and 
it's like trading a car. I wish 1 
could get a new motor. I need 
a 10,000 mile service." 

When she first returned, her 


mind needed reluming as well. 
Years of being at someone's 
beck and call as a secretary had 
eroded her chirpy self-confi- 
dence and for a spell it appeared 
that her comeback would be in 
the same category as those age- 
ing has-beens who become a 
parody of themselves. 

She heard the whispers and 
went to a hypnotherapist to si- 
lence them. A good job appears 
to bave been done, too, because 
Hardcastle now has an irre- 
pressible energy that would 
cause envy in a teenager. Some 
people giggle a lot as a self de- 
fence mechanism, she barely 
completes a sentence without 
breaking into one, but hers 
has the a genuine ring of en- 
joyment. 

“I may not be a better swim- 


mer now than I was," shesaid, 
“but I don't feel worse either. 
Tn Atlanta people will be look- 
ing at the Americans. I'll be a 
complete outsider. Which is 
fine. No pressure. There’s noth- 
ing to lose this time.'’ 

Surely she lost that with her 
self-induced absence during 
what would bave been ber peak. 
“HI never regret retiring, she an- 
swered firmly. “I wouldn’t have 
met my husband for a start and 
I think Td be less happy. If I was 
bom again I wouldn't change 
very much for sure.” 

And the streak of non-con- 
formity continues. At Los An- 
geles it was the haircut, at 
Atlanta it will be a tattoo of a 
fish on her right shoulder. “It 
marked a pan of my life," she 
said. “It was kind of a statement 
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ellcd and robbed. The site be- 
came, it was said, “a meeting 
place of the lowest characters, 
merely for debauchery... the 
whole district has become de- 
moralised”. 

It was revived, without the 
debaucheiy. in 1951 as a one- 
off for the Festival of Britain, 
and in 1965 the Games itself 
was brought back. Events such 
as climbing a pole for a teg of 
mutton, dipping for oranges 
and dancing marathons no 
longer entertain the crowds, but 
the Village committee which or- 
ganises the event has tried to 
retain the essence of Dover s vi- 
sion. 

The Games, which takes 
place on a natural amphitheatre 
in the 500-acre Dover's Field 
(now owned by the National 
Trust) has a Champion of the 
Hill event which includes a 
standing long jump, hammer- 
throwing, spuming the barre 
(like tossing a caber) and put- 
ting the shot. There is also a 
team event, which is some- 
where between It’s A Knockout 
and Ttswas. Andrew Green- 
wood, the co-chairman, de- 
fends this from accusations that 
it is frivolous. “We are doing 
what Dover was doing: enter- 
taining the crowds, but in a 
modem way." 

Greenwood, a local estate 
agent, added: "It's always dif- 
ficult to gel people to lake part 
in shin-kicking, and some of 
the other old events such as 
hack-swording are done as ex- 
hibition events because we 
don't actually want to draw 
blood." 

Many other original elements 
are still" there: the recreation of 
Dover's Castle, sack-racing, 
jugglers, Morris dancers, pup- 
pet shows, clowns and still 
walkers. When it all finishes, 
there is even a torchlight pro- 
cession carrying the "Cflympick 
flame” into Chipping Campden 
to Mart Scuttlcbrook Wake, a 
day-long fair. 

Francis Bums, a university 
lecturer who is Chipping C.nn- 
pden's town crier, wrote a dis- 
sertation about the Cotswoid 
Olympicks. Bums, who later 
produced a booklet on their his- 
tory, said: “In the long catalogue 
of British sports and pastimes, 
there is nothing like these 
Games for their setting, their 
continuity, their forms of enter- 
tainment." and for the literary re- 
sponses to them." .And. of 
course, for the fact that the 
British always win. 




Spring time: Divers go through their flight manoeuvres in Olympic practice at the Georgia Aquatic Centre 
yesterday. The diving competition begins a week tomorrow. Photograph: David Ashdown 


Hardcastle: Older and wiser 

because things were changing 
dramatically. I was just ex- 
pressing myself.” 

Just as she expects to express 
herself in Atlanta. “If s taken me 
three years to get back to what 
Td describe as a good standard. 
All I’m looking for now is 
speed HI get there." If she does, 
she will remember the medal 
ceremony this time. 

Russian 
caught in 
drug test 

The Russian weightlifter Yuri 
Myshkovets, the European 
champion in the under-83 kilo- 
gram class, has failed a drugs 
test and has been barred from 
going to Atlanta. 

The Russian coach, Armen 
Nalbandyan, said that 
Myshkovets bad been sent 
home from a training camp in 
Podolsk, just outside Moscow, 
after testing positive for a 
banned substance in tests or- 
dered by the weightlifting fed- 
eration after a series of recent 
doping scandals. 

“After being burned several 
times before, we do not trust 
anyone, even ourselves," Nal- 
bandyan said. “We are very 
tough now and decided to test 
everyone." 

The positive test came as a 
surprise for the national feder- 
ation, he said, but Myshkovets 
bad been sent home to his na- 
tive St Petersburg. Further ac- 
tion against him will be decided 
later. Nalbandyan did not iden- 
tify the substance for which he 
bad tested positive. 

The news is the latest in a se- 
ries of drags scandals which 
have already affected the cen- 
tennial Games, which begin on 
Saturday. 

The Australian sprinter Dean 
Capobianco has been suspend- 
ed by his national governing 
body after a positive drags test, • 
while the Italian high jumper 
Antonella Bevilacqua tested 
positive for the banned stimu- 
lant epbedrine twice in May, but 
taasyet to be banned by her na- 
tional federation. 

This has sparked a serious 
row with the International Am- 
ateur Athletic Federation, who 
could even suspend the Italian 
federation if it fails to act 

Organisers of the Olympic 
three-day event have admitted 
that, they are prepared to stop 
the event if Atlanta’s renowned 
heat and humidity become too 
severe. 

Hugh Thomas, the English- 
man charged with overseeing 
the horse trials as the technical 
delegate of the International 
Equestrian Federation, said 
that while abandonment 
is unlikely, it does remain a 
possibility. “If it comes to it wc 
will." he admitted. “We're not 
going to go blithely on if condi- 
tions get to a stage where wc 
can't tx: confident of what were 
doing." 

The Galway boxer Francis 
Barrett has been chosen to car- 
ry the Irish flag at tomorrow's 
opening ceremony. The 19- 
year-old light-welterweight, 
competing in only his third se- 
nior international tournament., 
was selected by Ireland's 
Olympic Committee. 


/ ATLANTA Q&p 
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Scherbo’s willpower 
faces supreme test 


Battle of a lone Briton 


Weightlifting has one of the 
worst drag abuse records of any 
Olympic sport, and the British 
(cam did nothing to change this 
at Barcelona in 1992. 

Two British competitors - 
Andy SaMon and Andrew 
Davies - had to he withdrawn he- 
forc the event began after drug 
tests found traces ol'cienbuicmf, 
classified as a steroid agent. 

Britain did not win a single 
medal at Barcelona; the best per- 
formance came from Peter May, 
who finished a creditable seventh 
in the 9U-kilogram category. 
Weightlifting in Britain has been 
in decline since. Only one Brilcm, 
Anthony Arthur (83kg) has qual- 
ified for .Atlanta, and he was a 
wild curd selection, whereas eight 
British lifters went to Barcelona. 

Although the common per- 
cept ion of weigh t lifters may be 
of muscle-bound jocks with 
more brawn than brains, Arthur, 
23. from Manchester, is in the 
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middle of taking a chemistry 
PhD. His recent record has 
shown promise: he was eighth in 
the European Games in March. 
_ But Arthur is realistic about 
his chances. “1 don’t really he- 
Hevc 1 can win a medal. I hope 
to he placed in (he lop 20." he 
said. “An f;u as drag abuse is 
concerned, that’s all in the past 
now. British weightlifting has 
moved into a drug-free era.” 

It is 1U0 years since Britain 
won its last and only gold medal 
in the sport, in the one-armed 
competition in Athens in 1896. 
Arthur expects his main com- 
petition to come fmm the Rus- 
sians, Greeks, Turks, Bulgarians 
and Chinese who. he says, are 
all “very strong." 

GREAT SRTCAIffc A Afflux (76nfi/. 


If the men's Olympic individ- 
ual competition were decided 
on the basts of motivation and 
willpower, Vitaly Scherbo 
would be certain to retain his 
title in Atlanta. 

The 25 -year -old from Be- 
larus. who came away from 
Barcelona with six' gold 
medals for the Unified Tbam 
in 1 991 is seeking mare of the 
same as he adapts to his 
adopted country, where he 
lives with his wife and child. 
He wants to dedicate victory 
lo his wife, Irina, who recov- 
ered from a near-fatal car 
crash before Christmas. 

Scherbo abandoned the 
sport and spent nearly two 
months at her hospital bedside 
before she recovered suffi- 
ciently to tell him to get back 
to his training. 

Suitably encouraged, he set 
about recovering his form and 
his fighting weight. Even if he 
has been able to do so. how- 
ever,- he will still Face- im- 
ptacabic opposition in the form 
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of Li Xiaoshuang. the Chinese 
competitor who beat him in last 
year's World Championships. 
While Scherbo is heated and 
outspoken, U Xiaoshuang is 
cool and measured. The mix- 
ture should be interesting. 

If either falters. Scherbo's 
Belarus team-mate, the 21- 
year-old Ivan Ivankov will prof- 
it eagerly. 

The favouriLc for the 
women's title is the small but 
determined figure of Lilia Pud- 
kopaweva, Ukraine’s world and 
European champion, who has 
her own compelling reasons to 
seek success. 

An Olympic title would pro- 
vide her with enough money to 
move her mother, siblings and 
grandparents out of the 
cramped Donetsk apartment 
they all share to somewhere 
more salubrious. Her biggest ri- 


val may be the charismatic 
and talented 14-year-old from 
China, Mo Hulian. 

The host nation, energised by 
memories of their 1984 cham- 
pion of the boycotted Los An- 
geles Games, Mary-Lou 
Rctton, wfl] be screeching for 
further glory. However, their 
main, much-hyped hope, the 
14-ycar-old Dominique Mo- 
ccanu. appears to be suffering 
unefer the pressure. Moceanu. 
of Romanian parentage and 
to^dby Romanian who 
OMchcd Nadia Comaneci to the 
197b title, Bela Karolyi, is re- 
portedly canying a stress frac- 
ture and may not compete. 

Other contendere will in- 
clude America’s 1992 silver 
medallist Shannon Miller, 

an Khorkina Russia, 
and the queenly 23-year-old 
frnmBelants, Svetlana Boug- 

ss&ausut 
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More betting shops may be scratched 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

If anyone outside Cameloi 
headquarters still believes that 
the National Lottery is just a 
bn of fun which hurts no one, 
the latest figures charting the 
large and growing hole which 
it has left in racing's finances 
must surely persuade them 
Otherwise. An industry which 
employs almost 150,000 people 
and gives untold pleasure to 
many more now faces a threat 
which, unless further assis- 
tance is forthcoming from the 
Government, could reduce it to 
a feeble sideshow in just a few 
years. 

The Levy Board, which col- 
lects deductions from piuners 
via bookmakers in order to 
fund much of racing’s expendi- 
ture, disclosed on Tuesday that 


the yield from betting turnover 
in 1995-96 was £7m below the 
figure of £55m predicted in 
October 1994, a month before 
the launch of the Lottery. 

A further shortfall of £5m is 
expected in the current year, 
while the number of betting 
shops has now fallen below 
9,000, from 9,500 at the start of 
the financial year. Fewer shops 
means lower rumover and the 
circle will become more vicious 
with each revolution. 

This should not, of course, 
come as any surprise as book- 
makers have seen their business 
decline sharply since the arrival 
of the Lottery and, in particu- 
lar, scratchcards. What hurts ihe 
bookies one year will be painful 
for racing the next, and the 
hatchet which has already been 
taken to prize-money and oth- 
er expenditure this year may 
need to be re-sharpened for a 


second swipe at the budgets for 
1997. 

"The number of betting 
shops which havetlosed is very 
alamung,” Rodney Brack, chief 
executive of the Levy Board, 
said yesterday. “We must pre- 
vent the increase of illegal bet- 
ting, because It can start if 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP-.Dirab 
(ftedcar 8.45) 

NB: Gwespyr 

(Bath 3-00) 

smaD shops in towns and villages 
close and there is no other 
bookmaker. Clearly, it is these 
small independent shops which 
are the most vulnerable, and the 
racing and betting industries will 
be putting submissions to ihe 
Chancellor that this is a matter 
of great need." 


A similar campaign to bend 
Kenneth Clarke's ear 12 
months ago resulted is a one 
per cent cut in betting duty in 
bsi November's Budget, which 
was passed on to punters in an 
attempt to stimulate turnover. 
While this provided some relief, 
it has only slowed, rather than 
arrested, the decline. 

Many of the smaller shops 
which are being squeezed most 
tightly are members of the 
British Betting Offices Associ- 
ation, whose chairman, NVkrwick 

Bartlett, believes even the lat- 
est figures for the number of 
betting-shop closures under- 
state the problem. 

“We estimate that the correct 
number of shops is now around 
8,600,” Bartlett said yesterday, 
“and the official figure is high- 
er because the Government is 
acutely embarrassed at the 
rapid decline and how quickly 


the Lottery has cut into our 
market.” 

The recent arrival of fruit ma- 
chines has had a small positive 
effect - “people [BBOA mem- 
bers] are saying that after ex- 

S rises they’re getting about 
0 a week that they weren't 
getting before” - but the refusal 
by the Department of Heritage 
to allow bookies to bet on the 
Lottery numbers was a partic- 
ular blow. 

“People want to have a side 
bet on their numbers,” Bartlett 
said, “and it's not going to re- 
duce the Lottery’s turnover. 
But even if it does, you've got 
to remember that it’s already 
making fives times as much as 
they originally expected. How 
greedy can you get? 

“It would be cost effective for 
the Government to make an in- 
vestment in the industry now. 
One per cent off betting duty 


would cost them £60m, and they 
make so much more from the 
racing industry. It employs 
140,000 people, and if it dedines 
and puts a lot of them on the 
dole, it will cost them a lot more 
than £60m.” 

The obvious fear, though, is 
(hat in the last Budget before 
a general election, the Chan- 
cellor will find other ways to 
spend wtaal money, if any, be 
has to spare. Whatever happens 
in November, meanwhile, Bart- 
lett feels that racing's adminis- 
trators will need to take a close 
look at their accounts. 

“It's no good people coming 
to us for more and more mon- 
ey when they’re not running 
their own show properly. Rac- 
ing must try to reduce its over- 
heads, and we don't know 
whether they’re efficient or not 
because they don't produce a 
balance sheet." 


Eddery steps up for 
* Shaamit at Ascot 


Swinburn comeback 
goes to committee 


Dazzle has option 
of taking on elders 


Pat Eddery will take over from 
Michael a Hills on board the 
Derby winner, Shaamit, in the 
King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot a 
week on Saturday. Hills, who 
rode the colt at Epsom, has opt- 
ed to partner Pentire, the big- 
race favourite. 

Eddery was due to ride 
Shaamir in San down’s Eclipse 
Stakes until connections de- 
cided uol to contest the Group 
One prize. But he gets a second 
chance to Jink up with the coll 
following the defeat of Lady 
Carla in Sunday’s Irish Oaks. 

“Pat will ride Shaamit at As- 
cot,” Maureen Haggas, the wife 
of the colt’s trainer, William, 
said yesterday. “When it was de- 
cided not to run in the Eclipse 
he agreed to ride him provid- 
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High Seaton, Cumbria; Mr Lnrpak (9.00) sent 202 miles by 
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7 oeawn sNWwanmeMiJ&awSloa swtt* 

8 D516W> KHAZWa (USA) (13) R fttfhertwi 8 10 7 (.Honor 

9 1UFW0 Tier 4U.R3R80T Iff® A Canal 9^>5 — MfesCDywi 

10 003006- CCRUR BftHWT ffR) {S3 R Bataf 6 10 3 BPttM 

11 660043- GOBI (S2)J Harman 6 101- 1 Prior (T) 

12 us>3Wi susHuysreoAtcoj (*sP Grans*'! ioo — y showy 

J3 05 MlUW»MWM(aS»Pato910 0 Blttank 

14 WSPOO VB 0 TJBO M0W1 (82) V Sieerwar 6 10 0 WMcMand 

-Mtatted* 

Kftvntm *e#£ 10% rwe fianefcap wtfiC tAtorimapr ftf 1I& 
MCdffStsrSfo 

BETTHQ: 7-a Jrt0ff*tt>< 44. Notts Cram, 6-lSowmtt Mrta, 8-lTtta 
CUi, Bart, lO-lTbey 4i Forgot Ha, Mufo, 12-1 ottaa 

TOM M00OT CAPTAIN'S NQWCEWWHJE 
)Q*aU| (CLASS E) £3000 added 2m 

1 02321-4 saraaLSHBlEY (40JW PHadBS'5115 MBttanfc 

2 1 SHMWM (21) (B M FJpe4ll2 DBM*w*k 

3 5- CBftNCEVraiA(48)HHajnes510I2 KOmb 

1 w 

__ P Mdnqfn 

5 130 rawn^B80n«B38»lLft«61012 

6 KEWH (USA) R 5 10 13 SS J®“® 

7 0- BACJOflBY 1248) B UwW 4 10 9 -AP»W5W 

8 p. HAND0FSJHW(64) PUurpfiy4109 * J . c *^ e y P) 

9 so»a<yaGiJt»j4ioa — r 

to 5-3 BttUHEB81WRf*m4M9 

U ROCMN&NBattml i0 7 

Apyiwa 7 A saMaaaj 2-1 Kettriri. U-2 Ztae laa, 

^5-lBactow, 12-1 rti ttfi Brother, 16-1 Cto*y Prfl^ 20 dlbm 

TTfin ] TOM SHERVINSTON HANDJC/^ 

(7001 hurdle (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 4f 

2 RJ6222- HOSmr WITNESS (S2J P Ha^rfi U 

4 6F4P4-5 55 Bf BMW (W)B3)R Bbdto : U. 11 3. — 

5 43/OOfrO BEM* ME UP SCOTTY (2^W Nttjii? 10 12 ~®*£*2* 

6 4S0QW- QZZgJONg^NBac^S 

7 (EttW CAPIW MY CAPftW (570J W R Bitfiatt n 8 10 

8 0P1I64 m5tB=0RD UDY (191 ^ 

9. 51184-5 COAST ALegiS pSJPftsen i 

s %% 


ed Lad>' Carla did not go to As- 
cot. 

“Shaamit is in really good 
form. He is still an immature 
horse who doesn’t want abus- 
ing. Having run in the Derby 
first time out, horses can some- 
times disappoint if they run 
again too quickly. He will be a 
better horse next year and, if wc 
keep him, we don't want to use 
all the petrol now.” 

■ Kieren Fallon's agent yes- 
terday pledged that the jockey 
will turn up for a rescheduled 
inquiry before the Jockey Club 
disciplinary committee today. 
The Irishman's case - for rid- 
ing without being declared fit by 
a medical officer - was due to 
be heard last week but was held 
over when the jockey failed to 
arrive at Fortman Square. 


Walter Swinburn will meet the 
Jockey Club's Licensing, Com- 
mittee next Wednesday ‘to dis- 
cuss the re-issuing of bis 
jockey's licence and the impli- 
cations of his return to race-rid- 
ing” according to a statement 
from the Club yesterday. He has 
been out of action since suf- 
fering broken ribs, a broken 
shoulder and bruised lungs in a 
fail at Sha Tin racecourse, Hong 
Kong, in February. 

The jockey, who has part- 
nered three Derby winners, 
started riding out in Newmar- 
ket at the end of last month and 
applied for the return of his li- 
cence. 

“He has seen various spe- 
cialists and the specialist the 
Jockey Club asked him to see," 
SwinounTs agent, Graham 


■7 ori WHWE 10IH ANNIVERSARY NOVICE 
1/"9VI HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5000 
added 2 m 

1 02342-4 FORGEmjLUS) D ButM 7 11 ID DJBmcM 

2 502640 EXEUISIOM (J9) J Hofionn 7116 RHMty 

3 fP33M MMX!WHCHIPnE8SB)BftEecB8ll5 Say (to 

4 (K5K4 DURE OF DSBUIS U9) RBatef6 1013 BFomAB 

5 P26P-P2 YffllE MWEJT (19) R PhAps 6 10 13 Mr J Cutty (3) 

6 36130-0 GEORGE LAME (£9 T JaxHi 8 10 10 RIM 

1 6FFP45- MN0e>R)(nEISUlE|SqDMcCan3OlD4 



B 620630 URVtEHl{USA)(19>WMiE8in6102 XGtop) 

9 OOOU&O fln , OFADBE4M(40(MfiS9Mi6102— JUnntOnait 
-9MM4- 

BEIUNG: 3-1 IbiyilM, 7-2 Wife* MnkaB. 64, Dnte Of DmSM, 7-1 Ex- 
iMda IflOy Ito a- 1 4h^n Chato. to»* (to 12-1 ton 

IqTSKI MAN WORCESTER TRUCK SBW- |cifVJ ' 
)CWVJ NOVICE HOLE (CLASS E) ' ) 
£ 3*000 added 2m 4f 

1 4028-1 SEARCHUGKTtlM(CIQTTttBm6U.5 — DbU«MttrB 

2 00002-1 SKMA\Mia&S(29)(CqtaiflEr7U5 SWto 

3 3644-12 BRnffluraCnpi) JJenhrs4112 lltttoV 

4 OUOfW IRBAIMBE (13J J DufiKee B 10 12 — GlfctM 

5 POUSHCWBaM35»WRHHn510J2— MriCtoyP) 

6 3004 rasnnO(lSlMsBCCam5U)12 linn 

T 65223 IWSSM(2invav51012 APileOiy 

B CP SQ8EBWBir(239FIAiFly51012 PCtony 

9 R 1ffiiaTKP^TOtteSG^61fil2J»lfcl«ito 

10 0-2 CUBMI MBHTS (USA) (26) B Lte*ttn 4 10 9 OnttM 

11 OUR mrcrj Lt*e *1D9 OPum* 

12 0 MOOES GWl 129) M BabtagE 6 10 7 BFanton 

13 4- GDOMGffi' VIBMA (29ty M SWppOti 6 10 7 

- - MrMManKl 

-ladsdwtd- 

BEnMG: 3-1 Wfcatess, 4-1 Rolsb Conid, 9-2 Bktbday Boy, 7-1 
Pnto, M SwfcUtftt, M-l Pton, Staga Mtfo, 1 M ton 


WORCESTERSMRE COUNTY leirv 
CRICKET CLUB H*CAP CHASE L”li 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 7f 

DEBUEBmr09PB(nsnai2O HJotosonB 

HWS0DD (301) J MAns U 11 9 SOwbY 

MlVMBOnEmOWmtol0117 WMtoM 

IBfflnWfl9)BtW«9114 MrJCtoyCT 

WSTf BMXE R Ms S Wrann 9 U. 2 J9r R Hnmlaa (71 

HOIffMG BUSH (15) M Hpe 6 It Q DB«to»B 

omSWCX 08) i BataA 9 10 10 LOTta* 

FOHESDCWUNGWGaattr«9l010 BtoenV 

EVBGNQ RAM (52) RHod09S 10 108 RDtoWV 

BMW SIM (USA) (23) P3*y to# 11 ID 8 — IGnm 

TANGO'S 0BISKrp8)fiBaterS 10 3 DlMhy 

ARffUJWJIflB PSD LfiGBart 30101 R^pla 

COOL GHMWHHipMaRBuiHera 100 BltoB 

PMACE ynSD(S2)(OUss A BrtWBK 14 IDO 


1 4368*2 

2 631B02- 

3 P6043-5 

4 5BUP-P6 

5 233054 

6 PBMPP 

7 453-233 
S 4223-20 
9 422462- 
1D 6564-40 

11 UBpSl-4 

12 06FSR5 

13 52U4PP- 

14 «*SBP- 


15 /U04 R^AKXESS p8) J la^l 14 10 0 KGtoW 

IQ 342463- 1UBW5 QKEN (49) J King 13 ID Q ICttto 

J7 OCPOIOS PHAB6AS0 [Iffl 0 BUChel T 10 0 DJBKtel 

-174MM- 

MMnuniHe&i ClOtt 7«fW*i^»*^Ra^tt5e8S4Tcipirt«3refln9a 
m marragD 9a 3fc 

BEmWS: uav» ant BBft6-lBn»tyBrt)gtv 7-1 Jtn Viton. Uafr 
8-1 10-1 bnitaglltt, 12-1 14-1 otto 

lo T r nl DURHAM COUNTY CRICKET CLUB NA- 
^1 TTONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1^550 added 2m 

1 1-11 flEBU. GEH (19) CRBmel 5 11 13 Bftto 

2 1 UUMATC SMOOIHE M U Pipe 4 118 DBdtttor 

3 HC 6 LE ACT N Pcrrfiw 5 114 MrJCrtotjp) 

i PHDOnOD HR01£ R Pnce 6 11 4 A P McCoy 

5 COMMANDO DANCED GatoRW 4 111 — , 

- - - - nni AilMlW 

6 UtUSVNtM5M toeiey4il 1 TMwn 

7 M»KSyCHffiMMsPGanpr4111 Ditty 

S 3 SMMraBWK(3SDIfeKGen8B4Ul^ttdM0*l 

9 0 FOWL SCORE (13) PaWyfjr^l 610^3 SMeflM 

ID 60 0f0SRMtNtnES(8)lltaVimsiiB61013 

_ MrHIMna 

U (V WBSS SARAH («13)J OShffl 6 1013 — 

^jadnABnaoMfS) 

12 sUWHBWCriEGBCOfctwftnot < Iff Ifl AFtosr 

13 IWD HBWKJCWbtae 4 10 10. G Upton 

-flau- 

BEnWK 94 UBute Santo. iw Bag* an 4i Smad tawk, 
G1 M to 32 Soaatmwy LtgeoA 14 PtoMood fugga, 25 ton 


R A c I N G RESULTS 


SAND0WN 

240: L SBEBE (M HBISl 4-7 1a« 2. M- 
HM 6-1:3. BoW Tto3 ^ S. 7d' 

6 B*Stv. K^pdere*. Ito S^- 60 - ^ ru 

CS iS?«£ OF 
tac z RtadsUM 5-1; 3- 
u ML z a (P Coie. 
anoi £ 1 . 10 , £i^o. £ 3 ^ 0 ^ ^ £astt 
£7 4Z Too: £22.40. ^ - 

pasTCH crcarAPY ff Q 1 ”™ 1 



2:2.AulBiniiCiwerl2-l;3-AsttyHR10- 

i 10 ran. 3-1 Bww (aw. NK 

±ih /HAW#x^Ej2SonT).'ftite:£3^0; £3JX), 
MS«aDF^S-70. CSF: £4(U&.Tn. 

Sts&Zi. Tta £63£Q. 

t. SIU/M FRWC8SS (MarDQ 

rtM*} 5-1; 2L Orcbart GoW 4-1; 3. AMcm- 

Sril4-1. lii» w tw ournnar ScffTtoia 
15 th) lift, VH. IC Allen. NewWttafl. Tote: 
fA 30" £JL30. CLIO. £3^a OF: £1220. 

Tnc»E £251^4. Tta£434». 
41ft 3. EVA UJNA B Mcdtrefl W Or, 

in ID. {H CW4 ftewTEBt^. fate £L7ft 

K£140.DF:£1J0.CSR£2J& 

4 . 40 : 1, MAOC MAfi, (Malm D^n) 14- 
v 2 . 60 M SmU 1S-2J 3- MMfco Mao 
11-2 . 12 to 5-1 twlttTA Bombs. 3, V*. 
11 FusfacB. NewowJas). Tote: £UJXk 
«on £2.70, £2.00. Df: £89.70. CSR 
UOS.96. Treat £612.06. Twr £13120. 
pSat a swsarts' mquay. ttek«<iMlttrad' 
■aetoC £S43&90 - p« wn. ftn( at. 
« ssas* carnet; totontoutokrato. 
ptacepoK CT8.cn. (totott 52460. 

£53^2. Mace 5: £3123. 

REDCAR 

245 : 2. AUMttMtNa (K Fttm 5-L- 2. 
Pant-tog Pwfloy 7-1: 3. r« eg rMto »9- 
1 . U na. 2-ltv Hantth [4»|.3Vk 14^ 

-L'ss G Kefliway. sWEaxa*}. jote £finft 
£2.60. £2^0- PR CSF. 

£33-73. Tncast £28455. Tux £A33J». 


2JSft 1. NO MOWCEY NUTS (JCaTOfl 7- 

Z 2 . DMM And Sehemes 7-0; 3. Bag And 
A 8tt 0-L 15 ran. 5-2 few The WWl (400 . 5 
2 VS. il Beny. CoAsthan). Tots: £3.40; 
£2,70, £ZSO. ££4(1 OF; £39-30. Compu tor 
Forecast £33.07. Tno: £29 60. 
SJKfcLIiBDOUEASrOFbmjnelWtor,- 
2. Stop Monty 13--4; 3. Merray 5-2. 6 ran. 

sfi. nk. n D Sanon. TteW. Wr _a8tt 
£L9Q. £160. DF: £4.0Q CrenteAW SOZ&z 

FaM55C£a96. 

3^0: 3 . SA1SKA IL Newtoni 2-1 tav: 2. 
notbaddmca^SO-l- 3. K&tft Cwy 7-2. 
Ml to 1%. 1 W SBeeSsr, UBEbsw). Teto: 
£530;£1.7O,£7JO,il5a DuS Ftocast 
£11030. CSF: £70.43. Trcasc 130523. Tnc 
£15520. «asr a aewasS’iKiusy. {flaanff 
iralBcC 

-UftL HASHAJMiHHats) BBS W 2- 
Dortjla Up 8-1; 3. OrtteMd 11-2.11 «o- 

2Vt U GostJer, Neffnarte). Totes 
fi no ^.9n.BL7C.£i.?0.ttia{ftrecge 
£720. CSF: £1054. .saffi £3238. Tea 
S12JX. 

4S5; i. BAirmaiE J Carrttf) 5-2: 2- 
WtoNeito>ttWtt3«asftBtttt»ie 
84M *-L 30 ran, 2-=. \'z. U Ben*. Coot 
erfaral. 7Mc£3Q0; £360. £310. £390. 
Ott fomoc £280. Cart»i» Swffa foe- 
CMC £7JA Tnx S22C. 
ftepoc £51.35. (KBttto £3.00. 
Pleeeft £27.70. Ptoe & 2-SO. 
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Green, said yesterday. “All the 
reports are now before the Li- 
censing Committee and it is now 
up 10 them. 

“Walter is fine and well in 
himself. He is in good form and 
is looking forward to riding at 
the earliest possible opportu- 
nity.’* 

■ Norman Williamson, out of 
action since February with a dis- 
located shoulder that required 
surgery, finished second and 
third on his comeback mounts 
at KHJamey yesterday. For a 
couple of strides in the finish- 
ing straight it seemed as if the 
Cork-born jockey might make 
a perfect return aboard the 
evens favourite, Micks Delight, . 
in the opening race, but the 

UeSwan, was not robe denied. 


Dazzle, the season's leading 
juvenile and already favourite 
for next year's 1,000 Guineas, 
could take on older horses in the 
Nunthorpe Stakes at York on 22 
August, but is more likely to de- 
fer to the King's Stand Stakes 
winner. Pivotal, who is in the 
same ownership. 

Dazzle, owned by the Chew- 
ley Park Stud and a five-length 
winner of last week’s Cherry 
Hinton Stakes at Newmarket, 
was among 22 entries published 
yesterday for York s Group 
One all-aged sprint. 

Cheveley Park’s assistant 
manager, John Marsh, said: 
“We put her in as an option but 
it is highly unlikely that she will 
run. Pivotal is by far the more 
likely candidate and it is just an 
option for Dazzle, whose main 


target remains the Cheveley 
Park Stakes." 

Four two-year-olds have been 
entered for the five-furlong 


that a§e group in 40 years. The 
other juveniles are the Norfolk 
Stakes wiener. Tipsy Creek, 
Deep Finesse, whose participa- 
tion depends on his perfor- 
mance in the Molecomb Stakes 
at Goodwood, and Connemara. 

The race has been given an 
international dimens ion by the 
entry of Wild Zone from Cana- 
da and the Norwegian-trained 
Windmachine. 

Ntiamorpe Stake* ontrfcwc Afervay, Bke 
Bhn Siren. Cto Tha Ohm, Connemara, Cool 
Jan. Danehffl Dancer, Daolo, Deep Rneose, 
Easy OpWxx EvonrngperfonTSjnca, Haw Golt 
RDsaTEap For Joy, Udanna, MBtyam, MM 
Ganes. Ptett, SmjfflJar, Sunset Reims, Tp- 
ay Crwfc , Wfld Zone. Windmachine. 


1 A - i- SSJ5M. /U 

HYPERION 

2L15 Palamon 2AS Nightingale Song (nb) 3JL5 
Asterix 3-45 Hi Rhapsody 4JL5 Ciracusa 4k45 
KKJDEE LAD (nap) 


GOING: Good u. Hrra. 3TAIXS: lnride. 

OBAW ADVANTAGE: Mooe. 

■ HjghinhBad, unduladnfi coucw, wuh s stnUghi mBc. 

■ Course b 2m SE of city off AB, Leicester smnon 2m. AD- 
MISSION: Club 512; tbuenslb S&; SHwer Bing S4. (uxomps- 
nied under. Ifis free). CAE PAHt Fte. 


BUNKEBBD ITBST TIM& SoMttm CllR). AtgateC (34RL Bel- 
tef (3.45). 

WINNKKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LOVG-OISTjVNCS BONNBB& Jtasbn Balder l'4.)6) A SuyUs 
leetott (4,15) has been 206 ntflesKHniat Pom Me ttf Man. 

ro-TcT MOWTSORRB. AUCTION MADBtf SOKES 
lf”J (CLASS F) £3,450 added 1m 2f 
J to PEUrni>M(U)6tWnK492 PeHlMamwlS 

2 2 SUPtBMOte. pB8) Mn. N Macauto* 4 9 2 _C IM0» 4 

3 00 roi»MliriMGffl(>qHCmb38U CBnttorl 

4 505M MWnMIIMEAM(73}lCuntt38JJ RMqF3 

5 6-325 PA1AH0N (USA) (8) R Oaion 3 8 11 TSfnMB 

6 00500 5S(0flK BKTIONP® Dait3*l3 Bll-S (3)10 

7 05 SHARP PH06BESSCS4) A tales 3 fill G Cater 31 

8 DO SHRIMAH(HD0P9MnELSBtaa3BU— JFEpsiUB 

9 0 ABWSre(JS)HTl»nsoniones386 P Ratoon 7 

IQ 00 BUS90MIUC(Z9)Mta«to36G PBtoonlWS 

U 6 MBVXJW BUS (9) MW L Sttlal 3 8 6— —W J (TConor 2 

12 PSPIAWA Jmes386 MMtbttS 

13 0- QUBWnWCrp 4qSPow 386 Alttffflfi 

BETTtlB: »-t Patnaua, 3-1 MoMtala Drawn, 5-1 StswnnocM, M Blw- 
aanto, 154 Shmp P^tos. 84 BaMctov lUCltt. U4 o0w> 

To AX) SUTTON SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£3jD00 added 2Y0 5f 

1 501 I CANT RBEWEB CM) 08 P Eras 9 2 — WJOTtoor7 

2 6061 atMAS Bf|H3E(23) W CDwmt81J DHantaanl 

3 SBVSIUWIB A JDnas a M .. JH Mr5 

4 00 ACCOUNIANCn£ADBiP2)BPaBng8G -TSpto* 


5 6082 JMMSId3)(9F)iLtow86 Pftottoa8B 

8 35024 MannOU£SCM6(t9|MMratbS8 FNortenS 

7 0 SV1VV5MJ0WS f7) W Urt 8 6 SWNbMttS 

8 43 IBmyiDUCHCW)MElatjr86 CToo»Je<3)fl 

9 54 MCMS D0lBl£ (29 J Moan 8 6 IFBpHld 

30 WOODLAND DOVE KWngbieB 6 P IlcCate (3) 2 

-UdedmS- 

BEnOK: 7-4 W^Sagde Soot tmmas Bieeza, 3-1 1 Cant Hawn 
bar, 8-1 JtttoUKt Sjto* IttM, 15-1 Wq* DoaUo, 25 tots 


HYPERION 

645 Ready Teddy 705 curing Dancer 7.45 
Dream Of Nurmi 3 JS Highspeed 8.45 Dtrab 
9JJS Chhiensis 

GOING: Finn. 

STAIX& ftaught ccmme - centre; remainder ~ inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: TU0< Dmn Sf u> 1m. 

■ agW mosp, iwi a one jmBc 

■ Comae * offAJOSG (signpa»edfrom AfiG). Bedcarswtot (Par- 
Qngiqti - SaUmn Bne) 300ytL ADMISSION: Qub S.1 Z; Paddock 
SB CQAPbiasO); Course S£M (OAf>! S 1 2S). CAR PASS: Prte. 


BUNERRKD FIRST TIME: IMm Wetame (vlsored) (6.45b 
Nmto Huh (7- IB); Doable Dash (B.45T. 

WINNERS W THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Bonnua (7.15) won 
uAfr on MoKbor; Dimb jB.16) won here on Tlmrsday- 
L0NG4H5TANCE RUNNERS: Need laa C7.I5) bas bean ami 263 
mite: Of fl Urweilyn fnwi Kaijaxtl, MW Gfemorx*n; Uetobeta Wel- 
eome l$ 46), CUeTa laiy (7-15) & Seem To Bt&Ko* (T4B) 
sent 357 mOes Iff J 11 Bratflty ton Sedany. CmaL 

nrasi JOtiySflfiDRSEUJW^ HANDKMP (CLASS 
GJ £3jQ0Q added 3YOSf 

1 0-24440 MBKBSmJD0MEWJMBaMr97 

A Gritty (7) 10 V 

2 00-0650 OXfi^M«att«OT->LHare97JtoMc«B(Ju5 

3 503011 PSWrnVWB(33mJBeny95 1 Carol 7 

4 sags feuviEiiDir(3>MRtoLltasa93 —Homes'* 

5 104550- L.AmJCH(2B2)CDwpr92 ] Stack 3 

8 000030 SUNSET HARBOUR (ID} SMOKMI 8 13 1 Potto G 

r ooow2 BOODTOvutmTSaseoram uawia 

B 000666 SMTCHU7) CSmihB6 D4eG4«a9V 

9 400053 «MWEAMlBUJECO)roitesJOaaB84 

-NCuntoallJ 

ID 000500 NEKAWmNft4mSMeAMwS4 }Hml 

11 004000 waCOMEUlWJUftreSa Hlappfatt 

12 0-00000 SWIYMFrV0M9WHs«i82 ORUeCahflB 

"12 doctored- 

ffiTHNS: 3-1 Praajr tain, M Onagt And Stoa, Good ft lift. Heady 
Tad#, 64 Sms* Mrim* 8-1 Mtture Wakooa. 30-lMheB 


FURMTURERCTDRS RACING SCHOOLS 
APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,500 added lm 

ACQUTOL(m ASaaaff49 11 ...BltodtoSV 

BR0UGHHNSHfflE(46)(nJLEita599.)att1MBdA28 

GRLMGDANCB9CQ)(D)PCMcr399 DQriflttlA 

MAUBAM»(M)0))BUwa»39S KFteatt9*t(7)2 

«5SZWaaWpC9!Il!»Faheyi98 RFttntDRlO 

RERnrtoneflONdsi ro ju aai%49 7jtaaMy3 

ftWMMP)P)E«mni097[5oj S Drama 12 

UFHEDeC«QyE(2nWa'ttais493 FlssttS 

nwaem71fl3aflBBRBw692 KSted(99 

BRAMRESWW(44)Ms«flt«fey79l SCcppll 

SUttEHVtlAp^^Jhe5ecr-481Q MBaM13 

CHB^S UK (13) 1 uaad«48 lOUMbnt 13)18 

KMC(UIHn(p)gff)Ui5N»az*%389 

— C1ttdM37B 

lEBU.n0'fi9|j«tomf4fi8 P Du»(5) 16 

S3EaS0VBSm(12){C) W DMS5S5J Wnuriita) 7 


1 300500 

2 3MQ1P 

3 400*01 

4 5SWM 

5 tarn 

6 000-214 

7 300031 
S 120244 
S 005353 

10 003240 

11 WE435 

12 (K0M0 

13 023325 

34 006000 
15 000004 


ro^fel BQliJIGBt QIAMRHGNE HANDICAP (AM- 
L^Z_! ATEURS) (CLASS E) £4^200 added 7T 

1 52Q2FE mmMDGEUD(qnPBm612a 

MrWMctoMMHJSV 

2 500106 m»irOFDMM(lto(CI90Saot«B41113 

MrJDaMto(4)2 

3 50W0 JtBTMMWC10)mMBpm5U9JfcBtoatoW3 

4 OOOOOl BWMK*M(l«nMnj»4U5 M'MBhaM40 

5 305120 A3JBW«0)«JUBra<**aiD? lArJOtttaAaf 7 B 

6 106060 UEQDRAM0 (£7) K MnSsi 4 10 2 -Mr B IbonriiM (4) 5 V 

7 006043 9ffiWSNAKrm(42)PCinU4gi3JI*JltalB 

-7dacMrad- 

BEnwGc 54 totom, 4-1 JW toty, M WWMdda Ud, M Alto 

b,^lSpea«totoniri«»4MareorettB,10-lDaadA.Q(0M j 

roTcI OTTBiSALLS AUCTION NURSaWNAND- ! 
ICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2VD OF , 

1 1433 atBHAKWW(10)((9B™frgS7-, TSpto* . 

2 41 taWCWUVW(32)PMJi*rattn89 Itatag? 

3 316 UASaaSlWWE(71)BMBehanB7 ITMteRZ 1 

4 341 IBSnrC»r(3I]ffiS[ta»87 IFEOmG | 

5 0626 BaiAF(6»MWEia*iteB3 IQehnSB 

6 50441 SWBm«onoOa(D)DfnnrtDM713KCreWal I 

7 6003 GRB5AIBE (62) CDtfljK 7 10 FNMcaS | 

-7tMmatl~ 

Uttnm wttc FamTnieiantlwpwwrGmai* 7W9to. 
BEnMft7-2toCrato.UM(to«i«.WftyCay.94Stow ! 
Mralte, 5-1 Mtotatett, M toattn, 10-1 (MM 

fXiCl APPLEBY CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) ! 
£3^50 added lm3f 183yds 

1 133030 HQHAK (USA) (12) (D) M Ifyan 6 9 7 AMcC>rftjr(7)2 

2 45«A0 «5O«Siai(20)(P)MTirto5497— PHetoca7V 

3 IS5005 OJ9«aUtt(HiKHaa4 93 AD%(5)X 

4 03-4233 OBAaSA (22) J Macks 491 »0to* 

5 40-5200 SCBKDN4CBI (3^ (C)(0) A>frie8813 — DHatitoB 

6 SOPHE10CXEITKHOQ384 Ntaaw*3 

7 8 S0NSR»jesstt9)FJKJan3S2 AMadayS 

B 5310 UBDWtJWfPB)MRpa3B0 T 5»to8B 

-Sdtdared- 

BEnwa amtttadMiL cam* 7-a toaL^UMab Jby, M (Mas 
RMtt, M Soaglbr Jan^ 20-1 Stoe Itoar, HM SaaMatott 

J a Ac) BURTON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 
CLITJ added 7f 

1 4-03044 NUKUD{U)nAJDnra610O B Carter 3 

2 060006 UntEM«OT (D) P&HW595 WJ«Ktoor4V 

3 062601 MW01MI«K(3«(l39MWBKtty595^Qdn7B 

4 004241 aK*»CT*ep0J(D)BPtt«393tttt-T«ta«taiS 

5 600000 BEWICHAie’ MUEpJ) HC3ndy3B 12 CRaOcrt 

6 500000 SANOBAOS(77EW>Mta4fil AD «riy(5)6 

7 006045 WMWZAim|8n(D)JLHBira3B0 IFEff*2 

-Tttttad- 

BQIME 3-1 Mtt (J'Catta, 100-30 CMwco Qianas, 7-2 KBdw ted, 4- 
llZUatair, 6-1 llofik8yZ»^,2MBaanctop toe, 66-1 SaudmOea 


16 460000 RA8AZZDP7)JWtM8«G83 BMtoC3)lS 

17 QHXWO OW0l*CWfiAW(2^BMunw48UICodpBttc*ar(7)B 

IS 006000 ABWQE HUSH (B) B Mfny4 7 12 C«W*(3)4B 

19 000600 NO»UBtB)BU8ttjn5710 NPcttUmi 

-eedatd- 

MWmum Mgftt 7st JOfc 7rua tenettp ttf* 4s 7a 9b. 

Btnwft UHto 54 lafeaDeanjHBtllJTtatod BO GBhff 

DtoK, 7-1 Bnatttoc Pride, 8-1 RatamTa Obfitxm, 100. otto 

PfaSl EBFMEMWDMABENSMKES 
L^r^j (CLASS D) £4J50 added 2YO gasSB 
Tf 

1 6 OAMSWAUAL0S)M J«ts0O PltttaM«4 

2 nEAM0FMHBDlUta90 DRMtCMeB 

3 38 eBML , SSm(U)ETMSbtt9DJtolidtoaB 

4 (WJAN SWH0W M Jetton 9 0 K0«tay3 

5 HBKDWIMRfUiq'BO M Orta 8 

6 0 MOH FggOBMBt P7) M Camadip 9 Cl JFbrtog 

7 Sf0BESH)TBJ.(USA)HCecl90 M9fm 7 

8 6 UWMAB.{13) J&J5BCOS9 RCtotl 

9 0 &BffWBlSCl7)J<>iKi89 1 to* 2 

_ ^ iJoidtanM - 

BETnrefi: 7-4 Start* fo IU, fi-Z Oran OtNto. 4-1 Men $*»!*»- 
iff, 90 CMMrafs Star, 7-1 Doaroi AM, 124 Ladl MM, 254. ottt 

lb i el RYCROFT COMMERCIAL * 
l~=l VB«Cl£HAI«CAP (CLASS D] 

£5^250 added lm 2f 

1 134240 KUOFVtam(lZ)(qMaASwte*6910 

ia*fe($i 

2 406505 VU£BEMUM(23)MsJRamjtai391 MDcert«4 

3 J0O112 H6Hsre3)07|ffltiSltotlStt48l3 1 Rato 2 

4 012414 A1A8ANB (5) (Q H) M Camacho 5 8 X3 RCoctosmS 

5 5-31235 ESSA7eraffi(7)PS?MaMltoEjr78U K0a da/B 

B 500643 BWSM»(2amWCtoMSt48B_JtoMdtoa6 

-Bdadared- 

BEIlflS: 94 ffi gnptoi, 52 Bttm, 114 Atahanft 7-1 BMBJdOBM, 
FkU at feta, aw w*«to» 


GOEVEMNGRACHGIMIHIHE | «(V 
DAI1Y TELffiRAPH HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5400 added 2m 

1 0-50332 fliniS0A7KI)(M)(D)H8llHB*lW6WOJtDartB)r9V 

2 02007 RSHSN«>ft43}FlfeA?97 0Hayton(7)3 

3 405433 JM£ANm(3flMsUfeV(lffB94 __SCopp(5)4 

4 0501 HOntWOTOl! cm SM Moore 794 tCarartt 

5 6545 D0tBUWSH(10}lBI?MjDtntti392^Ttoto2B 

6 610061 D8WB (7) [Qt D Banw 3812 (4«0 JRabnaS 

7 001245 B»(UHP)W5to588 N Kamd)r2 

8 4-00600 KASHANA(14)WSMy485 JHWkgT 

9 500244 MABSAWS(7)M Carnac(tt3 71Q iqrtmG 

ffifll«rt4OWi,01Royrt\tocflfloa,4-lJalci^MCB0i«ttH^ 
5-1 MarsnyW, 7-1 tea, 12-1 Dotta Dasb, 50-1 oteen 

r oTc l FftRNDALE UNITED STAKES (CLASS E ) 
L~2J £4^00 added 3TO lm 

1 503251 CHWEHSlSEin)WtCUHai92, JUrttoa 

2 052-233 AfiENIttWJLfriESO DaaalfcKaoM2 

3 4GOQ30 BMJQaiBAyWCtttgS U Jaft— (7]4 

4 003340 OSPOtOiAMOTO (J2) GCMrqOBll JtMtfl 

m ^ mm 

OCmiKi 2-7 Clttmtt. 6-1 1M tM«M 8*7. DHttltoto 






sport 


i ZOO Scottish Park 
230 Retrnab 
3J)0 Step On Degrn 


HYPERION 

330 TOfahhus 
4JDO 'ttimbtewoed Pearl 
430 Hartetpnn WaSk 


GOING; fOrro. , 

STALLS: S&nbtU nm> - &r sMa, ro«w ton* - into. 

■ Sourer to era Dto JgSSSffS 

anay. ADMISSION: C3ub S12 TbBaaaus is, Steer 

RtegS4 (ire 14 per car). CAB PAfflt R*- 


I M Dattr-5 wtaito, 46 

lSt seven oats ^ ^ 

IffJflmytooCpcJwltoUPCtttlra. 

raSol WWTE HORSE saJ^SI»KK (^Gl£3P00 added 
12 aKJ| im 3f lA4yds Penalty Vatoie £24S2 


! 1 335122 DIMtolJtomnbe6tol , tt«^B* , |^ S0a Wl * l "? ? fc( ? 5 ° 

5 43813& ■ gait 

7 n.tS 

| BEJTW& 5-2 Dmto, 3-1 Hfftt Utter, 7 J Soto* Wrt; 5^ I»tti Bfcrt 1X-2 X» S»to 
7.1 Sfaste Tbro. 33-2 Itt Rtte 
I 1B9& EmBeb 6 908 Hu0«s 2-1 tC tort 5 Hi 

mm fffPinF 

UtfAly raced FUQffr MASTER <mb o«_W 

toSDaw Mrga»Sandown las: niortti. AMwgi orty ragtth 

scsnwtwsKSSHSSSSSs 

S^2SSA10SSSSSISSXS ^& tm 

tystia , Traaa ww fWsnw a tongrii and a hstf te/und Sfc^ toei 

and taunt, m Yen Asm at W9nrt* and ro tttoai to ST *SR 

has smea firashed a oednabte fifth w Total Rach at 

held) and b not wbhout a chance. «ttri InJuneowcd 

tee betooarafltets 07 tfw first teo to 0» MB(Md ' 

once leave her wnh someitandifl find atiho wd0fi3- A triSger threat Sioud qb posh] cy 
SS-,. second to UngfleM (afl-wather) and Ms 0* toe JffiSft g(g» 

beattig fJovo/ Orcus Of NomngrurrT Iasi monto. Setaedoic MJBli *v»tcn 

r^p57%) JANES & COWPER MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,100 
added 3V0 lm Penalty V&ue £3305 

1 BBIAAB tSbett Aimed Al Mttum) A Saawt B 9 * **** * 

2 8342 SAlTO4AH(W(l>q(Bn (Harridan «Uai*MTiJiIUta3S 9 W Canal 2 

3 45 to(am(4flltott4lAtonttH0wrannJones89. RWal 

-adadared- 

BEITVtt « Stottb, 74 Baton, 5-1 Itt 
fltt Setsal 3 9 0 W Canon 1-6 tf DunW 3 «« 

mmam 

SAiHEMAH. thiid tn Wtrugwaaf Affair at Kartetton and itwiaMto to Rwera Made M Ttey- 
dock after a disappoint**, ofton at SaHsbwy, tocos only TobL thaseeond 

cotonrs of Harndan Al AteMoutn and haa loofiad nowtewr wear so jtood In her tec runs, 
end iha Mtoto rawnmer Ralm*. mho probably need a la* Wp. Sap* 

simtt numter of opponents tor these connections M 6-1 on ^ j«ar ftfw rngtftritl 
tod to Augusd and anodw rasoictira sating pnoe b ftolK h«i SttamajL 

fSTSil TOTE BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8000 added 
| AA/l/j aye 5 f penalty Value £5303 

1 550102 BOSHCungi BW (20) w CTi»«W SBeters Patnershpi T Oamect 9 7 

2 056452 WMTE Btt (9) (to (Tte Time Ban Racing) B Meehan 8 13...-- JMM6B 

3 04)2100 SHAUP PBUB-CIB) p) Omre: J 8 & TQtoSB 

4 2-iaiffl 1DlALIU0OF(2IBfaD)atolttoOdctoU9WHat0BB6 MHM>2 

5 5032-15 siH*woes«c*flffl(n«ttoP*nttRdMito«»teiv7i^^_ . 

6 043013 to totofiJBBny? 10 JStt*re«7 

7 003124 TMrrHttCE0BQ(G|<miASen«U)MaANi«710 HVOdeyP)# 

8 600444 WQWC (3) AtrbaD) Kfcory 7 lO MtoftayarWri . 

dBCMd- 

Mttiuti 7« 106. 7ru» ftamflcqi twlffit Gwswr 7S fflb. firty Prtnce 7st Tfc, Utattce 

Mg*. 

BDTWfc M MINto BMr, 7-2 firoRiff. ** tattenttar But, M Map (to Oagtt M TMal AlorA 
10-1 My hto lG-lotto 
IflMfc r» cancpotHine race 

FORM OUDE 

WHITE EMIL ww» succassfJ oeer this Dip as a juranrio. drrappWrted on hla rwumto 
htad Pasaioit For lift at Xernpion to Aptfi, but has nmadiiy faatd hta form atace. Brian 
Meehan’s cog bounced rtfjrt back to Ns bast at Naamartet's Ju^ rneedrm tosr Dmo M»n 
e and Squivw second teWUdwood Rower from 5fc out of ttu> handtop in a «afu- 

atea rated strtes. W»*te.Hnw i» able to race off We correct mark today and wU be 5B> 
ttgner from Safiwrtoy. so thto repreoents a doer chanea Ibr him- Rnttcutttr Bay defied 
a teg wagjht to boat Maiteamia a length and a Quarter at NoOtodtom last morth and ran 

(tofrrawaten^andttvee-quartBra«NeMtnatotoOme.wtoTtoMo<rf(5B>bet- 

tor off) three and a had lengihs back in thKL Sttm both those rus, raMever, fto- 

cutar Bay came 4>affltttWsto6)nlr.HBi>Wi a bo U alBngh6Shlnd him mAaarsNBHiiviBrtiet 

race on 1 June and MrOnt^n Escape's Ascot race on 22 June end Is 9to and 51b worse 
off from each run reqwettay. Total Atoof beat Stop Peart two Bnd a half Ien0tts h a 
Inttd stotee oraroourae «d ttfanceand « 2ti boner off. as Srerp Pearf won at atfswr 
iwt ttme. Sharp Pearl te elm wall held by White Emir on Ascot running betand MJOWjJit 
Escape. Gwupyr, who Mowed a Haydock wtn wnh a tWm to U-No-Harry at Charter, 
beaten two neda, has erary chanoe. Step On Deto may not t» (pod enor^t, teen in 
a flrat-ome rtsor, »We FWry Prince and lfindrace. 3n> and 51b out dthe hancficap re* 
speedn^y, are up s^na it SMbcMok WWIE EMW 

[QQftl LDNGLEAT CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added 
IfirHi Sf Penalty Value £2£TO 

1 035030 ASBAl«»0Blp«Pim(MSSaa>dws)MSMdeB498— PPtttofiS 

2 400000 JIMOR) (M) (PI fftank Baft) WQMTuncr394 BHarooa(7}2B 

3 300006 00CSWIW;Mra[CjDhnttBRBater4B2 IMd3 

4 (B004B TM*M*KOT?totoWi)MWto<92 MtottrtalB 

5 006555 T0toiaffBr(6JW(MmWittRlttia*7811 Orae0Na«(3)4B 

6 600000 IWOttAWSBfiCMWfltott^ 

— . — . — . — . — tolta«(7)9 

7 535035 HMBNOSIieT(U)<RoyPsntan)PE«Bn>387 .Ttpfcw6V 

8 000002 0GIIBIIWClia)MK0eKBD)MUto>r486 SSrrf-tr 

9 0000 IW0«MBU»W0toawttfBW«30* NAttoaa 

-Brtodtaed- 

BElTlNfc 5^ Ttfattus. 100-30 Ua rfaoStmot. 4-1 Prrorbwr, frl OrisSarhC, 7-1 Jchayro, 8-l*»- 
tnl tnndoK, J 2-1 Ibruoff topaat. 201 nOare 
1B9GC Psert Dawn 5 B U J Epn 1&8 IN Chamu 7 cm 
FORM GUIDE 

COtSTON-C. who won Ihe valuable handicap on this cart last year (the meeting was run 
in Augtt, shotJd 0a sharper after two runs last month, finte/ttnge^ttfr ns Seou Venture 
hare (Daanltt rinth and 140) w» offi and s»Di to Derrina at Chepstow (DagMrawB 
ttand ei0Kh and wefl tod). Colrton-C made tee ronreng at Chepstow for three furtongs 
and he has a dear chance at the we(d»® in ttes company, tahn Raid tafces the «#. Dear- 
dew firtshed last of 12 in Matfc Mai's Sancton race yesterday, ton a bad draw spoiled 
her chance. She had been bewnn just a shot head by WalK The Beat ow course and 
cteance prevtourty, with Asttal tovader isame terms) a neck bach tn thW. Tommy Tem- 
pest Wtft, WoodttKi QecWc swerWi and Jobeyro Sf^nh. Deantow was cfltaVty rated 
just 35 then, howmer. TetaMua is rut the force he Ms (art season when with Robert 
Armstrong, but he has run ««0 enou0i ollate to suepsst he wM mate a boU show now 
that he b dropped In class. M Wrin e Strut Is finding it cBtfhxA to get her boat t In flora 
but has a dunce on her best form, such as e when a dose third beMnO CTOgwtm end 
Nattier at CarUa last month. Selection: C0LSTUN-C 

fXfinl avebory median auction maiden stakes (class r 

l^****) Z3J500 added 2V0 5f 161yds Penalty Value £2^23 

1 6 ANOMJO (15) flt 7 fcoryr K fcory 9 0 CSa*r(7)S 

2 666 fBCIlMSH8)tGfiB^HaiMRu)CFalitiist90 ITteofi 

3 UKM0RE(ARNemaeriMssKMitot»aB89 SDWau>3 

4 205523 MBS BARcajWA (BE) (8) (Ganeiai S» GeflftEy Horial) M 8 9 

MBntet*2 

5 PDKatmHCBS|MBHMn)MBBl8 9 HFSOW4 

6 64 SPMraQte5rtra0ttBUrnentoDAituaitioia9 - .-TtMea7 

7 4 TDMBLBftEHl PEAfd (21) (The Tiurtteweetf PaSKBfipl B Usehsi S 9 fMdl 

-7dactored- 

BemNte 1340 TttMnasiiJ Peart. 52 Mar Princess, 130 HaeTtos. 7-1 tes BareaKea, 

12-1 Strut* QMrt, 2&4 UxMore, 33-1 MwkatD 
199S Xmepdon Of Onco 2 9 0 W Nmn» 5-2 t»l FWwsio^Socfejt 4 on 
F0RMOUDE 

TUMBLEWEED PEARL whose hstWjrotner and rtsbiemate TiartSewead IBdtt w last 
year's Gratu Three Honbffllowrserafllurtongs at Mswbuy. shaped as thou^i that rnujtf 
be her optimum Wp when fourth to F® Tree M» a the Berhsfns couse on her defeuL 
BftanMeehan’sAraeDntlUyranaaBchertotoishonthetBtaofsomewM-iesjRledju- 
«nfes and mbs six tenSira deer of me thrt. Thts oppostion should not pose a pmtttem. 
The ethers id nave- run are modsrara. Mas Barcelona has been baston tn soSm^ com- 
pmy and Fine Tbiew. SMfl of 15 behnd Dasteng RockSMBe at Carfisie tost tame, ean do 
better, white toe-raced Shaft Qocart may hara a bd; of imptwement m her. Perhaps 
tea brgest darter tal be Uchael Bed's Wb^j debutante Poker Princess, a Fttnay 
foa) wtu snurid be Wrty strain. Selecttoo:TUMBLEWSD PEARL 

\A qnl WESTONHRT FLUES HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 
added lm 2f 4^ds Penalty VSbie £3^49 

1 032151- DQUlMnEDATS(283)in(lttStoyBatoCEttraA10O j Reid 4 

2 013834 RftSlQB. (uo (Q (0) (perms Itariap and OoM Sua#l P taa 6 9 0 TQrtaT 

3 OSO ftaR8Wm0«erBBfe)UUriir8812 RStraotl 

4 0CKO56 IW4^PCTWn'wMcl* 1 4R D waPOT» C ^CFfi«xKl«8B IWa3 

5 604000 HTYHLTHWtE (ptq (23 0iteMCtacdNCftpi»5BL. 

Martin Dwyer (5J5V 

6 OllStS 3^mKmmtmm9*5MWfYtBBtlatnBaty3B6 — MFttaoS 

7 10-1461 MMMWWU0RQniRj0toe(i)RftS(ta3n5710ISeil JfUvf«r(3)2B 

-Tdadand- 

Sfimmim mejgt; 7st lOfe True /wricap w®3t Harlequin W*< 7d Sfc. 

BEnWO: 74 KMtoqataWtt,£t4 Ortwtant* Days, 72 Mafa Moray. 11-2 fiasajM. JIW Pm- 
to Pfli 1M toto, 5M RbjM TMttto 
3996: Aqua R0i 3 9 S W Hems MR IH CanC^) 6 on 
FORM GUIDE 

HMOSQUN WALK has won tar « her las sewn ras rra *a B« and was &uung a 
first turf success at Foftestane tost week, r ms not mtah of a race roan tor a settra 
nareicap, but it was hard not a? be inpressBCt waft the way the manr made M » beat 
Jcocoo Jewel and U others by Ofi \anffts. T)« ten*app» certainly saw n the same 
way and h» rased her 14b tram Sftwtey, so Haflequn Waft start be able tow 
apm under a 90 penally and tom a pound out otthe handicap. Debutante Days son- 1 
ed facunre for the Triumph Htrtte mts yfiar on the txjck of W 0 good weu a! Sandowh 1 
and UGmeter, but rt* fefl anfte test swe was a usjstta ban&ca&Bt on Pip Raj tor Alec , 
Stewart last season, wrong at Nawfrwn and Hayrtock, and has joto Charie Egston 
trom HEnnetB Kfngjrt smea her latest ran wet iwtfles. Debutante Days eotrtposeana- 
jor threat 10 Harteuum if ft enough, but she has been absent (br owr three morefts 

and ftoeoht^rayseleai«3SbflTdWs< Net vadey's data. Ratayaihas pertbmied 
dhW^ to* amateur on her to two niBtwSMireraharaBnot^twerglTi.K she* 
€& rn^ than when besorg Maoto a iettgh to a tan a Doretou in Mifr 
tow managed to fin&h m nwMMsasn fnmai ot lBt ui her first hanficap a: Ctwpsaiw re- 
cent^ and can prateWy mri a see n ops course. Meg's Memory won a course and 
Cs3r« haidisap ^ 3 raad tram Trcxan fo* in Apr, 1 . Recent efiorts are rr« so encaur- 
awg and Vartei. her r^piar nder, ^pean to prefer Hafiequm wait 

SMectkm: HARLEQUIN WALK 


,VSMtty7V 
I Raid 2 


i(ttati3 
W Canon 2 
RHll 


^bwwi^W'. %Z~. -r~‘7rr: 



sport 


125Th OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP: 


Putts not 
pints rule 
Bladon’s life 


Richard Edmondson listens to the 
Amateur champion who has given up 
his bar job to concentrate on golf 


T hese days. it seems, they 
play the amateur cham- 
pionships ov er a course on 
Brobdingnac. TweH e months 

ago. the winner w. ho earned an 
exemption for the Open was 
Gordon Sherry, the 6ft Sin Scot 
who made the St Andrews 
stands tremble as he pounded 
the fairways. 

This afternoon another be- 
hemoth will grapple with Roy- 
al Lytham when Warren Bladon 
carries the flag for the unpaid, 
but there the connection be- 
tween our bio amateur winners 
will perish. 

Sherry, you will remember, 
was the articulate biochemistry 
student from Kilmarnock who 
had a professional career 
mapped out with great precision. 
Bladon. on the other hand, looks 
like a bloke you might find on the 
door of a pub. which would not 
be far wrong. Until recently you 
could hmc found him pulling 
pints in his native Midlands. 

.After capturing the .Amateur 
Championship at Tumberry six 
weeks ago. Bladon was Rican t to 
return to his post as assistant 
manager of the Cask and Bot- 
tle at "Leamington Spa. But he 
could feel his life taking a sig- 
nificant diversion and conse- 
quently told his employers w here 
(hey could pul their corkscrew. 

All this has taken Bladon 
quite a while. He is 30 and much 
of hi> amateur career as a coun- 
ty player w ith Warwickshire has 
Keen characterised by a sense of 


talent scorned. Our man is no- 
table for the consistency of his 
practice sessions. Every time 
Halley's Comet comes round be 
can De found on the driving 
range. Nevertheless, he is a 
hugely popular figure with his 
county i cam-mates, never more 
so when he suggested one of 
them should caddie for him 
both here and at the Masters 
next spring. The bouquet was 
caught by Gareth Jenkins. 

Life has changed a little now 
for the man who lives at home 
with his retired motherand has 
a job with an engineering com- 
pany which sounds dangerous- 
ly close to a sinecure. *Tve got 
time for training now which I've 
always been dead against,” he 
said “I’ve never been a practiser 
because I didn't like picking my 
own balls up. But I think I'd bet- 
ter start now because it doesn’t 
*eem to do the guys I've seen 
this week any harm." 

When Bladon arrived for his 
reconnaissance mission in Lan- 
cashire this week he noticed two 
chaps had already pencilled 
themselves in for* a practice 
round. So he added his name to 
those of Norman and Price. 
“Well Tm hardly going to get an- 
other chance like' that a g ain,” he 
said. 

Bladon has also transported 
his 6ft 3in. 17-stone frame 
around Royal Lvtham in the 
company of his American coun- 
terpart the United States am- 
ateur champion Tiger Woods. 


Walking fairways with the greats inspires county p layer to start taking it seriou sly 

■ , , . - — 1 ' — * i 




Juggling his options: A pensive Warren Bladon, who carries the flag for the unpaid golfers, at Royal Lytham yesterday Photograph: Robert Hallam 


A rich cosmopolitan blood 
flows through the latter's lan- 
guid body as he is a blend of 
blade, Thai, Chinese, American 
Indian and white relatives. 

Eldrick “Tiger” Woods re- 
ceived his sobriquet as an hon- 
our to the Vietnamese soldier 
who pulled his Green Beret fa- 
ther from a paddy field crack- 
ling with the reports of sniper 
fire. Earl Woods also probably 
recognised the sponsorship po- 
tential of such a name in golf 
(Jeremy Irons' father tried this 
technique, but his son was not 
as good at the sport). 


Ortainly. Woods Snr did not 
want his bey exposed on fields of 
war and chose instead the more 
salubrious pastures of the golf 
course. Tiger started playing the 
game aged sir months, and by the 
time be was two, be was on na- 
tional television competing 
agan^BobHopeinadrivnigand 
putting competition. At three he 
shot 48 for nine holes. More re- 
cently, he has been the US am- 
ateur champion for the past two 
seasons, pulling through a golf- 
ing jungle as stnngent as the one 
his father once survived. 

Woods is now 20, but behaves 


older. Perhaps the only element 
of the child in him is his phe- 
nomenal capacity for Big Macs, 
an area in which be is second only 
to Bluto in consumption. When 
it comes to hitting a golfbaH how- 
ever, Tiger is more like ftjpeve. 

The Stanford University eco- 
nomics student led the driving 
statistics in the US Open at 
Oakland Hills last month and 
has supplanted John Dah as the 
man who hurts golf balls most. 
Wbods does his clubs no favours 
either and regularly caves in the 
face of his drivers. 

Such length off the tee can 


cause problems for the tiro, as his 
second shot invariably calls for a 
half-hit wedge. This problem has 
been most apparent when Woods 
plays in the Masters. “There 
ain't enough golf course out 
there for him, - Tommy “Burnt 
Biscuits - Bennett, his caddie at 
the .Augusta National, reported. 

Bladon. it must be said, is no 
slouch with a driver either. At 
the first hole of his round with 
Norman, the 20d-yard par 
three, he hit a three-iron to eight 
feet, inside his playing partners, 
and holed the putt. On (he fi- 
nal hole he propelled his Lee 


shot 350 yards, and then tidied 
up with a chip and a putt. “I 
have always dreamed about 
that walk between the last 
stands and birdie at the lSth." 
he said. “Whatever happens 
now, and my objective is to 
mak e (he cut. I’ve done that." 

As he retrieved his ball from 
the cup. Bladon was slapped on 
the back by the man he has ad- 
mired above all ia golf. Greg 
Norman then handed over a £10 
note, a Scottish one, his forfeit 
for defeat. It remains pinned up 
in the bedroom of Whrren 
Bladon. 
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CARD OF THE COURSE 


Hole Yards Pa.' 


^2." 

1 st 206 3 

10th 


2nd 437 4 

Utti 

542 :• 

3rd 457 4 

1201 

'JiS 3 

4th 393 J 

13th 

342 J 

SOi 212 2 

14th 

445 4 

6th 490 5 

15th 

•XaS 4 

7th 553 5 

Ifith 

33"* •- 

8th 418 4 

17th 

ic.r 4 

Bttt 164 3 

18th 

414 4 

Out 3320 25 

In 2.5« 2: 

rotars.f?r ?• 

Tulurtuuwth— 

BBC2 M-25iim-3.003rv.BECl 3.«?-5 
BBC2 5.35- 730pm 

triad odds 

10-1 faWa 

14-1 Nomcm. fttonidDrcue. = 
22-1 Woosnam 
25-1 Couples, Pawi 
28-1 McWeson 

“T 

33-1 Prae. Lehman. 
Fauna s»#i. Slew w 
Odds stwfedSY Cana 

Vent, 


Today’s wthof 



Early misr. then dry. isotit am semi. 
Temp: 22C 


New approach helping Woosnam to walk tall again 


Frank Nobilo had made a wise 
ch< (ia; of practice partner. "I onh’ 
needed to come in with a cou- 
ple of pars." the Kiwi said. 
•■VVnoxie made all the birdies. Did 
wv lake the money? We were 
tour up after sue. \Ve won the 
game, the presses, everything." 

Colin Montgomerie and 
Bam Lane were the men who 
had io put their hands in their 
pockets. Ian Woosnam is in a 
winning mode. He has a confi- 
dent mood to go with it. The 
Woosnam Walk was back as he 
came down the ISth at 
Carnoustie last week, in winning 
the Scottish Open, and it was 
there again yesterday in his fi- 
nal practice round for today's 
125th Open. 


Andy Farrell on the Welshman who has rediscovered his 
touch just in time to make a serious challenge for the Open 


At 3.04 this afternoon, Woos- 
nam goes off with Gary Player, 
the 1974 champion here, and 
Corey Pavin, the 1994 US Open 
champion. It is virtually the only 
three-star grouping in the en- 
tire draw and worth watching 
for another reason. The feeling 
is growing that the Welshman, 
who has a history of winning in 
successive weeks, is about to 
raise the silver claret jug for the 
first time. 

Over the last year, Woosnam, 
58. has taken to playing practice 
rounds with Montgomerie be- 
cause they share the same 
coach. Bfll Ferguson is the man 
behind Monty’s rise to win- 
ning the European money list 
three years in a row and he 


preaches a dogma of simplici- 
ty. Woosnam s swing was the 
glorious culmination of the very 
basics of golf until, having be- 
come the Masters champion 
and world No 1 in 1991, be tried 
to improve on nature. The al- 
terations eventually resulted in 
a 1995 season in which he did 
not win. or look like winning, for 
the first time in a decade. 

With Ferguson's help, Woos- 
nam rediscovered his top form 
to win back-to-back tourna- 
ments at the beginning of the 
year. Yesterday, Ferguson's usu- 
al working pattern was reversed. 


While Woosnam merely need- 
ed a quick check-up, Mont- 
gomerie kept him on the range 
for most of the afternoon. For 
that reason, the Scot refused a 
visit to the press centre. Woos- 
nam also declined the invitation. 
He is trying not to say too 
much. *Tm superconfident,” 
was what he started to say, be- 
fore settling for: **rm feeling 
confident I'm trying to relax 
and enjoy myself." 

Woosnam is not afraid of 
word games. “I'm not putting 
well,” is one of his favourites. 
A switch in his stance during the 


second round last week has 
helped, as has a device he 
knocked up at home. It is a put- 
ter with a hinge in the shaft If 
the shaft does not remain 
straight in the takeaway, it in- 
dicates a lack of rhythm. 

Another speciali ty is: “If I can 
only sort out my driving.” By no 
stretch of the imagination can 
someone who wins at 
Carnoustie, in a howling gale, 
be driving the ball poorly. He 
is happy with his iron play, so 
that must be out of this world. 
"He is playing like the Woosie 
of old.” Nobilo said. “When he 


getsconfidenL he is difficult to 
beat He is very dose to play- 
ing as he was when he was No 
1 m the world. When he is play- 
ing like that it Is beautiful to 
watch. He is back to having that 
natural swing of his.” 

But there is one vital quali- 
ty which is required to win a ma- 
jor championship, and is the 
reason Montgomerie has yet to 
win one. In battling the de- 
ments last week, Woosnam 
said; “You have to keep pa- 
tient.” He is trying to do the 
same here. As the man on the 
Shropshire Star who has fol- 
lowed his exploits man and boy 
confirmed: “This is the one he 
wants and I’ve never seen him 
so focused.” 



Crowds hail Indurain but Riis strengthens grip on yellow jersey 


ROBIN NICHOLL 

with the Tour de France 

It was the day of Miguel In- 
dia rain's homecoming but 
Bjarnc Riis. the new landlord of 
the Tour de France, slammed 
the door firmly in his face. 

As the hero of Navarre rode 
past the house where he was 
bom. he was trailing the Dan- 
ish rider who leads the Tour by 
eight and a half minutes, and 
reached the Pamplona finish in 
an unfamiliar I9ih place. 

Any humfliation was eased by 
the crowds, the graffiti, and the 
banners that spread over seven 
mountain passes from France 
and into Spain. It was the 
lougbesl day of the toughest 
race, but agonisingly so for In- 
durain. the man of the people. 

He is heading for Sundays fi- 
nale in Paris with a deficit of 
15min. 36sec, unthinkable two 
weeks ago, and for many 
Spaniards unbelievable. 

Messages of support flew 
from trees and houses and 
clung to hillocks: “You are 
unique... five is enough- JMigue I 
the great...our man, our hero ” 
The roads were utmost while 
with paint from the amateur 
sign-writers of the Tour. Some 
signs were smeared into the sun- 

sofiened tar. 


He was not alone in the dol- 
drums. Riis showed no loss of 
power from Tuesdays winning 
drive to the summit of Hauta- 
cam, and the holder of the yel- 
low jersey was the force behind 
the leading group of eight 

Yet before masses of In- 
durain fans, Riis could not hold 
the lively Swiss Laurent Dufeux. 
whose sprint took him clear of 
the Dane to an overdue victo- 
ry in this 17th stage over 262 km 
from Argeles-Gazost, near 
Lourdes. 

The combined pace of the 
leaders shook the weak links 
from the top standings, and fu- 
ture contenders were bom on 
the longest day of this Tour. 

After more than seven hours 
in the saddle under a grilling 
sun, the challenge of Abraham 
Olano, Tony Rominger, and 
Yevgeny Berzin melted. O/ano 
slid from second overall to 
ninth, more than 11 minutes be- 
hind Riis, and Rominger 
slipped from third to 10th, as 
they rode in with Indurain past 
cheering thousands to reach the 
finishing straight, with deafen- 
ing chants of “Miguel, Miguel” 
for the final 400 metres. 

He joined Riis on the podi- 
um, and the Dane raised In- 
durain s arm, a gracious gesture, 
and the crowd responded by 
singing Induraixfs name, and 



The long road home: Miguel Indurahi struggles in Span yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


the soulful eyes of their cham- 
pion brimmed with tears. 

"I am the leader today,” 
Riis said. “But Miguel is and 
always will remain a great 
champion. I am sad for him but 
I am sure that he will be back. 
He understands that in the 


Tour no one can give 
'presents'.” 

Dufaux, however, got his op- 
portunity. He has worked hard 
to help his French team-male. 
Richard Virenque. towards a 
hat-trick of red polka dot jerseys 
for the best mountain climber. 


“This is a reward for all the 
efforts I have made for 
Richard," he said. “Riis was 
not going to let me win easi- 
ly. He is incredibly strong and 
he wants to show who is the 
boss. 

“It was a terrible day. and we 


were all tired but we worked 
well. Once the Indurain group 
closed to within three minutes 
of us, bur we worked banter still 
to widen the gap." 

Apart from Dufaux - who 
now replaces Tony Rominger 
and Alex Ziille as Switzerland's 
best hope - there is Riis's Ger- 
man team-mate, Jan Ullrich. He 
is now the nearest to Riis by 
5:59, and an Austrian chal- 
lenger. Peter Luftenbcrger. has 
risen to fifth as the old Tbur or- 
der changes. 

Britain’s Chris Boardman 
and many others lost more 
than 45 minutes during (he 
stage. “I know it is not doing my 
Olympic prospects much good 
but 1 mast get to the finish in 
Paris.” he said. 

As the leaders reached the 
bottom of the Col de Soudet. 
Basque separatists attempted to 
form a human blockade. The 
riders came to a stop, but a path 

was soon cleared by the gen- 
darmerie, and the protesters re- 
turned to pushing leaflets and 
stickers through the windows of 
passing cars. ” 

They have warned the Tour 
that it will not leave Spain un- 
harmed, and today’s stage from 
Pamplona to Hendayc in 
France will again he watched 
over by armed civil guards and 
police. 


TOUR D.E FRANCE D E TA l L S 


aim*, if iMBnftS'Qaawt to Pamplona, 
lfiza odes): 1 L Dufaux (Snnj FesOna Thr 
Ttnn Ssec; 2 B RSs (Dent Deutsche tfeJetam 
same time; 3 R Wrenque iFn Raima +20sec 
4 J IZneh iGert Deutsche fafejum; 3 L LaUarK 
(W Poft: 6 P Ugruma, [Lay ftaJcmo: 7F Es- 
K*on iSp) haw. 8 p LuttEntsf@er lAutj C,v- 
reia all same one; 9 M Left fit) SAECO +82& 
10 P SavofcWb flu Roslotto same ume; n 
N Siophers (Alls) ONCE +8:30: 13 T 
PwrtngSf rSu«c Mapei; 13 M HsmsnoerQnes 
(Spi Maps; 14 8 Hamtwger iDeri TVM: 15 
G Guerin) fit} Poto: US P Jot#* cAusi ONCE: 
17 L Brocterd (fri ffeafna: 13 M Baton flu 


MGTedmogym; 19 M meuram iSpt Banesto; 
20 Abano on Italy) MGTfeduxjgffii an same 
time; IDG C Boartman IGB) GAN +45.07. 
OveraB stamfingK 1 R*s 810534; 2 UD- 

nch +3r«n Msec 3 Virenque +405; 4 Du- 
*3u> +5:52: 5 Luttenbefger +6:19; 6 
Escattin +7:23: 7 U^umon +7:48: 8 
+8:01: 41 ttoaniman +lfr 27mm 

33sec. 

Mouritaow teadets: 1 Viren due 383pfcc 2 
274; 3 DufcAi* 176. 

**oints leaders: 1 E Zabe) (Gen Deutsche 
2S5: 2 F Maneatstn IF 13 GAN 208; 
3 F Saidato Hu MG -fedwogym 188. 


I Yesterday: Stage 1 7 


Argeles-Gazost to Pampelune 
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United dismiss Blackburn’s £4m offer for Cantona 


Football 

ADAM SZRETER 

Blackburn Rovers, apparently 
peeved at Manchester United's 
attempts to take Alan Shearer 
away from them, yesterday made 
an offer believed to be in the re- 
gion of £4m for United's French 
international Eric Cantona. 

The Blackburn chairman, 
Robert Coar.who also look time 
out yesterday to deny that Arse- 
nal had made a £3m move for the 


Blackburn captain, Tim Sher- 
^Txxt said’ “We have made a bid 
for Eric Cantona and arc await- 
ing a response from United." 
r United's assistant secretary, 
Ken Rarnsden, said: “There is 
no way the matter will be con- 
sidered The offer has been re- 
jected out of hand, Eric will not 
be going to Blackburn or any- 
where else." 

Asked if United considered 
Revere’ bid to be a response to 
their own reported £12m offer 
for Shearer. Rarnsden replied; 


"It is an unusual episode to say 
the least, but it is not for us to 
question other clubs’ motives." 

Referring to Sherwood, the- 
Blackbum chairman said: “Any 
suggestion that we have accept- 
ed a bid and that Tim is in talks 
with Arsenal are wide of the 
mark. Vfc have not had an offer." 

One Blackburn player on the 
move is the striker Mike Newell, 
who is expected to join Birm- 
ingham next week for £1.2m. 

United could be forced to in- 
crease their £3.5 rn bid for the 


Sky 'prepared to 
renegotiate deal’ 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN, 

ROB COLE and BIU LEITH 


BSkyB is reported to be ready 
to tear up its £87-5m exclusive 
contract with England and of- 
fer a joint deal with terrestrial 
television to the combined 
Home Unions worth less thun 
half the total of £ 1 833m which 
is on the table to the countries 
at the moment. 

According to a spokesman 
for the English clubs' organi- 
sation. Epruc, Sky is prepared 
to nullify the heads of agree- 
ment already signed by the 
Rugby Football Union and ne- 
gotiate another deal worth in 
the region of £8Qm - to be 
shared equally among ah four 
Home Unions. 

It would mean England 
would be back in the Five Na- 
tions and Sky would no longer 
have exclusive live coverage. 
The other three nations, led by 
the Welsh, want the champi- 
onship to be broadcast on a 50- 
50 basis between satellite TV 
and its terrestrial cousins. 

“We are not in this merely for 
the money ” one Welsh Rugby 
Union member said yesterday. 
“We want to safeguard the 
game and ensure that is is avail- 
able to the widest possible au- 
dience. 

“There can be no compro- 
mising on the equal share-out 


of TV money and we stand by 
our decision that it must he a 
collective deal. 

“The Five Nations contract 
needs to go out to tender, and 
that is what we expect and 
hope to happen." 

The RFU made a concilia- 
tory move yesterday, with the 
new president, John Richardson 
announcing that he and the 
chairman of the RFU executive 
committee, Gift Brittle, would 
be leading a Twickenham ne- 
gotiating team to meet the oth- 
er Home Unions next Tuesday. 

This came the day after Brit- 
tle had called cm the people who 

deaHoresgn- “TheSmation Is 
most sensitive and I ask all 
members of the Union and our 
rugby public to be patient while 
we seek to resolve this issue and 
ensure the continuance of the 
Five Nations' Championship,*’ 
Richardson said. 

Richardson's move drew an 
immediately favourable re- 
sponse from Alan Hosie, one of 
Scotland’s representatives on the 
Five Nations Committee. “Any 
initiative that can improve the 
situation has to be welcomed," 
he said. “No-one wants England 
to be excluded from the north- 
ern hemisphere championship 
if it can be avoided. 

The news of Sky's intentions, 
which came after a meeting be- 
tween the chairman of Epruc, 
Donald Kerr, and Sam 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

20 

The number of tuns scored ty 
the Milwaukee Brewers in 
their baseball game against 
the Detroit Tigeis on Tuesday 
night in a 20-7 victory. The 
pitching was absolutely terri- 
ble." said the Tigers, catcher 
Brad Ausmus,.who joined the 
team earlier this season. 
“Really, it's a joke." . 


Britain’s six appeal 


Tennis 


Six British players reached the 
last 16 of the Manchester Chal- 
lenger at Didsbwy yesterday, 
with one of them certain to go 
through to the quarter-finals. 

Colin Beecher wiU be battling 
fora place in the last e^gfat against 
Nonwdh’sTbm Spinks, who pro- 


Kgan, 7-6, 6-2. Spinks, a 21-year- 
old outsider who was only in the 
tournament after being granted 


a wild card, is aver 500 places be- 
towMiffiganin the world ranking 
but made a mockery of the form 
book as he became the first play- 
er to oust a seed. 

The top seed, Chris Wilkin- 
son of Southampton, went 
through after a controversial 
end to his opening match. 
Wilkinson's opponent Gabriel 
Trifu of Romania, lashed out in 
frustration ai a ball when 4-6, 
2-4 down and hit a linesman in 
the chest The tournamem ref- 
eree, Carl Baldwin, had no hes- 
itation in disqualifying Trifu. 


Czech midfielder Karel 
Pohorsfcv of SJavia Prague. 
Slavia. who will he involved in 
the European Cup. sav ihev do 
not want to let the 2-tycar-Old 
leave. He has two years of bis 
contract to run. The United 
manager, Alex Ferguson, said: 
“As far as i am concerned the 
deal is still alive and I am look- 
ing for a satisfactory outcome." 

Liverpool's interest in 
Foborsky may cool now that 
Michael Thomas has signed a 
new contract. The 2S-year-old 


former Arsenal midfield play- 
er spent a couple of days in Italy 
last week, talking to more than 
one dub, bul decided to accept 
an offer of up u> three years to 
stay on Merseyside. 

AnclheT surprise agmture yes- 
terday was that of the Tottenham 
manager, Getty Francis, who ac- 
cepted a two-year deal from the 
Spurs chairman, Alan Sugar. 
Fronds, 44, has hitherto pre- 
ferred io work without a contract 

Gary McAllister has pledged 
his future to Leeds United, in 


spite of Coventry's heroes that he 
would move to Highneld Road. 
The 31-year -old Scottish in- 
ternational said: *Tm staying -it's 
as simple as that As far as I am 
concerned all the speculation 
ewer me is jist that - speculation." 

Barnsley have won the race 
to sign the Middlesbrough strik- 
er Paul Wilkinson, who is ex- 
peted to sign for the OakweQ 
dub later today. 

The Crystal Palace manager, 
Dave Bassett is making a 
£250,000 move for Darlington’s 


Chisholm, Sky's chief executive 
and managing director, is 
deeply worrying for the clubs, 
who stood to gain £22 .5m un- 
der the deal with England. 
With the RFU taking only £20m 
if the suggested new arrange- 
ment becomes reality, the clubs 
face a massive shortfall as they 
try to finance the professional 
era. 

“We are alarmed by this pos- 
sibility, and so should all of Eng- 
lish rugby," Kerr said yesterday. 
“It is not just the senior clubs 
that will lose out, bul every dub, 
right down to the junior dubs." 

Another side-effect of yes- 
terday's news is that the work- 
ings of the RFU are likely to be 
overhauled. Richardson an- 
nounced that the RFU com- 
mittee had agreed on a special 
working party, with two inde- 
pendent, non committee mem- 
bers, to investigate the working 
practices between officers, com- 
mittee, sub committee and staff, 
in order to make policy recom- 
mendations to be adopted. This 
was announced at last week's an- 
nual meeting in London and has 
now been rubber-stamped by 
Twickenham. It is likely to re- 
define the roles of key RFU of- 
ficers and committee men. 

■ The Welsh Union has told 
the RFU that the proposed 
Anglo-Welsh dub competition 
cannot take place until a joint 1 
TV and sponsorship package ! 
has been negotiated. I 



Pakistan’s Saeed Anwar hooks Paul Smith for six yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Butcher stakes his England claim 


Surrey were guilty of losing 
their way after winning the toss 
and making an impressive start 
to their County Championship 
confrontation with Sussex on an 
excellent batting strip at Guild- 
ford yesterday. But the match 
still provided Mark Butcher 
with a platform for his skills to 
impress the watching England 
selector Graham Gooch. 


Displaying immaculate tim- 
ing and footwork. Butcher 
played some stunning shots, 
ana laid the foundation for 
what promised to be a big score 
with a 57, along with Alec Stew- 
art (74) and Graham Thorpe 
(66). But all were guilty of not 
capitalising on their good start 
when individual hundreds were 
there for the taking. 


highly-rated centre-half Sean 
Gregjan. Bassett has taken Gro- 
gan on loan with a view to play- 
ing him m pre-season games and 
then completing the transfer. 

Everton’s transfer-listed de- 
fender Matt Jackson has had his 
price cut in an effon to find him 
a new club before the season 
starts. Sheffield Wednesday last 
season had an offer of £1 -2m for 
him turned down. 

Brighton could be homeless 
in 10 months’ time after Hove 
Council rejected their plans 


fora new stadium and shopping 
complex at Toads Hall MuJey. 
The Seagulls have failed to 
come up with the necessary traf- 
fic and environmental studies to 
support the application. 

Fife, the world governing 
body, has suspended the Croat 
international Goran Vlaovic be- 
cause he has signed with three 
different clubs. Vlaovic, who 
played last season with Padova 
in Italy, has apparently signed for 
Napoli as well as the Spanish 
dubs \felencta and EspadoL 


Saeed blasts 
attack before 
tourists slide 


Disciplined Sussex bowling, 
particularly from Jason Lewry, 
Paul Jarvis and Danny Law, saw 
Surrey fold from 251 for two to 
300 for eight with six batsmen 
departing for the addition of just 
49 runs in 21 overs. 


and Martin Bicknell had guid- 
ed Surrey to 317 for eight off 
104 overs. 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Edgbaston 
Pakistan 297 
Warwickshire 39-2 


As Edgbaston sweltered, Pak- 
istan displayed the two distinct 
sides of their cricketing charac- 
ter. Fronted by Saeed Anwar's 
supeib century before lunch, the 
visitors looked a formidable 
side. Afterwards, when the War- 
wickshire bowlers at last found 
some direction, die fragility was 
startling and Pakistan, from 
their fonnidable position of 222 
for 2, were bowled out for 297. 

Such inconsistency has been 
a perennial problem and one 
that will no doubt come to frus- 
trate the captain, Wasim Akram, 
before the summer is out. As 
ever, the abundance of talent is 
obvious and stunning, Saeed and 
Inzanmm-Ul-Haq showing as 
much when they dispatched the 
champion side’s bowlers in a 
flurry of boundaries. 

lack o^dLdpline that followed 
onre Imamam had fallen to a de- 
cent ball from Darren Altree 
which the batsman edged to the 
wicketkeeper, Michael Bums. In 
fact, had Burns not spilt Ijaz 
Ahmed first ball, the "Warwick- 
shire bowlers would have had 
four chances to perform the 
hat-trick. As it was, three of the 
tourists fell first ball; one of them, 
Salim Malik, to the only first- 
dass ball he has received on tour. 

These days, unbridled talent 
is not usually enough to win Tfest 
series, which could explain why 
such hard-nosed teams like 
Australia are rarely beaten by 
Pakistan. If England want to 
beat them, they must play on 
pitches that require discipline 
and graft, an observation a 
watching David Lloyd will no 
doubt be conveying in Satur- 
day’s selection meeting. 

He will also be empowered 
to report that Saeed, whose run- 
a-ball 131 was his third first-class 
century of the tour, is in scin- 
tillating form. Likened to Bri- 
an Lara, the left-handed opener 


is especially strong on the off- 
side, though at present he relies 
far more on eye and flashing 
wrists than technique. Para- 
doxically it is a strength that is 
also a weakness, and he was per- 
haps fortunate not be dismissed 
earlier than he was, when flas- 
hing at bails outside off-stump. 

Hailing from Karachi, the 26- 
year-old Saeed has played just 
14 "tests since his debut in 1990. 
Late last year, a serious spell of 
typhoid caused him to miss an 
overseas tour. But if that was an 

inconvetrience that briefly set his 
career back, it has not sapped 
hfc stren gth, and he hit three six- 
es yesterday, the third of which 
sailed clean over extra cover to 
bring up his hundred. 

Inzamam, though less flu- 
ent, was no less punishing. 
Straddling the crease like the 
colossus of Rhodes, the bulky 
right-hander stood as the "War- 
wickshire bowlers delivered, 
pummelling them off back foot 
and front. It was only after he 
had gone that "Warwidcshire got 
back into the game. 

With the bulk of the last ses- 
sion to bat, Nick Knight need- 
ed to show David Lloyd he bad 
recovered form ana fitness. 
Apart from the odd awkward 
moment he has proved both, de- 
spite losing his partner Anurag 
Singh, caught by Saeed at slip off 
Mohammed Akram's first over. 
By the time stumps were drawn. 
Boms had followed, the victim 
of a bizarre dismissal as be 
slagged Musfataq Ahmed into his 
foot, the rebound popping up to 
the keeper. 

■ Derek Crookes hit the fastest 
first-class century of the season 
as foe South Africa A middle or- 
der punished some be low-par 
Glamorgan bowling on the first 
day of the tour match in Cardiff 
Crookes, 27, who has played 
three one-day internationals, 
reached his 100 off 77 balls dur- 

Hib with Hylton Adrermaru 

It was an innings badly need- 
ed by the tourists, who were 41 
for 4 when Crookes arrived. 
They were all out for an 346. 
Glamorgan were in trouble at 
96 for 5 at the close. 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Oawand 12 Seattle 5: 
Boston 5 New Yorti Yankees 9: Santoro*- 0 
rtxoiTO 6; Kansas City 4 Cleveland 10; Min- 
nesota 2 Chicago White Sox 11: MBwautee 
20 Detroit 7: Texas 6 CaWomte 2. 
NATIONAL. LEAGUE:" Atlanta 3 Montreal Z 
C**a83 Cute 5 Pmbuffi 10: log Angles 
1 San Diego 10; Honda 3 Houston Z 
ctnonnan 4 St Louis 5: New York Mots 6 
PhtodeiphM 3: Ccttrado 5 San Franuaco 3. 

Basketball 

Sheffield Shari® have chnched the sign- 
ing of \totse Wintere, the former NBA 
toward. Verse, who has been playing 
tn France and Spain in recent seasons, 
was anxious to rejoin tvs wife, a doc- 


tor at a Leeds hospital, and agreed to 
join the Budweteer Lea©* dub alter sto- 
king their new home at Sheffield Are- 
na, ft is a great facility and equals - 
if not betters - most venues I have 
pletyed in abroad*, said the 6ft 6ins llfi* 
note-bom player 


BRIGHTON 

6.15: L SILVER SPEU. ID Hated) 11- 
2; 2- Royal Embtem 8-13: 3. Comcrato 5- 
2. 4 ran. V*. itJr J Scare**. Tote; £9.60. 
Dud forecast £4.10. Computer Snag* fore- 
cast: £9.16. „ . 

6 .45: 1. DARK MENACE (A Daly} 25-lt 
2. School Boy 3-1; 3. Memphis Beau 12- 
1. 6 ran. 11-8 few Ra^ert. hd. Vfi. IE Writ- 
er). 7otK £37.60; £7.70, £2.30. Dual 
Fuwasc £36.20. Computer Strata* Foreeasc 
£89.83. 

TJSl i. PEARL DAWN IS MvtMWtfV 6 
2 ; Z Rocky Water* 5-1: 3. Jus! MHOe 13- 
8 fav. 7 tare. Vi. ?*, 16 L Nkmi. Totes ELSO: 
£1.20. £2.40. Dual Forecast £6.70. Com- 
puter StrarfjTt Forecast; £13.80. MR: Em- 
braWered. 

DONCASTER 

&3fie 3- SAMBAC !W Ryan) 4-11 fat* 2. 
Skyers Ry*r 33-1; S. Amihad 5-2- 3 ran. 
2. Wk. (H Cecfl). Tata fcL30. Du* ftmease 

rsro.csF.fA96. 

7.00: X BOWCUFfE GRANQE <K Sfc«f) 
64 <» 2. AW# Sheriff fit 3. SBc Cottars 
4-1.8 rare hd. rfc. (DCnapmanj,TMe: £3-10; 
£14 0. a J8Q, £150. &: £1330. CSF: 
EIS.60. Tfleasn £47.3?. 

7.30: J. SOUS LE NEZ « Derfatf 7-4 fW 
2 . Stop N GO 9-4; 3. Martino 15-2. 4 ran. 
2{, m-M, {ft flUBSl. Tota {220: £2.«. 
DT: £3.00. CSft £5.67. NR: Any. 


Gary Murray, of South Africa, retained 
tvs ttWd Swing Unton wehBM&grttb' 
fewtthaunaninxsispa^ 

Juan Cartas VHIanetri. of Argentina, in 
Pretoria on Tuesday night 
Andrew Gotota, disqualified last week 
against Rkidick Bcwc- r a New itirft boui 
t hat ended in a riot is stffl wanted in 


■ Royal Philosopher’s attempt 
to bridge the gap between List- 
ed and Group level ended in 
honourable defeat yesterday in 
France, with the John Hills- 
t pained runner finishing a cloy 
third in the Group Three Prix 
Messidor at Maisons-Laffitte. 
In a typically run French race, 
which was devoid of pace is the 
early stages. Royal Philoso- 
pher dictated a modest initial 
tempo under Gerald Moss& 
with the mile event degener- 
ating into a 300 yards sprint. 
Royal Philosopher bravely 
stuck to his guns but was just 
run out of it by the 64-10 shot 
Grey Risk, wb’o was complet- 
ing a four-timer, and last year's 
winner, Nec Plus Ultra. The 
margins at the line were a 
head and a short neck. Royal 
Philosopher earned £5.270 for 
his efforts. 



action movie 



his native Poland to stand trial on 
chasas of assault and robber* Golota, 
who according to FUAsft media repos 
emigrated 1m m Warsaw to Chicago in 
1991, could face a minimum of five 
years in prison if convicted. 

Bernard Hoptons stopped felkjw Amer- 
ican Bo James in the Uth round on 
Tuesday to retain hi s international Box- 
ing Federation middleweight champi- 
onship. 

Co mm onwealth Games 

Cameroon, once pan of the French em- 
pire. and Mozambique, the former 
ftjrtvguese colony, win both take parr 
in the next Commonwealth Games m 
Kuala Lumpur hi 1998- The two Afncan 
naborewfxjviereadmitiedtottteCcHn- 
monweanh teetyeac were accepted into 
The (tammwweartb Games Federation 
by a large majority vote at the federa- 
tion's general assembly. 

Football 

Dave Bassett, manager of Crystal 
Palace, is making a £25, 000 move for 
Darlinaon's Sean Grogan. Basseti has 
taken Gitj^n on loan wnh a view to play- 
ing him in pre-season games and then 
completing the transfer. 

Garry Banrvsfa; tee DarfengKm mtifteUer, 
has been forced to retire at the age of 
35 because of a neck injury sustained 
last season, when he helped the Quak- 
ers reach the Thstf Division playoffs. 
Paul Mouidea the former Manchester 
Cty srtf Oldham safirer. has joined 
OT^troStart^intheUntondLeegie- 
Bradftyd, promoted last season to the 
First Drvtson. have confirmed the sgi- 
mg of Gordon Cowans , the former Eng- 
land rtwlfieldet on a free transfer from 
Sheffield United. 

TbnyftJiWte, the 22-year-dd Austrafian 
irtanaoona! who trained with Wolves 
in March, has joined the First Wvi*xi 
chib for their pre-season tour of Aus- 
tria aid Germany and will move from 
Sydney Unrted pemranendy if he Im- 
presses during the four-match trip. 
Gothenburg, the Swedish league fead- 
ers, haw aaeed K> $e9 international 

md fisfcJwHaten hHd, to Reel Sodedad. 
Mild, 25. wffi jom the Spanish club af- 


Footbafl 

UEFA CUP 

PREUMNAfo' SOUW; REST tfiB 

Seay tarn vOtaboigfciDttro) 

&MxlemttvS8ratUMp.4^ 

Speedway 

7.30 antes wwr 

PTtfMEX LBkaoEr .;&ccr s, .■£; ianHon 

v Bradtart; ttdiftsaasn * 6 ete SieBefc -■ 
Easaaa* *7.45;. 

Other sports 

GOLF: 

«rd5tK»U'- 

1EMBS: Her * sar-cara* C4KjK Vjr>- { 
exsxr. 1 


tw Gothenburg haw played tfieir qual- 
ifying rounds in the Champions' Lea©« 
andfoaowing final negottatwisowbis 
persona) contract. 

UEFA CUP PraOmtaary round, first lag 
Tirana; FC Teuia (Mb) 1 Koeico (Stovsk) 4; 
Moldova: HsfcAA Spirt 4 Zfcnfiru) WsWrwv 0. 

Gymnastics 

YUd Tito* the former Soviet amnast who 
won nine Olympic medals between 
1956 and 1964, was deposed as pres- 
ident of the international federation, the 
FIG, on Tuesday after 20 years in 
charge. Officials said the FIG Sahara! as- 
sembly voted to replace Titov with 
Bruno Grancfi. of Italy, in a bid to mod- 
ernise the sport and mate it more al- 
oactire to tetevfeion viewers. Thedeceion 
means that Titov will also lose he seat 
on the international Olympic Committee. 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOOOS: TroWa chance: 21«rts 
£30,241.65, 20 £202.15, 19 £15.10, 18 
£3.45. 17 £1.00. Four draws; £243. Tw 
homes: £63-25. She sways: Pod votf 
vaauNS: twm* crow* zipt* noses-ss, 
3D £19050. 19 f 11 00. IS £2.50. twelve 
homes: £13.10. Ten strays: mm. 

ZEnBRS treble change 2 J«ts £ 2 , 021 . 20 , 
20 £ 16 50, 19 £2^0. Ftar draws £302.40. 

Eight homes; £3.40. Six away* E0.G0. 
Lucky ness 38 19 5 2 33 10- 
HOTIENS: 7 table chance: 22j*s 

£1723255, 20 £34.20. 19 £3.B5. Four 
draws: £7630. Ten homes: £37225. Bgfit 
sways: £050. 

Riugby League 

The Wigan charrman. Jack Robinson, e 
no longer to face charges of conspea- 
cy to defraud a total newspaper. He has 
now been charged instead with Incite- 
ment to send a false instrument and 
perverting the course of justice. Robin- 
son was remanded on ball until a com- 

mttal ext 14 August. 

The Austraten centre. Andrew Patmore, 
has played his last match for Oldham. 
Batmore was contracted until the end 
of next season, but has suffered a se- 
rious^ofoinjuryaitoJstoiEturntD^d- 
ney. The c*J3 has already began a search 

overseas for a replacement 

Rugby Union 

Australia yesterday named an un- 
changed side, that defeated South 
Africa 21-lfi in Sydney on Saturday, for 
the Tri-Nation match against New 
Zealand m Brisbane on 27 July: Tim 
Gavin, the veteran forward, who is 
named as a replacement, is given a 
chance to nssurect tvs Test career. 
AUSTRALIA {Trf-Natfon match V New 
Zealand, Brisbane, 27 JtM: M BuritK D 
Campsse. J Reft, T Hcwt. BTune: P Howad. 
G Grogan;*.! Bnal, 0 Wfion, D Mam. / tales. 
G «ar£3-, A Heath. M Foley, DCronfey. 

Safflng 

On a third consecutive day of perfect 
sa>rg actons far the 476 yachts cwv 
fvd Cork Ifeefc the nfo of Bash- 


ford Howison 41s dominated the top 
positions in the first race of the day. Jo- 
celyn Waller's SHh 2, helmed try Gor- 
don Ma&nre, beat Nigel Branrwefl’s 
Hawk by nearly two minutes wtth Calm 
Barrington's Surfin’ Shoes the same efis- 
tanoe astern In third place of the beg 
boat Class 0. Hawk took the second race 
with Rad# O'Brien's maxi Sorcery "m sec- 
ond place and Tom Robinson's Swan 
48 Assuage in third. 

Sumo 

NAfiQVA GRAND TOURNAMENT (Nagjya) 
lltli day of 15: KushUnauni {von 4, lost 7) 
t» a***aJka Quryo) (4-7); Rita t?-4) WQ0n- 
fshfld 15-61: KyotaJdozan (6-5) tit SWWafiffna 
IM); Hamanoshima (6-5) lit TocMnovnka 
15-6): wuobeppu 15-61 » Htjjwwuml (7-41; 
Koouyu (7-4) tit^ NtanacnictoW (S6): tenishfa 
(5-6) fit Asanowrtta 14-7); fatctaQuma 
(6-5) fit Asansho (5-6); AktioshHTiB (7-4) fit 
Ganyu (7-4fi Kento (7-fl tit Ttsanouml (5-6): 
Utotrorn C-9) (2-9); Kottmowa- 

ta (5-6) fit Narnlnohana (3-8): TornehaEufia 
(4-7) « Acerama (1-10): Kunvshrki (S-3) 
br Dabhcho|2-9); TriotaW f7-aj tit Asahfl/u- 
ta)>a (5-6) ;Misoyama (6-51 fit DafeM (3-8); 
Watenohana (7-4) in Terao (4-7j; 
Uusssfitormi ®3) a Tatencnar* 00-1): Ate- 
tiono tlO-U tit Halo (7-4): Takanotiane 
( 10 - 1 ) bt MtfatoTujl (3-8). 

Tennis 

Boris Becker yesterday tidied a K^jear 
sponsorship contract with Mercedes- 
Benz. Beeter. who has a wrist Injury that 
has temporarily put him out of action, 
is to receive an estimated 2 million 
marks (£866.000) a year staffing in 
1997 to help fmd and develop new ten- 
nis talent in Germany. 

MERCEDES CUP (Statt*srt, Germany) 


fit H Draekmann ffiert 5-7 6-2 6-4; T Muster 
(Aua best M Qwrtz (SP) 7-6 7-& M Latison 
Ore) m B Kaitocher (Gap 6-2 7-6. 

LOBS MASON CtASSto (IMraMqSMri MbbIb 
sbtfas, ftst reuMti b Bkm CM fir C Adams 
(US) 5-7 6-4 6-4; W McGuire [USi to C Cos- 
ta (Sp) 6-4 7-6; N Pereira (Venl ttOtfeeak 
lCzRsp)6.36-3;C)M»ctirff/USlbt>Pflsun- 
an ffij 6-2 5-2; M Joyce (US) bt G Poza tfo 
63 2-6 6-% H Area (Mod to M Tebbutt (Aus) 
6-2 64: S Sarastar fAim) tit 0 oraz (Mad 
6-2 6-4; G Grant IUS) fit M Hdpart IGer) 6-2 
6-2: SCamptieil (US) m AHemantte (Maa 
6-3 6-7 6-3; M OndrusKA ISA} to G StaflonJ 
(SA) 5-7 7-6 6-2; K (ucera (StowaW bt D 
CantueS (US) 6-4 6-0; J Krtslak (Stwah) to 
L fintl) 6-4 6-5. SaeomJ roina: A AgB- 

fttUS) to J Dw^i (Neth) 7-6 63; P Rafter 
lAust tit 1 Cunha-SAa (PDri 62 62. 
MANCHESTER CHALLENGER (Duttbay, 
MancbesteO Men's singles, ftret rounds C 
Wfiwas) (GB) btGTnfu (Horn) S- 4 ^2tfoq; 
Lehmann (GeribtLBaitKffn 6-3 i-6;P 
Tranaccftf lAusi to N Weal (GSl W 7-5; T 
Stine ICS) fit l ui&n (TO) 7-6 62; H vasek 
ICS Real fit A fhertofoson (GBJ 7-6 7-6: M 
Pettiwy «» «0 S«a (ten 7663; NGmW 
(G0) to P Pala (ft Bepi 62 &2: B Bteood 
fAus) to M Mvrv (Bela) 7-6 64. 

L» WOMNS SATELLITE TOURNAMENT 
(Frintonl Second round: 6A SttMall iGB) m 
KRouCaoia ((B)4-66261;A BnCfti iGal 
K M Marera (Ru 5I 62 frt P tetot foS) 
isA Hunmay IHuni 26 63 7-5; H CrooK IGB' 
KJDawon iGBi 6-4 6-2; S Indemira IIU to 
f.1 tAs-wba itntb 6J 63: G fotand ite) to 
0 Astt&O «S*r 63 63; S CteBeer i5Ai « 
A iirifes (CB> 64 64; A Jefisen (Aus> to i 
Sc^rC^W lAusi 3-6 7-5 7-5- 


Britannic Asanrsmca 
County Championship 

(FBtocfeytoitiir/ 

S urr e y v Sussex 

GUILDFDRP: Svrray term aconul 317 tor 
8 to ihtefirtf tanings agBkwt Sessax. To- 
day: 11 A 
Surer Honest 
SURREY - Ffast b**«» 

D J BtctaMA c Moores b Law -Ml 

MAButdrercWBtebJww 57 

*M Sswait c Moores b Ufa 74 

6 PTfiopac Moores ojanw 66 

A D Sown few b Jans — — -~~0 

A J Hottoate c Athey b lew; — *-20 

CCLemsc ratwy bSafcKxay 7 

B P J uteri c Moores b Leary 6 

tt) } Venal not out 13 

M P Setae! not out — . — — — 12 

Extras 0>4. tt>5, w2, nM) -15 

Total (for 8, 104 QW») ...317 

FWt 1-99, 3-123. 3-251, 4-251, 5-270, 6 
285. 7-295, 8-300. 

To bob R M Pearson. 


20-46S-2: OxftteB 14-2-55-0: Lentem 41- 17- 
0; Sakstuy 26963-1: Greenfield 62-160. 
SUSSEX: C w J Athey, N J lentwm. * A P Vtes, 
K Qreen8e*C M P SkMK, D ft Law, I D K Sal- 
■teuy, IP MooresTE 81 H a*tas P W Jaws. J 
D Leary. 

Umptre* R Palmer and B Lradbeaar. 

Tetley’s ChaHenge Series 

r Bra d^y of three) 

WOnrtckstalre v Paktetan 

EDGSASTON: WrawWattira are M dor 2 in 
reply to a drat-MiRa tote of 297 by Pofc- 
Istan. Todagc SJLO 
PaWston won toss 
PAXtSUN - First toebire 

*Aan* Sohml (tm b Weldr 30 

Saeed Anierc Bums b Brown - 131 

fgu Ahmed itiw b Bcwn JO 

Jrramam-oi-Haq c Boms b Altree 51 

Stem MdB( Ibw b Brown 0 

Asif Mijtaba c Ostler b WoWi ..-,.38 

(Mon Khan taw o Atoee —0 

Mushtaq Ahmed c Knt£M b Welch 18 

waoprYOunsb Giles O 

Aoa-ur-Rarenan b Gdes — 0 

Mohammad Akram not out 0 

Extras (1b3. nbl6) is 

Tata) (redware). 797 

FAD: 1-72. 2.03, 6222, 4-222. 6244, 6244, 
7-293, 8-293, 9-293. 

BnwSitS: Afime 160-72-2: Munfion 16646 
ft Brew 21-4363: WMch 144-2-56* Sreoi 
66360; Grtes, 4-62-2 

WARWICKSHIRE- Brat (nn®£i 

N V Mn0n not out 42 

A Stifiic Saeed Anwar b Mohammad — 4 
fM Sums e Mofn Wwn b Mu&htaq — 36 

A F files n« out .^.14 

Extras WU Iti2) ...3 

Total ftor 2, 23 oeras) 99 

FaK: 1-4, 2-69. 

To bet NMK Smith, D P Osflsr, T L ffemey, 
D R Brown, S Welch, *T A Munmn. 0 AAlliee. 

Musntaq Ahmed 61-22-1; Aamr Soria* 1-6 
60. 

Umplras: J W Holder end P WHey. 

Tour Match 

iBrst day o/ three 

Glamorgan v South Africa A 
CARDIFF: GtamoitoH an 96 tor 5 In »- 


Africa. Today: U-0 
South Airica A won toss 
SOUTH AFRICA A > First irabtfl 

S G Koenig Ibw b Wtoton O 

fi F j uetienbe»E c Shay b Rarim _..._33 
j H Hams c Shaw b wattin 2 


HDActenranstSriawfiStmtek J09 Kant 324 ibr 4 ascent 265 tot 3 (House ri 

•J B ComnwB Era b Part*) — 0 Tmnp 688). Uabdi dram. Hslesowai: Hamp- 

D K Crookes b Radon ..105 shire 423 tor 9 dec end 263 fw 6 dec (Treaen 

fN Pumas c Dale b Hemp 64 77. Botham 66); HbnxsassMs 347 tor 4 dec 

NBrtfec James b Hemp .25 end 301 (Church 54. 1 Dawned 90ner. Udai 6 

L Wteener not out A 105). Hao«whfee won bv 38 nm. Trent BridipK 

P R Adams b Hamp reawipwnstee 416 tor 8 dec and 187 t»flh 

B N SdxJtz C WatKto fi Baiwdi 3 7^9): Duman 270 tor 0 end 321 lor 8 (ft** 

U 128nc, C Ctai* 98; Bates 612H- «**«* 

W ffll rm) dream. WBtaew rwei Srfwot Straw 218 and 

W 4-4 1, 5-221. 6277, 230 tor 5 (Hall 102r»). ttotiwmpwwwre 197 

7^6^77^-3371 wto 2SS tor 5 Ifrmes 106. Roberts 97l. 

BotenffWaUan 15 - 3 - 52 - 2 ; GCsan 11 - 0 - 49 - Horttrerapooiteere won tv five widreta. 

0; Parton 14-1-663; Bare** 26.4-4^1-2; StVtirid today 
WandiWi 10-1-660; HefflO 61-23-3 

aijowfiaw - Rnt Jmtors Britannic Assuraoco 

SP Jamas c Ptawab Wueener J4 County CttfSplonshlp 

^ (First day trf taw: U.0 start) 

? b *** CJiefcnalonfc Essra v Notttnehamstee. Chef. 

A netumK OtoocestwiHoB V Lewesiwwe. Old 

+A --il Treftont UrasisTwe v DcrbysteB. NorttanH>- 

nn D r^^J?^f 6 Kalte torafitorthampOKstwe v UMSesec Vtanrotec 

2 WocwsiwsteBvDujIWLKamii^ 

Boras wi, noo) „ n am p 8 f Wt _ 

96 RRSTYOimi ON&tMVMrERmTKMAL (one 

i wto*»ra - T Mm “») Chra*tem«reet: Engarel Under-lS v New 

S L ° T PBrt ^‘ Teatend Ureter- 19 11045) 

BowDnre Schultz 4-0-30-0; Kiusaner 61-39- 

i-; 62-14-3,- Ad*ns 4-0-12-0. ' 

Uniitres: J H Hampshire and T E Jesty. 

Costeutter Cup Final k/ 

(Oratow) J fL 

purtiamv Gloucestershire THE^ EVDEPENMENT 

IVUttroeATOOutiaeiwon bytburwfctaets. ■ — r — ■ — — 1 — 

aoucesBBShhe non bxs O l/^l/CT 
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J I ■ T An amateur at the Open, 26 v ^ free with The Independent thjs Saturday 

125TH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP: Big-hitting Daly looks beyond Royal Lytham’s narrow fairways as he prepares to defend title 

Faldo rises early for birthday challenge 


TIM GLOVER 


reports from Royal Lytham 

On the occasion of his 39th 
birthday, Nick Faldo will rise 
with the gulls and the German 
deckchair population at 5.30am. 
probably consume three Shred- 
ded Wheat and arrive at the 
cause at 6J0. an hour and three 
minutes before his Lee time. 
Once again the Englishman has 
been installed as favourite to win 
the Open Championship for a 
fourth time, and who are we to 
aigue with the men with bulging 
leather satchels. 

Indeed, from his comments 
when on the Lancashire coast 
this week, everything seems to 
be coming up roses in Faldo's 
garden, particularly as his man- 
agement team have uncovered 
a dastardly plot which could 
have scuppered his chances of 
winning the 125th Open before 
he had even begun. The plan 
was for Faldo and his American 
girlfriend Brcnna Ccpelak Lo 
slay in a private house here. 
Somehow the tabloids discov- 
ered the address and duly rent- 
ed the property next door. 

They may not have actually 
drilled holes in the wall hut it 
is safe to assume that Faldo's 
privacy would have gone out of 
the window, lace curtains and 
all. However, an estate agent 
tipped off IMG. Faldo's man- 
agement company, and the 
favourite was surreptitiously 
moved to a secret address. Dis- 
aster averted. 

"I'm hitting the ball well and 
everything is coming together." 
Faldo said. “I enjoy Lytham. It's 
an accuracy links.’ so manv pot 
bunkers. You can make a good 
score on the first 12 holes and. 
depending on the weather, hang 
on lo iL I'm relaxed and I've got 
a feel of the links." The weath- 
er is halcy on and Royal Lytham 
is going io need more than its 
185 bunkers (82 of them over 
the last six demanding par 
fours) to keep the field at bay. 

While most of the players 
have been practising with 
friends* wagering side bets in the 



Rough passage: The three-times Open winner Seve Ballesteros clears the rough on the sixth hole during a practice round at Royal Lytham yesterday 


process, Faldo has been flying 
solo. He thinks that the winner 
on Sunday could be 14 under 
par or better. He won the Eng- 
lish Amateur Championship 
here in 1975. “That was the first 
big one," he said. "It was the 
start of my career and 1 have 
good memories from that." 

Faldo also made his Ryder 
Cup debut here in 1977, part- 
nering Ifeter Oosierbuis lo vic- 
tories in the foursomes and 
fourballs and defeating Tom 
Watson by one hole in the sin- 


gles. Because of the size of the 
gallery following him, the Lan- 
cashire Constabulary have as- 
signed Faldo his own police 
protection, a WPC. 

Seve Ballesteros also has a 
penchant for Lytham, of course, 
winning the Open here in 1979 
(aggregate 283) and again in 
19S8 (273). Eight years ago he 
finished with a 65 to deny Nick 
Price. “I'm very grateful to this 
place. Great memories,” Balles- 
teros said. "I think I won here 
because of my short game. The 
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14 Jus- managed :o conceit 
newspaper cutting with jour- 
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DOWN 

Nice season for beekeeper 
t5) 

Old curios obtained from 
ELunboyant C'arib couple, 
mostly (91 

Cover excessively? Yes and 
no { 1U J 

Checked top worn by small 
child (7) 

It helps stop kipper getting 
cold (7) 

Grounds in Spain tended by 
the French (4) 

Taiwan swamped hy US 
spies*, just about |5) 

Intent's perhaps toacrom- 
modalc Middle Eastern feel- 
ing (4) 

Ratify rent adjustment for 
American college society t 111) 
Newly lacquered hairstyle is 
something rather sweet m. 3] 
Beliefs which invoke endless 
quarrel, getting louder t9| 
Managed to cover cun! of a 
certain value (7) 

Religi«ms adviser cut drv fruit 

n ‘ 

Cancel credit - a loan is out 
(5l 

Never failing courage |5) 
Everyone's depressed by start 
of football season (4) 
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greens are small and everyone 
is going to miss a lot of greens. 
Chipping and putting is going to 
be import an L In 1979 1 was fa- 
mous as the man who won the 
Open from the car park. It took 
me eight years to get rid of that.” 
Before arriving here, Balles- 
teros watched videos of his Lan- 
cashire hoi shots (all he needed 
was a soundtrack from Grade 
Fields) in an attempt to redis- 
cover the missing link. “I try to 
pick up any details that I'm not 
doing now to see if I can inspire 
myself. Fm proud to see what I 
did. although Tm sad that I can't 
be youthful for ever. When I 
watch the films it gives me con- 
fidence to try and win again. I 
know it's difficult, I know it's 
eight years later and my game at 
the moment is not as good as be- 
fore but it's possible. I believe 
that” When he walked on to the 
second bole, he saw a sign, in 


Spanish, reading: “Seve Please 
Win Again". It was the same sign 
that he saw here in 1988. 

John Daly, the 'defending 
champion, sounded as if he 
would prefer to be back at St An- 
drews, the scene of his play-off 
victory over Costantino Rocca 12 
months ago. Incidentally, Rocca, 
who is bigger in America than he 
is m Roma, has been invited by 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee lo carry the Italian Dag al 
the dosing ceremony in Atlanta. 

“The fairways are so narrow 
here I think you can count me 
out of hitting any,” Daly said. 
‘There’s more trouble and a lot 
more bunkers. If I hit my dri- 
ver Fve still got to avoid some 
bunkers, whereas at St An- 
drews I didn't have to worry 
about any bunkers. I felt I 
could fly right over them.” 

He, too, has been to the 
movies and has watched his tri- 


umph at the home of golf at 
least 10 times. “I don't know 
how I'm going to play," Daly 
said, “but the good thing about 
this course is that if you miss it 
long, it's an advantage. Every 
hole has an out, apart from the 
par threes." No American pro- 
fessional has won the Open at 
Lytham, although the great am- 
ateur Bobby Jones took pos- 
session of the old silver claret 
jug in 1926. In the year of the 
general strike, Jones's aggregate 
was 291, and he wore a tweed 
suit to boot. Had he worn it this 
week he would have suffered 
from heat exhaustion. 

Meanwhile, watch your bets. 
Siatto, at Fantasy Football Legate 
feme, wanted to back Paul Eales, 
who is attached to Lytham, at 
125-1 and was told the odds were 
16-1. The bookmaker thought he 
was talking about Els. Two out- 
riders in particular catch the 


eve. Steve Strieker, making his 
Open debut, is attractive at 28- 
1 to finish leading American. 
Strieker, from the non-golfing 
state of Wisconsin, has won 
nearly Sim (£645,000) on the US 
lour this season, recording wins 
in the Kemper Open and, two 
weeks ago, the acclaimed West- 
ern Open near Chicago. Faldo 
and Greg Norman missed the 
half-way cut there. 

Ricky Willison, who is first off 
this morning, is in great form. 
Seventh in the Irish Open a fort- 
night ago, he had a blast in the 
final quaUfying at Fhirhaven 
(par 74) with 69 and 65 -14 un- 
der par. Waiisoo, who turned 
pro at the ripe old age of 32, 
won the English Amateur 
Championship in 1990 after 
preparing for the tournament by 
playing on the sands, a la Red 
Rum, at Southport He has 
been doing a similar thing here. 
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WiflisOT looks a better bet than 
Colin Montgomerie, who yes- 
terday wore an air of exaspera- 
tion. Monty, promoted to world 
No 2 after winning the Irish 
Open, shot 81 in the final round 
of the Scottish Open last Satur- 
day and said his swing had been 
blown apart by the gales. He de- 
rided to have only one practice 
round here, after which be de- 
clined to be interviewed on the 
grounds that he needed to do 
some more work on his game. 
■The three-times winner Jack 
Nicklaus may have to withdraw 
from the Open, according to the 
1963 champion. Bob Charles. 
The two arranged a practice 
round together yesterday, but 
Nicklaus. 56. was late in joining 
the New Zealander as he need- 
ed treatment lo his back. 
Charles said that Nicklaus maj/* 
pull out and would make a de- 
rision this morning. 


ALLENBY 
Australia 
Age: 25. 

Bom: Melbourne 
Interests: 
fishing, music, 
boats. 

Allenby, whose 
parents emigrated 
from Leeds, be- 
came the first rookie to top the Aus- 
tralasian Order of Merit in 1992 when 
he won the Johnnie Walker Classic at 
Royal Melbourne. Finished 15th in the 
Open Championship at St Andrews last 
year and can improve on that this week. 
Has hit rich form, pipping Colin Mont- 
gomerie to win the Alamo English Open 
at the Forest of Arden at the beginning 
of June and ended Che month by cap- 
tun rig the French Open near Paris. Third 
in the Volvo Ranking?, behind Monty and 
Ian Woosnam. 

Odds: 20-1 


FOUR TO CHALLENGE FROM DOWN UNDERl 


NOBIIJO 
New Zealand 
Age: 36. 

Bom: Auckland. 

Interests: 
squash, karting, 
motor racing. 

Nobilo, who says 
he is the great 
grandson of an 
Italian pirate, won nearly £500,000 last 
year, the highlight being victory in the 
Sarazen World Open Championship in 
America It proved that he could live with 
the best and the Kiwi, who has taken 
membership at the Stoke Poges club 
near Slough, is increasingly coming to 
the fore in the majors. Shot 69 in the 
last round of the Masters at Augusta 
and finished fourth. Was also in con- 
tention in the US Open at Oakland Hills 
until a 74 in the final round relegated 
him to joint 13th. 

Odds: 33-1. 


RILEY 
Australia 
Age: 33. 

Bom: Sydney. 

Interests: music, 
cars, bikes. 

Riley, who had a 
reputation for be- 
ing a tearaway - 
booze, birds, 
gambling, just the national pastimes of 
Australia - has come of age in recent 
seasons. His victory in the Australian 
Open in 1991 was generally regarded 
as an oddity but he proved a point last 
year by winning the Scottish Open at 
Carnoustie, defeating, amongst others, 
Montgomerie and Nick Faldo. That was 
his first victory on the European Tour 
and this year he won the Portuguese 
Open and was runner up in the Mur- 
phy's Irish Open, scoring a phenome- 
nal 66 at Droids Glen in the final round. 

Odds: 40-1. 


CAMPBELL 
New Zealand 

Age: 27. 

Bom Hawera. 

Interest s : films, 
reading fly fishing 
Like Nobilo, 

Campbell has be- 
come a serious 
player, announc- 
ing his arrival by inspiring New Zealand 
to victory in the Eisenhower Trophy in 
1992. VUon the Australian and New South 
Wales amateur championships before 
turning professional in 1993. Campbell, 
a Maori, says his great geatgeat grand- 
father was a Scot who emigrated to New 
Zealand in 1845. Runner up in the Vol- 
vo PGA Championship last year and led 
the Open at St Andrews following a 65 
in the third round. Finished a stroke off 
the play-off between John Daly and 
Costantino Rocca. 

Odds: 66-1. 


Harrison allowed to take on Edwards 
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Olympic Games 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
reports from Atlanta 

WU* One of Jonathan 
Edwards's main 
' v . triple jump rivals. 

Kenny Harrison, 
has neon added to the United 
Slates team on deadline after a 
successful appeal to the In- 
ternationa] Amateur Athletic 
Federation. 


IjTTKV- »-Vi\r4««3 tl 


told the 3 1 -year-old former world 
champion he had not achieved 
the qualifying mark of 16.85 
metres as his indoor perfor- 
mances this year did not count. 

But Harrison, whose victory 
at the US trials with 18.U1 me- 
tres was invalid for qualify ing 
purposes because of wind as- 


sistance. look his case lo the in- 
ternational authority, which 
ruled in his favour. 

Edwards will now have to 
face two of the three other triple 
jumpers who have surpassed 18 
metres, as Harrison joins the 
reigning Olympie champion. 
Mike Conley'. 

Harrison, whose indoor mark 
of 17.05 metres at Reno in Feb- 
ruary eventually prated .sufficient 
to allow him to compete here, 
was angry about the actions tak- 

an a. | n Uan Kt, tka T 1C 


Track and Field authorities. 

After his opening jump at the 
trials, he passed on his other five 
attempts, believing that he had 
done enough to win and that his 


indoor marks would give him 
the qualifying distance. 

‘'During the competition, with 
our coaches there, someone 
should have come down after 
they saw me passing three jumps 
and said: ‘Hey, you don’t have 
the qualifying' mark. You might 
want to take an extra jump.' I 
don't think they even went 
through the effort of checking." 

Harrison's motivation lo do 
well stems as much from a de- 
sire to beat Conley as anything 


shadows everything I have ever 
done," he said. “To gel the at- 
tention, I have to do something 
extra special. The thing he has 
that I don't is an Olympic gold.” 


In the meantime, pressure 
has been growing upon Mike 
Turner - the doctor who told 
BBC's Panorama programme 
this week that 75 percent of ath- 
letes in Atlanta had probably 
taken performance-enhancing 
drugs - lo back up his claims.' 

Turner, who is a member of 
the British Olympic Associa- 
tion's medical committee as a 
representative of the Lawn Ten- 
nis Association, has' been asked 
by the British Athletic Federation 


merits by Friday, or consider his 
position on the BOA committee. 

Malcolm Brown, Britain's 
team doctor, added his weight 
to the argument by hinting that 
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he would resign from the BOA 
committee if Turner did noL 

“The team are incensed by 
these comments.” said the BAF 
spokesman Tony Ward. “He is 
being cheap. A lot of mud has 
been flung at us over the years, 
and wc have been too tolerant. 

“This is the most tested 
British team we have sent to a 
major championships in the his- 
tory of athletics. We have con- 
ducted mare than 300 tests in the 

Jastthree to four months, and all 
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That Ls fact, not innuendo." 

Dean Capobianco, the Aus- 
tralian sprinter suspended after 
testing positive for the banned 
steroid stanozokiL, has taken part 
in an independent hearing hy tele- 
phone link-up and is awaiting the 
decision of tne QC in charge of 
the case, Robert EUicott, 
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